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A Message from the Editorial Board

Wnramsey County History welcomes the submission of manuscripts
m mdealing with the history of St. Paul, Ramsey County, and their
environs. In particular, the Editorial Board encourages writers to
contact the editor with proposals for neighborhood histories, stories
about local leaders and their families, accounts of prominent
institutions, businesses or organizations and articles on the racial and
ethnic diversity of Ramsey County.

The intent of the Editorial Board is to encourage and support
writing about urban and local history relating to St. Paul and Ramsey
County. Our quarterly magazine needs a continuing flow of well
researched and thoughtfully written articles that reflect the richness of
the people, places, and institutions of the county. The members of our
society are enthusiastic about history. They deserve the best historical
writing we can provide to them.

—John L. Lindley, chairman, Editorial Board



West Against Eastfrom page 23
Bryan’s platform. Of course, these me-
tals are measured in ounces, or ab-
breviated, oz. Along the road, Dorothy is
joined by allies: the Scarecrow, who ap-
pears as a real “hayseed” with no brain
but is really quite shrewd; the Tin
Woodsman, the Eastern worker, now
rusting away in unemployment following
the Depression of 1893, his living parts
replaced by the industrial revolution with
metal machinery that has no heart; and
the Cowardly Lion, Bryan himself, a
man unsure of his abilities but truly
brave underneath. Keeping Dorothy
company through it all is little Toto, the
Prohibitionists who are political allies.
Problems abound, once they reach the
Emerald City, whose beauty must be
seen through green colored glasses. It is
ruled by the great Wizard, President

McKinley, frightening to behold but
really only made of paper mache, noise
and lights. The Wizard asks them to kill
the Wicked Witch of the West and the in-
trepid group heads over the prairie.

The Witch sees their approach and
tries to destroy them with the forces of
nature, sending wolves, crows and then
bees at them. Finally, the Winged Mon-
keys capture the little girl. The Winged
Monkeys are not inherently evil, just
creatures linked to the land and ill used by
powerful forces.

Their leader says, “Once. . we
were a free people, living happily in the
great forest, flying from tree to tree, eat-
ing nuts and fruit, and doing just as we
pleased without calling anybody mas-
ter.” The first American pioneers faced a
similar people, at least in Baum’s eyes.

The Witch desperately wants the sil-

ver slippers because she, better than the
innocent Dorothy, knows their power.
Enslaved by the Witch, “Dorothy wentto
work meekly, with her mind made up to
work as hard as she could, for she was
glad the Wicked Witch had decided notto
kill her.” Fearful of her political power,
Dorothy finally extinguishes the Witch’s
life with abucket of water. Would not the
Western farmer welcome the prospect of
irrigation?

Atleastinchildren’s stories and some-
where over the rainbow, the West gained
revenge on the political and financial
power ofthe East. (See Henry Littlefield,
“The Wizard of Oz: Parable on
Populism,” American Quarterly, Vol.
16, No. 1(1964), pp. 47-58.)

—Daniel John Hoisington.

Reshaping the River: The Man-made Mississippi

fone of the colorful French voyageurs
who once paddled the Mississippi
could return as a time traveler, it is

is now downtown St. Paul and flowing into
the Mississippi. One flowed out of the
beautiful Fountain Cave and through a

highly doubtful that he would recognizesecluded gorge to the river. A few blocks

the river that was his highway.

Today, the riverfront that stretches
through downtown St. Paul is almost en-
tirely man-made, on both the east and west
banks. In the 1840s and 1850s, the river
was shallower and wider, its banks low
and marshy, its surface dotted with sand-
bars that are now under water. Joseph R.
Brown, editor of the Minnesota Pioneer,
often skipped across the river on ice floes
to reach his home on the West Side. During
the dead of winter, the river froze solid,
isolating the community from supplies and
commerce but making sleighing and skat-
ing on the river favorite winter past-times.

The area below the eighty-foot down-
town bluffs, now paved with trackage, was
once an almost impassable swamp that so
effectively separated the Upper Landing at
the foot of Chestnut Street from the Lower
Landing on Jackson Street that the houses
and stores clustered about the landings
were for a time virtually separate settle-
ments. Eventually the two landings were
connected at water level.

From the river, a voyageur paddling
downstream could see a half-a-dozen little
streams cutting through the bluffs of what
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downriver from the present 35E bridge,
the gorge sheltered the hovel Pierre “Pig’s
Eye” Parrant erected in 1838 to sell whis-
key to river travelers.

Below the Lower Landing, known to-
day as Lambert’s Landing but a century
and more ago as the Jackson Street Land-
ing, Robert’s Landing or St. Paul’s Land-
ing, a vast marsh extended from near what
is now Sibley Street almost to the foot of
Dayton’s Bluff. Trout Brook and Phalen
Creek drained the marsh and flowed into
the Mississippi. During high water, the
valley formed a cove where boats could
penetrate as far inland as present-day
Third Street. And across the river on the
West Side there was a large lake, Lamprey
Lake, where Holman Field is located
today.

All up and down this stretch of the Mis-
sissippi, the river front has been altered
dramatically, the streams paved over or
diverted into culverts. The bog at the base
of Dayton’s Bluff, the great white sand-
stone bluffs the Indians called Im-in-i-ja,
or White Rock, was drained and filled to
create more space for trackage. In the
process, the mouth of St. Paul’s most in-

triguing landmark, the romantic and mys-
terious Carver’s Cave, also was cut back.

Filling of the lowlands along the Mis-
sissippi effectively narrowed the river.
This was the handiwork principally of the
railroads that at first laid their tracks on
trestles extending out into the river and fol-
lowing a series ofsandbars that ran parallel

to the river’s edge. As time went on, the
open spaces between trestles and shoreline

were filled in, the trestles abandoned, and
tracks laid on the fill.

The reshaping of the riverfrontto fitthe
changing economic needs of a growing
commercial center was as much amatter of
public subsidy as it was of private enter-
prise. In the 19th century, die city of St.
Paul maintained the public levees, granted
rights-of-way to railroads, bought the
bonds that financed construction of the rail
lines, and encouraged industry to build on
the West Side through use of $1 per year
leases.

But the most extensive use of public
subsidies, and thatwhich changed the river
the most dramatically, was the dredging of
the nine-foot channel in the 1930s and the
building by the federal government of the
twenty-six locks and dams that once again
made commercial navigation on the Mis-
sissippi possible. —Virginia B. Kunz



The Theodore Hamm mansion at671 GreenbrierAvenue, asitlookedaround 1900. Seepage 3.
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