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Message from Editorial Board

ost of this issue of Ramsey County History focuses on the Gibbs Farm Museum,

which the Ramsey County Historical Society owns in Falcon Heights. Over the past
several years, the Society has expanded its interpretation of the Gibbs Farm to encompass
both the white culture of the original owners, Jane and Heman Gibbs, and the Native Amer-
ican culture of the young Jane’s friends, the Santee Dakota, in the first half of the nineteenth
century.

Historian Julie Humann begins her article with an analysis of how Jane and the Dakota
came to know and understand each other, beginning in 1835 when as a little girl, she lived
hear the village of the Dakota chief, Cloud Man, in today’s south Minneapolis. A key part of
their mutually supportive relationship depended upon the genuine reciprocity that these rep-
resentatives of the two cultures had for each other.

Writer Janet Cass complements Humann’s descriptions of Dakota culture with an exam-
ination of Dakota gardening at the farm Jane and her husband, Heman Gibbs, later estab-
lished. Cass writes of the plant species the Dakota commonly used, their gardening tech-
niques, and the relationship their gardening had to other aspects of their culture. Lastly, she
explains how the Dakota garden at the farm’s site fits in with the museum’s expanded inter-
pretation. The Society welcomes any additional information that readers of this magazine
can supply about these aspects of Dakota material culture.

This issue next moves to the world of commercial agriculture practiced by the Gibbs
family and other Minnesota farmers from the end of the nineteenth century to the present.
Retired University of Minnesota agronomist William R. Hueg, Jr., explains how the Uni-
versity acquired the rich farmland that once belonged to the Gibbs family and other early
residents of Rose Township and built a world-renowned agricultural experiment station.

John M. Lindley, Chair, Editorial Board
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L_etters to the Editor

The Harriet Island Pavilion

When | was a child, the highlight of a
week-end would be a visit to Harriet
Island with my parents. | had no idea
who “Harriet” was, let alone who de-
signed the pavilion there, but it’s nice to
see a photograph of that familiar gather-
ing place and to know a little bit more
about it. | haven’t been back to St. Paul
in many years. Is that pavilion of my
childhood still standing?
Louise Montgomery,
Phoenix, Arizona.

It is indeed, and both the pavilion and
the island itself are undergoing exten-
sive restoration as part of the Harriet
Island Regional Park. The pavilion has
been renamed the Clarence W. Wiging-
ton Pavilion, in honor ofits architect. In
addition, thirty-two red granite medal-
lions, 12" by 12", will be installed in the
plaza to represent each of the Wiging-
ton-designed buildings that still exist,
as well as some of his fanciful ice
palaces. HarrietIsland, by the way, was
named many years ago for Harriet
Bishop, who arrived in St. Paul from
Vermont in 1847 and organized the
community’sfirst Sunday School.

The Sioux and the Dakota

I have a little Minnesota history book that
we used in grade school back in the early
1950s. It refers to the Indian bands that
lived around the Twin Cities as “Sioux,”
when they seem to be called “Dakota”
today. I’'ve always wondered why.
Melissa Gregory, St. Cloud.

Two major groups ofNative Americans
lived in the Minnesota region. The early
fur traders called those in northern
Minnesota the Chippewa, now known
as Ojibwa. They were bitter enemies of
the Dakotas, who lived in southern and
mnestern Minnesota, and the Ojibwa at-
tached a derogatory name to them-

The Harriet Island Pavilion, designed by Wigington in 1941 and listed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. Photo from the Riverfront Development Corporation.

“Naudowessie, ” or “Nadowaysioux,
meaning “snake.” The French fur
traders shortened it to “Sioux, ” but the
Dakota have preferred their own name,
which means “friend”” or “allies. ”

Immigration and St. Paul

| read somewhere that huge waves of
immigrants began to flood into St. Paul
after the Civil War? Did the city have
any programs for handling them back
then?

David Rask, Stillwater.

The city was hampered by lack of infor-
mation on immigrants and their num-
bers. For example, when thefirst steam-
boat of the season docked at the Lower
Landing in 1867, many of its passen-
gers had nowhere to go. The St. Paul
Board of Trade opened a temporary
shelter, a “Housefor Emigrants, ” in a
warehouse on Chestnut Street near the
Upper Landing. Amenities, however,
were limited to bunksfilled with straw
and some stoves and fuel for cooking.

Later on, immigrants were housed in
the old Union Depot and in a Railroad
Immigration House at Broadway and
Third Street.

What was the Backus School for Girls?
Winifred Winter, St. Paul.

It was a school established in St. Paul
by Carrie Haskins Backus, who also
founded the Thursday Club, several
other women’s study clubs, lectured on
Shakespeare and served as state secre-
tary offorestryfor the Minnesota Fed-
eration of Women’s Clubs.

The 1940 Ice Palace

I remember that magnificent ice palace
Clarence Wigington designed for the
1940 Winter Carnival. | mailed a letter
there because it had a federal post office
inside. A few months later | was called
into World War Il service with my Na-
tional Guard unit. It was my last mem-
ory of St. Paul.

George Taylor, Minneapolis.
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Jux Indians,” an 1851 watercolor by Johann Baptist Wengler, Oberésterreichisches Landes-
seum, Linz, Austria. Wenglerpainted this ata time oftransition for the Dakota people. The
dress ofthe man suggests a ceremonial costume and the lance probably was forparade use,
but the women’s dress reflects their gradual adoption ofthe clothing of the white community.
by F. Gangl and reproduced by permission ofthe museum. See article beginning on page 4



