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ON THE COVER: “The branches of the trees 
bend beneath the car," said the caption under this 
picture of a balloon ascension which ran into a 
bit of difficulty. From Travels in the Air by J. 
Glaisher and published in 1871, the picture shows 
the hazards balloonists encountered, particularly 
in forested areas, such as those around White Bear 
Lake. This and all other pictures on the follow
ing pages are, unless otherwise credited, from the 
picture collection of the Minnesota Historical So
ciety.
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THE Ramsey County Historical Society was founded in 1949.
During the following years the Society, believing that a 

sense of history is of great importance in giving a new, mobile 
generation a knowledge of its roots in the past, acquired the 
100-year-old farm home which had belonged to Heman R. 
Gibbs. The Society restored the Gibbs House and in 1954 
opened it to the public as a museum which would depict the 
way of life of an early Minnesota settler.

In 1958 the Society erected a bam, behind the house, which 
is maintained as an agricultural museum to display the tools and 
other implements used by the men who broke up the prairie 
soil and farmed with horse and oxen.

Today, in addition to maintaining the Gibbs property, the 
Ramsey County Historical Society is active in the preservation 
of historic sites in Ramsey county, conducts tours, prepares 
pamphlets and other publications, organizes demonstrations of 
pioneer crafts and maintains a Speakers’ Bureau for schools and 
organizations. It is the Society’s hope that through its work the 
rich heritage of the sturdy men and women who were the pio
neers of Ramsey County will be preserved for future generations.
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