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St. Paul as it looked in 1853, two years after four Sisters o f St. Joseph arrived in St. Paul. This colored lithograph was produced as part o f a 
United States government survey o f Minnesota Territory. Ramsey County Historical Society collections.
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Publication of Ramsey County History is supported in part by a gift from 
Clara M. Claussen and Frieda H. Claussen in memory of Henry H. Cowie, Jr. 

and by a contribution from the late Reuel D. Harmon

A Message from the Editorial Board

Our Winter issue presents three diverse articles ranging in time from Minnesota’s 
Territorial period to the tum-of-the-century and on to the 1930s. In our lead article, 

Sister Ann Thomasine Sampson recounts the story of how four Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet came to St. Paul in 1851 and began their missionary work at this lonely out
post high on the bluffs overlooking the Mississippi. Through her access to the details 
found in the records of the Order and other sources, Sister Ann provides a compelling 
portrait of these four female pioneers, their religious loyalty and faith, and their persis
tence in the face of great hardships. This is the story of the enduring influence of these 
devoted missionaries on St. Paul in its earliest years.

From the poverty and hardships of the four Sisters of St. Joseph, the issue moves on 
to the opulence and splendor of the mansion that James J. Hill built on Summit Avenue 
between 1887 and 1891. Writer and historian Lou Ann Matossian focuses on the Ori
ental mgs that Hill purchased to furnish his splendid home. By examining the available 
records, Matossian shows that Hill, who could easily have afforded Oriental mgs of any 
cost, bought many medium-quality mgs that impressed visitors but showed that Hill 
was what she calls “the practical millionaire.” The James J. Hill that emerges from her 
research is a man who spent only what he needed to on his mgs and avoided any that 
might have qualified as works of art.

In our third article, John Larson’s “Growing Up in St. Paul” tells how he and his 
family dealt with the serious eye ailment he had in the 1920s and ’30s. He also recalls 
with detail and good humor his experiences as a member of the Vision Class at Webster 
School. Within the St. Paul Public Schools of that time, the Vision Class consisted of 
all the students at a particular school who were blind or had other serious vision prob
lems. Although Larson tells his story matter-of-factly, his account is an understated 
tribute to the caring and well-qualified teachers who helped him (and by inference other 
students) succeed in their studies in spite of their medical problems.

John M. Lindley, Chair, Editorial Board
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2000
Donor Recognition 

Roll
The R am sey County H istorical Society  takes great 

pleasure in extending warmest and m ost sincere thanks 

to all supporters o f  the Society in the year 2000. 

They make it possib le to offer high quality programs to 

the community.

A  special thank you goes to the Board o f  the Ram sey 

County C om m issioners for their continuing and loyal 

support. Their patronage through the years gives the 

Society a solid  foundation on w hich to build. Thank 

you Rafael Ortega, Chairman; Tony Bennett; Susan  

Haigh; Jim M cD onough; Victoria Reinhardt; Janice 

Rettman; Jan Parker W iessner. Special appreciation 

goes to County M anager Paul Kirkwold and his staff for 

their quality professional assistance.

RA M SEY • COUNTY • HISTORICAL • SOCIETY



2000 Annual Appeal, General Operating,
Endowment and Project Support: by individuals

Operating and endowment support above and beyond membership dues is critical to continue quality programming for the 
Society. This year we are extremely appreciative for the substantial support from the following individuals: (Please call 
651-222-0701 to correct any errors or omissions)

$1.000 or more
Anonymous 
Mary Anderson 
Charlton Dietz 
William and Terry Dircks 
Mr. and Mrs. W. John Driscoll 
Robert and Priscilla Famham 
William B. Frels 
R.F. Garland
Mr. and Mrs. Howard M. Guthmann
Mari & Douglas Harpur
George A. Mairs
Anonymous
Eileen M. Momsen
Richard T. Murphy Sr.
David 0 . Nicholson

