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M essage from Editorial Board

This issue of Ramsey County History brings together the stories of two related, and 
yet different, major figures in the history of St. Paul during the late nineteenth and 

early twentieth centuries. The are Chauncey Wright Griggs and Crawford Livingston. 
Griggs came to St. Paul from New England in 1856. Crawford Livingston left New 
York for Minnesota in 1870, and relocated to St. Paul a few years later.

Crawford Livingston was a canny investor who prospered from railroads, utilities, 
insurance, and land sales. Chauncey Griggs put his money into supplying coal and 
wood and into transportation, land sales, the wholesale grocery business and, finally, 
the lumber business. Their habits of hard work and a willingness to seize upon busi
ness opportunities helped both to acquire large personal fortunes. The 1915 marriage 
of one Livingston daughter with one Griggs son meant that their parents’ stories be
came even more intertwined. Today the names of Chauncey Griggs and Crawford Liv
ingston live on in St. Paul in the Crawford Livingston Theatre, in streets named for 
Griggs and Livingston, and in the Burbank-Livingston-Griggs house still standing on 
Summit Avenue.

John Lindley, who chairs the Ramsey County Historical Society’s Editorial Board, 
has brought the Livingston and Griggs careers and their families to life. His research on 
these two business leaders is based on work in more than twenty archives, libraries, and 
manuscript collections in Minnesota and elsewhere. To do this, he has had the help of 
many people who have provided information and suggestions along the way, particu
larly Tom White of the James J. Hill Reference Library; Jim Sazevich, an independent 
historian, researcher, and geneologist of St. Paul; Virginia Brainard Kunz, editor of 
Ramsey County History, and Molly Spillman of the Ramsey County Historical Society 
staff.

In addition, this project would not have come to fruition if the author had not had the 
encouragement and support of Patricia Sweney Hart, a Griggs descendant, and Mary 
Griggs Burke, a Livingston granddaughter. They have been extraordinarily generous in 
sharing family stories, letters, photos, and ideas about Chauncey Griggs and Crawford 
Livingston because they wanted others to known how these two men helped to shape 
St. Paul’s history.

Priscilla Famham, executive director, Ramsey County Historical Society
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Books

Louise’s Legacy 
Edited by Moira F. Harris 
St. Paul: Pogo Press, 1999 
132 pages, $15.95 (paper)

Reviewed by Virginia Brainard Kunz

Throughout his lifetime, Theodore 
Hamm was generally considered re

sponsible for the success of the St. Paul 
brewery that bore his name. However, 
there was a strong, supportive woman 
behind the man and she was his wife, 
Louise Buckholz Hamm, who held 
equal authority and deserved equal 
credit. As Editor Moira Harris points 
out in her introduction, had Louise 
Hamm not been willing to work hard, 
the brewery and its Biergartens would 
not have flourished as they did.

This is the latest in a set of four books 
about the Hamm family, the brewery, 
and its famous advertising. Actually, a 
prequel to the first three, this volume 
deals primarily with nineteenth century 
events from around 1855 to 1894. In a 
sense, it is a memoir as well. Harris has 
assembled family accounts recorded and 
written by family members.

The first section, “Theodore and 
Louise Hamm: Their Story,” is a frag
mentary account of family history writ
ten by Louise Muller and based upon her 
interviews with the five “Tantes,” the 
five Hamm sisters, the daughters of 
Theodore and Louise—Wilhelmina, 
Louise, Josephine, Marie, and Emma. 
Louise Muller, who died in 1991, was 
Marie’s daughter. Family stories 
abound. There was Louise Hamm’s 
Biergarten where she served homesick

Louise’s Legacy

Landsmanner inexpensive German 
dishes she knew how to prepare: Spitz
buben, Spaetzle, Leber Klosse, Kartoffel 
Klosse, Sauerbraten, Sauerkraut, Speck.

There is an account of the unhappy 
year—1855—Louise spent in Chicago 
before joining her husband in St. Paul 
where she “was horrified to find that the 
Indians here were not white” and that 
they painted their skins and wore feath
ers. When the Civil War broke out in 
1861 and Theodore announced he had 
volunteered for service, Louise pro
tested vigorously. He remained in St. 
Paul. The California Gold Rush brought 
another cloud to her horizon. Mesmer
ized by vivid tales of gold lying in the 
streams ready for panning, Theodore 
proposed to set out for the West and he 
and Louise had their first quarrel

“Theodore Hamm was a philos-

pher,” Muller wrote. He realized that he 
had brought her to a strange country, 
that he had left her in Chicago to fend 
for herself, that after coming to St. Paul 
she had endured all the hardships of pi
oneer life, and that he had no right to 
leave her and head for the gold fields 
with his unmarried friends. He re
mained behind. Instead, without his 
wife’s knowledge, he mortgaged their 
home and his wife’s Biergarten and, 
adding all his savings, staked a friend to 
the trip west. His friend, in turn, gave 
him the deed to a small brewery on St. 
Paul’s East Side. The friend died, 
Hamm lost everything, and Louise was 
beside herself as disaster stared her in 
the face. But that small brewery marked 
the beginning of the Hamm Brewery.

Other accounts follow that of Theo
dore and Marie. “The Press Visits the 
Brewery” includes lengthy reports and 
descriptions by reporters from three St. 
Paul newspapers. Each story takes a 
slightly different view of the brewery 
and of Theodore Hamm himself. Pho
tographs of the brewery, its workers, 
Hamm memorabilia, and copies of some 
of the more famous ads illustrate this 
section. Next, Alice Muller Franzen de
scribes “The Rhine Journey,” a partial 
account of a visit to Germany which the 
Hamms made in 1886. A surprise 
greeted them on their return to St. Paul. 
Their son William, who was managing 
the brewery while his father was away, 
had hired an architect to design the red 
brick mansion that remained a city land
mark until a fire destroyed it in 1954.

Virginia Brainard Kunz is editor o f  
Ramsey County History.

RAMSEY COUNTY HISTORY 31



mMMAMMm 1

Successors to J. J. Hill & Co., anil HewcomHe & É 2 É
DEALERS IN.

A  F u ll S tock  of the above Articles 
a lw a y s on  H and. |

ORDERS PROMPTLY FILLED.

OFFICE AT THE TRANSFER HOUSE,

ON TH E LEVEE.

An 1869-1870 ad for Hill, Griggs & Co. See article beginning on page 4.
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