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The Merchants Bank building under construction at 333 North Robert Streetin 1914. Photo from
the Minnesota Historical Society. See article beginning on page 4.
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A Message from the Editorial Board

n this issue Richard Slade, a former St. Paul bank executive who’s also an historian of Twin

Cities banking, examines the first seventy-five years of St. Paul’s banks. Slade’s primary focus
is on the events and maneuvers during the 1920s that led to the formation in early 1929 of the
“Minnesota Twins"—Northwest Bancorporation in Minneapolis and the First Bank Stock Group
in St. Paul. During the decade of the 1920s, Minnesota banking experienced significant problems
that led to numerous bank failures before the collapse of the New York Stock Exchange in the fall
of 1929. As Slade explains, Minnesota’s banking problems of the 1920s produced a “combina-
tion of enlightened self-interest and fear” that gave rise to the idea of creating a bank holding
company as an institutional bulwark against the growing economical and financial uncertainties
of the times.

The Ramsey County Historical Society is also pleased to reprint in this issue an excerpt from
Jimmy Griffin: A Son of Rondo, A Memoir. In the selection reproduced here, Griffin recounts
some of his experiences as an African American rejoining the St. Paul police force in 1946, fol-
lowing his wartime service in the U.S. Navy. This firsthand account tells without editorializing of
the racism of that era, Griffin’s effectiveness as an officer and his unflinching determination to
make his way on the force on the merits of his performance on the job.

This issue concludes with another piece of family history from Leo Harris, a local lawyer and
historian. In a carefully researched account of his family’s iron business, the Harris Forge and
Rolling Mill Company, in New Brighton in the 1880s and ’90s, Harris gives us a glimpse of the
efforts of a small manufacturing firm to prosper in a rural community on the fringe of St. Paul.
Despite careful management and a ready market for its iron bar, fire twice destroyed the firm’s
plantand in 1893 doomed the business, bringing hard times to the Harris family and the commu-
nity of New Brighton.

John M. Lindley, Chair, Editorial Board
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2001
Donor Recognition
Roll

The Ramsey County Historical Society takes great
pleasure in extending thanks to all supporters of the
Society in the year 2001. They make it possible to offer
high quality programs to the community.

A special thank you goes to the Board of the Ramsey
County Commissioners for their continuing and loyal
support. Their patronage through the years gives the
Society a solid foundation on which to build. Thank
you Jim McDonough, Chairman; Tony Bennett; Susan
Haigh; Rafael Ortega; Victoria Reinhardt; Janice
Rettman; Jan Parker Wiessner. Special appreciation
goes to County Manager Paul Kirkwold and his staff for
their quality professional assistance.
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2001 Annual Appeal, General Operating,
Endowment and Project Support: by individuals

Operating and endowment support above and beyond membership dues is critical to continue quality programming for the
Society. This year we are extremely appreciative for the substantial support from the following individuals: (Please call 651-222-

0701 to correct any errors or omissions)
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2001 Foundations, Corporations, and Organizations

Ramsey County Historical Society receives generous financial support from foundations, corporations, businesses and other
organizations. This year the following have made gifts in support of the Society:

Annoymous

Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen
Foundation

Boss Foundation

Harlan Boss Foundation for the Arts

Briggs & Morgan

Patrick & Aimee Butler Family
Foundation
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Special Funding Initiative

The following have made gifts in support of the Society through the Special Funding Initiative:

Annoymous

Mary Anderson
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Peter K. Butler

Patrick & Aimee Butler
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Joanne A. Englund
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R.F. Garland

Jennifer H. Gross
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Thomas Mairs
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Richard & Nancy Nicholson
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John G. Ordway Jr.

Marvin J. Pertzik

Julian G. Plante

James & Kathleen Russell
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Annoymous
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Glenn Wiessner
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Laurie Zenner

Ronald J. Zweber

2001 Premium Members Contributors

We would like to show our appreciation to the following members who from year to year choose to renew their memberships at
one of the premium levels, above and beyond the basic membership level, thereby generating significant additional annual income

for the work of the society.