$500 - $999
Deb Anderson
Carl and Charlotte Drake
Joanne Englund
Terri and Michael Hoffman
Katherine Lightner
Thomas Mairs
Marvin Pertzik
A. Scheffer Lang and Pat Hart 
Ronald J. Zweber 
Kathy Zwick

$250 - $499
Peter Anson 
Sharon Avent
Thomas and Elizabeth Boyd
Anonymous
Crystal Clift
Richard and Shirley De Leo 
Ruth and John Huss 
David and Perrin Lilly 
Malcom McDonald 
Mary Bigelow McMillan 
Harry McNeely, Jr. 
Anonymous 
Walter N. Trenerry 
Dr. and Mrs. James Wall 
Glenn Wiessner 
Laurie Zenner

$100 - $249
Mr. and Mrs. John Baker 
Charles L. Bathke 
Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Bancroft 
George & Karen Benz 
Margery Brewster 
Jefferson Clowes 
Gale Davis
Chris and Jean Donaldson 
David Durenberger 
Mark Eisenschenk 
Bernard P. & Damaris Friels 
Anonymous
James and Joan Gardner
Lorraine and Harry Hammerly
Anonymous
John L. Hannaford
Missy Thompson and Gar Hargens
Jennifer H. Gross
Joan and Bob Grzywinski
Anonymous
Louis F. Hill
James E. Johnson
Thomas J. Kelley
James Kenna
John Kinkead
Judith and Stephen Lewis
John and Susan Lindley
Richard London
Tom McGough, Sr.
John and Bonnie Manthey
Anonymous
Henry Morgan
Laurie Murphy
Margaret and Robert Nelson
Anonymous
Cynthia Kelley O'Neill
Martin and Esther Kellogg
James and Gail LaFave
John G. Ordway Jr.
Ronald Pederson 
Curt Peterson 
Karin Marie Peterson 
John A. Pfaender 
Eugene L. Piccolo 
Julian G. Plante 
Laura Platt
Catherine and William Randall 
Ronald and Mary Reagan

Lori Ricke
Richard A. Rohleder
Daniel and Katherine Rominski
William D. Sanders
Dick Sarafolean
John W. Schletty
Anonymous
William G.and Mary D. Shepherd
James and Marie Stolpstad
Kent and Kathy Thompson
Jon and Lea Theobald
Jane Trosdahl
David and Karen Trudeau
Harry M. Walsh
David and Mary Ann Wark
Steve and Kathy Wellington
Annette M. Whaley
June Wheeler and Peter Herzog
Nan Willie
Barbara and Sherman C. Winthrop 
Louise and Richard Wolfgramm

Up to $99
Duke Addicks
Alfred and Dorothee Aeppli
Bruce and Jean M. Anderson
Donald S. Asp
Alice and Elsie Bahnemann
Mr. and Mrs. William Barden
William and Paula D. Bathke
Michael Borkan
William T. Bowler
John and Andrea Brainard
John and Terrie Brandt
Roger Brooks
Ann Bulger
De Anne Cherry
Marilyn and Harvey Chiat
Anonymous
Phyllis Conlin
Anne Cowie
Anonymous
Robert S. Davis
Anonymous
Joseph W. Elsinger
Margaret H. Eubanks
Lorraine and Peter Fischer
Harold and Judith Fotsch



Sam H. Fudenberg 
Catherine and Paul Gatto 
John and Anne Geisler 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. Geist 
Helen D. Gislason 
Gaylord Glamer 
Betty M. Granger 
Ronald Hachey 
Maxine O. Halvorson 
Robert and Evelyn V. Hansen 
Glenn Hanson 
JohnHarens 
Muriel Hawkins 
Donald E. Johnson 
Sandy Johnson 
Reuben and Esther Kaplan 
Carol R. Kelly 
Tom King
Barbara and Thomas Kirby 
A1 Lagen 
David W. Larson 
Louise Liggett Lambie 
Anonymous

