
RAMSEY COUNTY Fall, 1990 

Volume 25, Number 3



RAMSEY COUNTY HISTORY 
E xecutive D irector 
Daniel J. Hoisington

E ditor
V irginia Brainard Kunz History
RAMSEY COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

• /
Volume 25, Number 3 Fall, 1990

BO ARD  OF D IRECTO RS

G regory K. Page 
C hairm an o f  the Board

C O N T E N T S

W illiam  S. Fallon 
P resident 3 L etters
Joanne Englund 
F irst Vice P resident

4 The Saint Paul Foundation and Its Past F ifty  Y ears

Anne Cowie W ilson 
Second Vice President 

Robert Hess

Virginia Brainard Kunz 

18-19 A  H alf-C entury  o f  C hange

Secretary 20 N o C ash , N o C redit, N o Jobs
Jam es P. W icker St. Paul and the F inancial Panic o f  1857
Treasurer Ronald M. Hubbs
John Costello, Deborah Gelbach, Joan 
Grzywinski, Lorraine Ham merly, Craig Jilk, 23 W est A gainst East in the Land o f  Oz
John M. Lindley, Frank M arzitelli, Dr. 
Thomas B. Mega, Richard T. M urphy, S r., Daniel John Hoisington
M arvin Pertzik, Douglas Skor, Robert O. 
Straughn, G ary W oeltge, Laurie Zenner.

30 R eshaping the R iver: The M an-M ade M ississippi

ED ITO RIAL BOARD 31 Book R eview s
John M . Lindley, chairman; Thomas H. 32 A M atter o f  T im e
Boyd, Thomas C . Buckley, Charlton Dietz, 
Thomas J. Kelley, Arthur M cW att, Dr. 35 W hat’s H istoric  A bout This Site?
Thomas B. Mega. M acalester C ollege’s O ld  M ain
R AM SEY CO U N TY COM M ISSIONERS A nd Its F irs t C entury
Com missioner Hal N orgard, chairman 
Com missioner D iane Ahrens Publication of Ramsey County History is supported
Com missioner John Finley 
Com missioner Ruby Hunt 
Com missioner Duane McCarty

in part by a grant from the Grotto Foundation 
and a gift from Clara M. Claussen and Frieda H. Claussen

Com m issioner Don Salverda 
Com m issioner W arren Schaber

in memory of Henry H. Cowie, Jr.

T erry Schütten, executive director, Ramsey
County

Ram sey C ounty H istory  is published quarterly 
by the Ramsey County Historical Society,
323 Landm ark C enter, 75 W . Fifth Street,

A  M essage from  the Editorial Board

St. Paul, M inn. 55102. Printed in U .S.A . 
Copyright, 1990, Ramsey County Historical 
Society. ISSN Num ber 0485-9758. All rights 
reserved. No part o f  this publication may be 
reprinted o r otherwise reproduced without

W ^a m se y  County H istory welcomes the submission of manuscripts 
■  ■dealing with the history of St. Paul, Ramsey County, and their 
environs. In particular, the Editorial Board encourages writers to

w ritten perm ission from  the publisher. contact the editor with proposals for neighborhood histories, stories
On the cover: Children at the Thomas-Dale 
Child C are Center attend one o f  the many 
needed child care centers operated by the

about local leaders and their families, accounts of prominent 
institutions, businesses or organizations and articles on the racial and

Am herst H . W ilder Foundation in the East 
M etro area o f  St. Paul and Ramsey County.

ethnic diversity of Ramsey County.
The intent of the Editorial Board is to encourage and support

Acknowledgements: The photographs on 
pages 4 -1 9 , page 28 and on the front cover 
are from  the archives o f  The Saint Paul

writing about urban and local history relating to St. Paul and Ramsey 
County. Our quarterly magazine needs a continuing flow of well

Foundation and used with the Foundation’s 
permission. All other photographs in this 
issue o f  Ram sey C ounty H istory  are from  the

researched and thoughtfully written articles that reflect the richness of 
the people, places, and institutions of the county. The members of our

audio-visual collections o f  the Minnesota 
Historical Society.

society are enthusiastic about history. They deserve the best historical 
writing we can provide to them.

