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Childhood Among the Dakota
Jane Gibbs: ‘Little Bird That Was Caught

Jane DeBow Gibbs (Zitkadan UsawinJ, an undated portraitby C. A. DeLong,
Sunbeam Gallery, St. Anthony, Minnesota, dating from the 1880s. Ramsey County
Historical Society archives. See article beginning on page 4.
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A Message from the Editorial Board

is issue of Ramsey County History features the remarkable story of Jane
T?DeBow Gibbs and her family on the Minnesota frontier. Deanne Weber’s
research on Jane Gibbs and her struggle to make a life for her family, along with
Thomond O’Brien’s report on the archeological dig for the Gibbs’s sod shanty
that the Ramsey County Historical Society undertook at the Gibbs Farm Mu-
seum last summer, have awakened new interest in Jane Gibbs, an otherwise or-
dinary woman of her times who displayed extraordinary strength of character in
the face of substantial hardships. For the Society, this new research has
prompted a total re-examination and reinterpretation of the Gibbs Farm Mu-
seum. For members of the Society and friends of Ramsey County history, we
hope this issue of our magazine will be the beginning of their own reassessment
of what life was like for Minnesotans in the middle of the nineteenth century.

John M. Lindley, chairman, Editorial Board



1995 DONOR RECOGNITION

The Ramsey County Historical Society takes great pleasure in extending warmest thanks to all of the 1995 supporters of the
Society. It isthey who have made it possible to offer programs of such high standards to our community.

A special thank you goes to the Board of the Ramsey County Commissioners for their continuing and loyal support. Their
patronage through the years has given a solid foundation on which to build. Hal Norgard, chairman; Susan Haigh; John Finley;
Rafael Ortega; Richard O’Connor; Brenda Thomas; Richard Wedell. Special appreciation goes to Terry Schitten for his quality

professional assistance.
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Deanne Zibell Weber, a St. Paul resi-
dent, earned a master’s degree in Me-
dieval and Renaissance history from
Duke University. As a child, she had
first-hand experience in modem market
gardening, helping her grandparents sell
produce at their vegetable stand on the
northwest comer of County Road B and
Snelling Avenue in Roseville. Her grand-
father also served as the custodian at the
Gibbs Schoolfor a short time. The Ram-
sey County Historical Society wishes to
thank the Patrick and Aimée Butler Fam-
ily Foundation for its support in the re-
search and writing ofthis article.
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Payne Avenue, as it looked in 1931. This view looks south on Payne from its intersection with Jessamine. See “Growing Up in St. Paul’ on page 21

Minnesota Historical Society photograph.

RAMSEY *COUNTY «HISTORICAL *SOCIETY
Published by the Ramsey County Historical Society
323 Landmark Center

75 West Fifth Street
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. Postage

PAID
St. Paul, MN
Permit #3989