Iris M. Lueck
John McCormick and Bridget Sprel 
Cornelia McCune 
Philip J. Markert 
Anonymous
Lester and Eileen Meitzer 
Philip and Henrietta Miller 
John D. Mueller 
Catherine Mumane 
Anonymous 
Elaine R. Nelson 
Mrs. Richardson B. Okie 
Otis and Jean Godfrey 
Mary Ann Palmer 
Anthony and Agnes Palmer 
Leila D.J. Poullada 
Ken and Pat Puffer 
Anonymous 
Deborah Rechnagel 
Patricia Redding 
Jeannie Richgels 
Robert Rulon-Miller 
James and Kathleen Russell

Robert A. Schanke
Thomas H. Schuh
Anthony and Judy Schumacher
Terri Silverberg
Glen Skovolt
Marsha and Kent Smith
William Sternberg
Claude and Mary Ann Swayze
Steven and Geraldine R. Thompson

Barbara Stuhler
Ralph and Loanne Thrane
Spencer and Miriam Turner
Stan Vogel
Robert and Betty Waldoch 
Fay Walther
Richard and Margaret Wedell 
Jean West
Kent and Anne Mears Wilson 
Charles and Elizabeth Woehrle 
Heather Worthington 
Anonymous 
Anonymous

2000 Foundations, Corporations, and Organizations

Ramsey County Historical Society receives generous financial support from foundations, corporations, businesses and other 
organizations. This year the following have made gifts in support of the Society:

Anonymous Foundation 
Elmer L. and Eleanor J. Andersen 

Foundation
Katherine B. Andersen Fund of The Saint 

Paul Foundation
Lillian Wright and C. Emil Berglund 

Foundation, Inc.
F. R. Bigelow Foundation 
Boss Foundation
Harlan Boss Foundation for the Arts 
Mary Livingston Griggs and Mary 

Griggs Burke Foundation 
The Patrick and Aimee Butler Family 

Foundation 
Cherokee State Bank 
Cox Insurance Associates 
Edwin W. and Catherine M. Davis 

Foundation
Dellwood Foundation, Inc.
Driscoll Foundation

Joseph and Lillian Duke Foundation 
Firstar Bank of Minnesota 
Gross Given Company 
HRK Foundation 
The Hubbard Foundation 
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation 
Krause Anderson Construction 
Larson Allen Weishair and Company, LLP 
Legislative Commission on Minnesota 

Resources
Richard Coyle Lilly Foundation 
The Manitou Fund 
Mardag Foundation 
McGough Construction 
The Medtronic Foundation 
The Minnesota Mutual Foundation 
Moore, Costello and Hart 
The Laura Jane Musser Fund 
National Checking Company 
National Mower

Alice M. O'Brien Foundation 
Casey A. T. O'Neil Foundation 
Padilla, Spears, Beardsley, Inc.
Margaret Rivers Fund 
St. Croix Foundation 
The Saint Paul Foundation 
The St. Paul Companies 
St. Paul Garden Club 
St. Paul Stamp Works 
Schroeder Milk Company 
Smyth Company 
Summit Brewing Company 
Tapemark Company 
Tozer Foundation 
Victory Ramp
Archie D. and Bertha H. Walker Foundation 
H. E. and Helen R. Warren Foundation 
Wells Fargo 
Western Bank 
Whitney Foundation

2000 Premium Members Contributors

We would like to show our appreciation to the following members who from year to year choose to renew their memberships at 
one o f the premium levels, above and beyond the basic membership level, thereby generating significant additional annual income 
for the work of the society.