—John L. Lindley, chairman, Editorial Board
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Letters to the Editor

What About Fitzgerald?
I know that F. Scott Fitzgerald, the fa
mous American writer, was bom in St. 
Paul, but where was he bom and how 
much time did he actually spend there?

—Eloise Martin, Mahtomedi

St. Paul’s influence on Fitzgerald and his 
work is somewhat out ofproportion to the 
number o f  years he lived here. According 
to John Kob las’ excellent little book, F. 
Scott Fitzgerald in Minnesota/His 
Homes and Haunts, Fitzgerald was bom  
in St. Paul in 1886, in a house at 481 Lau
rel Avenue. He lived there until 1898. He 
returned to St. Paul in 1908 and re
mained until 1911. From 1912 to 1919, 
he was in prep school and college in the 
East, then in the army during World War 
I, but he returned to St. Paul during those 
years fo r  holidays and vacations. In 1921 
and 1922 he and Zelda, his wife, were in 
St. Paul where their daughter was bom. 
In 1922, Fitzgerald left St. Paul for the 
last time.

Harriet Island’s Zoo
I remember the zoo on Harriet Island that 
Thomas B. Mega described in the Sum
mer, 1990, issue of Ramsey County His
tory. By the time I was taken to see it as 
a boy in the late 1920s, there weren’t 
many animals left but my father told me 
it once had monkeys, rabbits, coyotes, 
foxes, wolves and other animals. When 
was the zoo created and how long was it 
in existence?

-John  Johnson, St. Paul

The zoo was created in 1900 and lasted 
fo r  more than thirty years. In the begin
ning, it was quite a novelty. The animals 
were housed in cages at first, then, after 
1919, in a concrete building. They were 
well cared-for but, after repeated flood
ing o f  the island, they were moved to 
Como Zoo in the early 1930s.

F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald In Dell- 
wood in 1921.

More on the Cemetery
You neglected to mention another source 
of information in your response to Nancy 
Altman Zuber’s letter in the Summer, 
1990, issue. She asked about Orchard 
Center and the old cemetery that once oc
cupied the site at Victoria and Orchard. 
Zuber should also contact the St. Paul 
Parks and Recreation Department.

-  Thomas J. Kelley.

Hamm House
We’ve been trying to locate the site of the 
Hamm family mansion on Dayton’s 
Bluff. Isn’t there a little park there now? 

—Mrs. C. E. Peterson, Minneapolis

This great Queen Ann-style showplace 
that once overlooked downtown St. Paul 
stood at 671 Greenbrier. It was built in 
1887 by William Hamm, Sr., and de
stroyed in 1954 in a fire set by an ar
sonist. A small park created by the St. 
Paul Garden Club and the city’s Depart
ment o f Parks and Recreation marks the

site. Fora photograph o f the Hamm man
sion, see the back cover o f this issue.

Minnesota in the Civil War 
The television series on the Civil War has 
aroused my interest in what part Min
nesota, or Minnesotans, might have 
played in that great conflict. Where can I 
get more information?

L. J. Harvey, Maplewood.

To the Last Man, a history o f Minnesota’s 
135th Infantry Regiment by Kenneth 
Maitland Davis, has a long first chapter 
on Minnesota’s Civil War regiments. The 
book, published by the Ramsey County 
Historical Society in 1982, is available at 
the Society’s office in Landmark Center in 
downtown St. Paul.

Study in Contrasts
Whether it was a conscious editorial de
cision or not, I was fascinated by the jux
taposition of the two articles on water 
recreation in your Spring and Summer is
sues. Thomas B. Mega’s description of 
the “recreational” Mississippi river in the 
Summer issue contrasts nicely with 
Thomas C. Buckley’s article on James J. 
Hill’s yacht, the Wacouta, in your Spring 
number.

Read back-to-back, these articles il
lustrate how people in St. Paul and Ram
sey County relaxed and took advantage 
of the available aquatic recreational op
portunities, depending on their economic 
and social circumstances in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries. Yachting may 
have been the favored pursuit of the very 
wealthy, like Hill, but as Mega showed, 
the richness of the Mississippi has given 
recreational pleasure to more Minneso
tans in more ways than we may have been 
aware.
—Kathryn V. Lindley, Northfield, Minn.
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The Theodore Hamm mansion at 671 Greenbrier Avenue, as it looked around 1900. See page 3.


