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ON THE COVER: This is the earliest known view o f the 
Como Shops, an illustration that appeared in North west 
Magazine in 1886.

A CKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Photographs on page 6 (o f 
the office-storehouse) and on page 7 are from  the files o f  
the Ramsey County Historical Society. Those on pages 
11 and 12 are by Nancy Tracy. A ll other photographs 
and illustrations, including the original architectural 
drawings, are from  the collections o f  the Minnesota 
Historical Society.
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Yes, 1 wish to join the Ramsey County Historical Society.
Please check one:
□  Contributing Membership $100
□  Patron Membership $50
□  Family Membership $25
□  Individual Membership $20

Payment Option:
My check is enclosed for $ _________
Please charge my membership to:
Visa # ___________Master Charge #
Amount charged Expiration date

________________________________ ____  Make checks payable to, and mail to:
Name

Ramsey County Historical Society
------------------------------------------------------------------------ Landmark Center. 75 West Fifth Street
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The Ramsey County Historical Society was founded in 1949. Its 
chief function is to collect and preserve the history of the city and 
the county and share that history with the people who live here. The 

Society is the county’s historian. It preserves those things from the 
past that are the community’s treasures — its written records through 
the Society’s library; its historic sites through establishment of the 
Irvine Park Historic District and its successful efforts to help prevent 
destruction of the Old Federal Courts Building, now Landmark 
Center. It shares these records through the publishing of its 
magazine, brochures, pamphlets, and prints; through conducting 
historic sites tours of the city, teaching classes, producing exhibits on 
the history of the city, and maintaining its museum on rural county 
history. The Gibbs Farm Museum, the oldest remaining farm home 
in Ramsey County, was acquired by the Society in 1949 and opened 
to the public in 1954 as a museum which would depict the way of life 
of an early Minnesota settler. In 1966 the Society moved onto the 
property a one-room rural country schoolhouse dating from the 
1870s. Now restored to the period of the late 1890s, the school is used 
for classes, meetings, and as the center for a summer schoolhouse 
program for children.

Society headquarters are located in Landmark Center, an historic 
Richardsonian Romanesque structure in downtown St. Paul, where 
it maintains the center’s only permanent exhibit, a h istorySyiie  
building during the seventy-five years it was the federal government’s 
headquarters in St. Paul.