Guarantor
Mr. & Mrs. W. John Driscoll 
N.L. Gault
Edwin & Susan McCarthy

Benefactor
Peter K. Butler 
Brian & Mary Lou Campion 
William & Terry Dircks 
Howard and Elizabeth Guthman 
Harry and Lorraine Hammerly 
Stanley S. Hubbard 
Marlene Marschall 
Thomas and Barbara McLeod 
Robert Rulon-Miller 
Richard and Lucy Wilhoit

Sponsors
Mary Anderson 
William & Nancy Anderson 
Sharon Avent 
Alfred Bathke*
William & Paula D. Bathke 
Art & Karol Baumeister 
W. Andrew & Linda Boss 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Bullard 
Richard & Maureen Cox 
Blanche & Violet Dvorak 
Michael Green 
Robert & Ramona Hess 
Kathryn A. Kelly 
Robert Klas 
John E. Larkin 
Judith & Stephen Lewis 
Richard & Margaret Lidstad 
David & Perrin Lilly 
Francis P. & Maureen Markoe 
Mary Bigelow McMillan 
Harry McNeely, Jr.
Richard & Nancy Nicholson 
Cole Oehler
Mrs. Richardson B. Okie
Marvin J. Pertzik
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schroeder
Jane Trosdahl
♦Deceased

Patrons
Adrienne Banks
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Bell

W. S. Brennom 
Olivia I. Dodge 
Chris & Jean Donaldson 
Carl & Charlotte Drake 
David Durenberger 
Gertrude B. Ffolliott 
Harold & Judith Fotsch 
William Frels 
Janet Frey
Otis & Jean Godfrey, Jr.
Jennifer H. Gross
Marshall & Elizibeth Hatfield
June Wheeler & Peter Herzog
Ruth & John Huss
James E. Johnson
Marion Johnson
Lucy Jones
Phyllis Jones
Esther & Martin Kellogg
Robert M. Knox, Jr.
Nancy Klüver & Lawrence Syverud 
John & Susan Lindley 
Thomas Mairs 
J.S. Micallef
Robert B. & Donna Mirick 
Henry Morgan 
Catherine Mumane 
Bob & Anne Nickoloff 
Patrick H. O'Neill, Jr.
Frederick Owens
Ronald Pederson
Laura Platt
James Reagan
Lori Ricke
Paul F. Sands
Ernie & Audrey Schroeder
Richard & Barbara Shank
William G. & Mary D. Shepherd
G. Richard Slade
John S. Sonnen
Gary R. Sparr
Kathleen Stack
Geraldine Stutzman
Jon & Lea Theobald
Kent & Kathy Thompson
Stephen & Melinda Urion
Lee & Dorothy Whitson
Glenn Wiessner
Ronald J. Zweber

Contributors
Thomas P. Alexander 
Bruce & Jean Anderson

Edward & Audrey Anderson 
Gordon B. Asselstine 
George S. Bergh, Jr.
Robert Beutel 
Karen & Charles Bluhm 
Thelma Boeder 
William Bowell, Sr.
Steve & Gail Brand 
John & Terrie L. Brandt 
R. A. & Gloria Ciccone 
C. Betty Cowie 
John R. Cross
Richard & Betty May Cutting 
Spero Daltas 
Helen M. DeZiel
Elisabeth & Humphrey Doermann 
Robert J. Dolle, Jr.
Wanda F. Duffy 
Myron Ellingsen 
John Elsinger 
Joseph W. Elsinger 
Joanne Englund 
Richard Faricy 
Elizabeth Fesler 
John Finley
Peter & Lorraine Fischer 
Cindy Fiske 
Robert M. Frame, III 
James & Joan Gardner 
R.F. Garland 
Catherine & Paul Gatto 
John F. & Judy Gerten 
Mike Giel 
Gaylord W. Glamer 
David Glassing
Lawrence Greenberg & Carol Kindschi 
Jennifer Gross 
Joan & Bob Grzywinski 
Howard & Elizabeth Guthmann 
Marion J. Handt
Missy Thompson & Gar Hargens
Kurt P. Haubrich
Robert Haugan
Rosella C. Heine
P. Herther
Jane Hogan
William Hollinshead
Horace Irvine, II
David D. Irwin
Philip & Jane Jenni
Byron R & Virginia Johnson
Donald E. Johnson
Mardell Johnson