Guarantor

Alexandra O. Bjorklund
W. John & Elizabeth Driscoll
N.L. Gault

Benefactor
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Mr. & Mrs. Peter Anson
William & Paula Bathke
Art & Karol Baumeister
W. Andrew & Linda Boss
Robert & Gerry L. Bullard
Sandra & Peter Butler
Blanche & Violet Dvorak
Harold & Judith Fotsch
R.F. Garland

Michael Green

June Wheeler & Peter Herzog
Robert & Ramona Hess
Ruth & John Huss

Horace H. Irvine Il

Kathryn A. Kelly
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Patrons

Adrienne Banks
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Mr. & Mrs. Fred A. Kueppers
David & Karen Lanegran
John & Susan Lindley
Thomas Mairs

James Markoe



Lawrence & Andrea McGough
Joseph S. & Jane Micalief
Robert B. & Donna Mirick
Henry Morgan

Jon & Ginny Morris
Catherine Mumane

Ford & Cathrine Nicholson
Bob & Anne Nickoloff

John Ordway Jr.

Julian G. Plante

Laura Platt

James Reagan

Paul & Roxanne Sands
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G. Richard Slade
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Carol N. Whitaker
Ronald J. Zweber

Corporate Partners

Briggs & Morgan

Brown & Bigelow

Building Restoration Corp.
BWBR Architects

CAMAS Minnesota Inc.
Cherokee State Bank

Cox Insurance Associates
Firstar Bank Minnesota

Gross Given Manufacturing
H. B. Fuller Company
Hubbard Broadcasting

EMC Corporation

Kraus Anderson Construction Company
Larson, Allen, Weishair & Co.
John Lindley & Associates
McGough Companies

2001 Gifts In - Kind

McGrann Franzen Carnival Shea
Straughn & Lamb

Minnesota Mutual Foundation

Moore Costello & Hart

Murphy Warehouse Company

National Checking

National Mower Co.

Padilla Speer Beardsley Inc.

Premier Bank

Sanders Wacker Bergly, Inc.

Schroeder Milk Company

Smyth Companies

Sexton Printing Co.

Summit Brewing

St. Anthony Park Bank
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St. Paul Stamp Works Inc.

Summit Brewing Co.
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United Defense

Victory Parking Ramp

Many Businesses and individuals helped this year with gifts of objects, expertise or free or reduced cost of services. This lowers

the overall expenses of the society. The Society thanks the following for gifts in-kind:

Anonymous wine donor

Dick Blick Art Supply

Duffy Design

James J. Hill House

James J. Hill Reference Library

Liberty State Bank

Minneapolis Community and Technical
College, Apparel Design and
Services Department

Minnesota Historical Society

(Mostly) Madrigals

North Suburban Kiwanis Club

Perkins Family Restaurant & Bakery,
Riverside in Minneapolis

Schroeder Milk

St. Anthony Park Bank

Saint Paul Cathedral

Wells Fargo Audit Services

Larry Greenberg & Carol Kindschi
Kay Guzman

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Harpur

Mr. & Mrs. David Jones

Manfred Krug

Adeline McGinn & Fred Klein
Richard & Nancy Nicholson

Jane Schroeder

Robert & Mary Spillman

In Memory of
Margaret Wall

These memorial gifts recognize the life of a long time
supporter of the Ramsey County Historical Society. The

Society thanks those who gave in her memory:

Colleen Davenport Adiyia
Bartlett Barker

John & Andrea Brainard
Betty Cowie

Budd Farley

Ruth Stryker-Gordon
James & Marilou Harrison
Robert B. & Donna Mirick
James & Diana Schlotter
Yoshi Tani

In Memory of
Patrick Butler Il

Peter K. Butler



Griffin Stadium Scoreboard and Signage. See excerpts from Jimmy Griffin’s memoir begin-

ning on page 13.
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