
RAMSEY COUNTY HISTORY
Ramsey County Historical Society

J§ i < , m.DHAfc.vBli)ÓM

U  'SJr: # ./

|Q
|j



Ramsey County History
Published by the

RAMSEY CO U NTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Editor: Virginia Brainard Kunz

Contents

Volume 24 
Number 2

Cold Weather, Warm Hearts —  Page 26

A  Pioneer Writes Home 
Alexander Wilkin and 1850s St. Paul 

By Ronald M. Hubbs —  Page 3

Boom, Boom, Bust! The ’29 Crash 
By Woodrow Keljik —  Page 17

ISBN 0-934294-59-3

Ramsey County History is published several times a year 
and copyrighted 1989 by the Ramsey County Histori
cal Society, 323 Landmark Center, 75 West Fifth 
Street, St. Paul, Minnesota 55102. Membership in the 
Society carries with it a subscription to Ramsey County 
History. Single issues sell for $3. Correspondence 
concerning contributions should be addressed to the 
editor. The Society assumes no responsibility for state
ments made by contributors. Manuscripts and other 
editorial material are welcomed. A ll articles and other 
editorial material submitted will be carefully read and 
published, if accepted, as space permits.

ON THE COVER: An N.R.A. parade, in downtown St. 
Paul, in August, 1933, demonstrated support for Fran
klin D. Roosevelt’s efforts to cope with the Depression 
that settled over the country after the stock market 
crash o f 1929. The small ink drawing is o f W. H. 
Forbes’ trading post in downtown St. Paul, as sketched 
by Robert O. Sweeny, a young druggist and artist, in 
1852. It was one o f a number o f sketches Sweeny made 
o f sites in pioneer St. Paul.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: The photograph o f Alexan
der Wilkin on page 8 is from the archives o f The St. Paul 
Companies. A ll other photographs are from the audio
visual library o f the Minnesota Historical Society. The 
original o f the broadside reproduced on page 7 is in the 
Ignatius Donnelly papers, Division o f Library and 
Archives, Minnesota Historical Society. The original o f 
the Sweeny drawing is in the Minnesota Historical 
Society's art collection.
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Your membership in the Society includes a subscription to this magazine.

Ramsey County Historical Society 
323 Landmark Center, 75 West Fifth Street 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55102 (612) 222-0701

□  I want to join the Ramsey County Historical Society and support 
their activities interpreting the rich history of Ramsey County.

□  Please reserve a gift membership in my name.

Name

Address

Citv State Zip

Phone

SEND GIFT MEMBERSHIP TO: 

Name

Address

C ity. State Z ip .

□  Patron $150 and above

□  Contributor $50 - $149

□  Family $30

□  Individual $25

□  Senior Citizen $20

Phone

Payment Option:

My check is enclosed for $_______________

Please charge my membership to:

Visa □  Mastercard □  Exp. Date. 

Account Number

Signature

Make checks payable to Ramsey County Historical Society
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Alexander Wilkin 
See page 3.

Homeless men during the Great Depression 
See page 17.

W.P.A. helper bathing her small charge 
See page 17.

The Gibbs Farm Museum, owned by the Ramsey County Historical Society, at Cleveland 
and Larpenteur in Falcon Heights.
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