Wilford F. & Jean F. Johnson
John Hallberg Jones
Larry & Renee Jordan
June Joseph
Thomas Kelley
Fred A. Keuppers
Mary Ann Knight
John King
Tom King
Julia M. Kohler
Jean Loban Kummerow
Linda K. Lacher
James & Gail LaFave
Pat Hart & A. Scheffer Lang
Leonette Lanners
Steve Lehr
Valerie Leyh
Nan Lightner
William Lohman
Lawrence Loomis
Timothy Madden
Philip J. Markert
Judith & Todd Marshall
Lawrence & Andrea McGough
Donald McNeely
M J Proulx & Richard Menk
John & Lillian Meyer
Margaret & Walter Meyers
Byron Mortensen
John D. Mueller
Mary Nelson
Norma Nicholson
John G. Ordway Jr.
John G. Ordway, III 
Constance Otis 
Arthur & Janet Palmer 
Charles Paton 
Thomas & Sally Patterson 
John A. Pfaender 
Julian G. Plante 
Phyllis Podgorski 
Leila D J Poullada

Kenneth & Pat Puffer 
Bill & Leola Rempel 
Kathleen Ridder 
Bruce & Ilene Rice 
David & Jean Robinson 
Robert & Joyce Rosene 
Ken & Nina Rothchild 
Patricia Kane & Joel Rudney 
James & Kathleen Russell 
Rick Sadowski 
Dick Sarafolean 
Sandra Sathre 
M. Erickson Schader 
Thomas & Ann Schroeder 
Tom H. Schuh 
Sydney B. Shaffer 
Earl & Evelyn Sjobeck 
Milton & Evelyn Smith 
Mrs. J. Bradner Smith 
Kevin Spillane 
Alfred Steldt
David & Claire Zigmund Stokes 
Lois & Bill Stevens 
Jeanne T & Rupert Strobel 
Mark Stutrud
Claude & Mary Ann Swayze
Quinn Tierney
Walter Trenerry
Missy Thompson
Curtis & Glennys Thormodsgaard
David & Karen Trudeau
Larry & Suzanne Vandenplas
Nancy Vernon
Paul & Carolyn Verret
Peter Verstegen & Colleen Callahan
Dorothy Vono
Harry Walsh
Fay Walther
Dorothy Welke
Annette M. Whaley
Patricia & Elizabeth Whitacre
R. M. Wolterstorff

Elaine Yost

Corporate Partners 
The Bank of St Paul 
Briggs & Morgan 
Brown & Bigelow 
Building Restoration Corp 
B WBR Architects 
CAMAS Minnesota Inc 
Cherokee State Bank 
Cox Insurance Associates 
Firstar Bank Minnesota 
Gross Given Manufacturing 
H B Fuller Company 
Hubbard Broadcasting 
EMC Corporation
Kraus Anderson Construction Company 
Larson, Allen, Weishair & Co 
John Lindley & Associates 
McGough Companies
McGrann Franzen Carnival Shea Straughn & 

Lamb
Minnesota Mutual Foundation 
Moore Costello & Hart 
Murphy Warehouse Company 
National Checking 
National Mower Co.
Padilla Speers Beardsley Inc.
Premier Bank 
Schroeder Milk Company 
Smyth Companies 
Sexton Printing Co 
St. Anthony Park 
St. Paul Garden Club 
St. Paul Stamp Works Inc 
Summit Brewing Co.
Tapemark 
United Defense 
Victory Parking Ramp 
Whitney Management

RCHS Native American Advisory Board

As we have developed the expanded interpretation at Gibbs Farm Museum to include the “Middle Ground” era of friendly associa
tions between the Native Americans and the EuroAmericans, we have depended heavily upon the advice o f our Native American 
Advisory Board. These individuals have given generously o f their time and expertise.

Roger Buffalohead Linda Owen Vemell Wabasha
St. Louis Park, MN Welch, MN Morton, MN

Gary Cavender Lisa Owen Leonard Wabasha
Prior Lake, MN RedWing, MN Roseville, MN

Barbara Feezor-Steward Mike Scullin Angela Cavender Wilson
Arizona State University West Mankato, MN Scottsdale, AZ
Phoenix, AZ Gabrielle Strong Dale Weston
David Larsen Ain DahYung St. Paul, MN
Minneapolis, MN St. Paul, MN

Yvonne Leith Patty Thompson
St. Paul, MN North St. Paul, MN

2000 Gifts In - Kind

Many Businesses and individuals helped this year with gifts o f objects, expertise or free or reduced cost of services. 
This lowers the overall expenses o f the society. The Society thanks the following for gifts in-kind:

Edward Anderson
Barbara Braman
Tessie Bundick
Meredith Cornett
John Crumley
John Damier
Edmund G. Farnham
Robert & Priscilla Farnham
The Friends of the Saint Paul Public Library
Hermes Floral & Greenhouse
Dr. Frank Hirschbach
Stanley S. Hubbard

Richard Hotchkiss 
Steve Keimel 
John Koepke 
Julio Mangine 
Brian McMahon 
Michael Melman 
Richard Menk
Murphy Warehouse Company 
Ann Neuberger
Pacific Coast Feather Company 
Steve Popovitch 
Nick Riley

St. Paul Garden Club 
Bert Sandberg 
Christopher Schmidt 
Schroeder Milk Company 
Terry Speiker
Martin Stem, Squire House Gardens 
Ralph Thrane 
Tree Trust
University of Minnesota Forestry Students 
Dale Weston

In Memory of 
Alfred Bathke

These memorial gifts recognize the life of a long time 
supporter o f  the Ramsey County Historical Society. 
The Society thanks those who gave in his memory:

Charles L. Bathke
William & Paula D. Bathke
Mr. & Mrs. William Barden
Margery Brewster
Richard & Constance Dufresne
Robert & Marion Dufresne
Gaylord W. Glamer
Sandy Johnson
Barbara & Thomas Kirby
Katherine Lightner
Thomas Mairs
Mrs. Richardson B. Okie
Marsha & Kent Smith
Southern Dakota County Sportsmen's Club
Spencer & Miriam Turner
Jean V. West
Charles & Elizabeth Woehrle

In Memory of Elizabeth Johnson

These memorial gifts recognize the life of the Chair of 
Ramsey County Historical Society's Collections Committee 
and former board member. The Society thanks those who 
gave in her memory:

Anne Cowie 
Laurie Zenner

In Memory of Frank Marzitelli

These memorial gifts recognize the life of a long time 
supporter o f the Ramsey County Historical Society. 
The Society thanks those who gave in his memory:

Marvin Pertzik

Bequest

The Society's board and staff are grateful to those who 
provide for the future o f the society by remembering the 
Society in their wills.

Roger R. Lenzmeier estate 
E. Wildung estate

A Special Thank You to Schroeder Milk Company

For many years the Schroeder Milk Company and Mr. Ernest Schroeder, President, the Schroeder family and employees have 
supported an annual Dairy Day at the Gibbs Farm Museum. This special celebration drew more than 1,300 guests, many of 
them families visiting us for the first time. The Schroeder Milk Company celebrated the story of its 115 year old Ramsey 
County family business and shared a taste of its many products. Dairy demonstrations, music, magic and a petting farm added 
to the fun of the day. Ramsey County Historical Society salutes Schroeder Milk company for this generous support.
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A sketch based on one o f the oldest photographs o f pioneer St. Paul as it looked in 1851 when the Sisters of St. Joseph arrived there. The 
log house on the right stands at Third and Robert Streets. Minnesota Historical Society collections. See article beginning on page 4.
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