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A Message from the Editorial Board

Our winter issue opens with Eileen R. McCormack’s fascinating account of the history of the
house that stands at 260 Summit Avenue, known to many St. Paul residents as the Louis Hill

House. Today Richard and Nancy Nicholson and their family live there and have restored the
house to the splendor that it had in the days when the Hills lived in the house, while also adapting
it to the conveniences of contemporary living. What emerges from Eileen McCormack’s research
is a glimpse of a bygone era of St. Paul’s elite and of the personality of the home the Hill family
built.

Moving from an elegant residential property to a modest commercial and manufacturing part
of the spectrum of St. Paul buildings, historian Matt Pearcy of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
recounts the history of the building at 333 Sibley Street. This commercial structure is today’s
Corps of Engineers Centre, which has its origins in the history of Gordon & Ferguson Company,
a famous St. Paul furrier. Alan R. (Buddy) Ruvelson, a well-known St. Paul entrepreneur, con-
tributes a “Growing Up in St. Paul” story that begins with his maternal great grandfather’s home
at 545 Sibley, in Lowertown, not far from the Corps’ present headquarters. Publication of an old
photo of the rabbi’s house in David Riehle’s article in the fall issue of Ramsey Country History
prompted author Ruvelson to trace his family’s roots to Rabbi B. Rosenthal’s home in the area that
the plat maps called “Borup’s Addition.” Fortunately for us, Ruvelson has had a varied and un-
usual life as a dealer in diamonds, an entrepreneur, a venture capitalist, and public citizen.
Whether elegant like the Hill home or modest like the home of Rabbi Rosenthal, St. Paul’s built
environment can tell us much about who we are and how our city has changed over the years.

John M. Lindley, Chair, Editorial Board
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2002
Donor Recognition

Roll

The Ramsey County Historical Society takes great
pleasure in extending warmest and most sincere thanks
to all supporters of the Society in the year 2002.
They make it possible to offer high quality programs to
the community.

A special thank you goes to the Board of the Ramsey
County Commissioners for their continuing and loyal
support.  Their patronage through the years gives the
Society a solid foundation on which to build.   Thank
you, Jim McDonough Chairman; Tony Bennett; Susan
Haigh; Rafael Ortega; Victoria Reinhardt; Janice
Rettman; Jan Parker Wiessner.  Special appreciation
goes to County Manager Paul Kirkwold and his staff for
their quality professional assistance.
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2002 Annual Appeal, General Operating, 
Endowment and Project Support: by individuals

Operating and endowment support above and beyond membership dues is critical to continue quality programming for the Society.
This year we appreciate deeply the substantial support from the following individuals: (Please call 651-222-0701 to correct any
errors or omissions)

Anonymous
Jeanette Bach & Duke Addicks
Alfred & Dorothee Aeppli
Mary Anderson
R. H. & D. B. Bancroft
Charles L. Bathke
William Bathke
Jeff & Karen Birkeland
Alexandra O. Bjorklund
Michael Borkan
W. Andrew & Linda Boss
Tom & Liz Boyd
Norlin & Carole Boyum
Steve & Gail Brand
John  & Terrie Brandt
Marney Brooks
David Busch
Patricia & Patrick Butler
De Anne Cherry
C. P. Claude
Crystal Clift
Jefferson Jay Clowes
Norb & Mary Ellen Conzemius
Betty Cowie
Jay Cowles
John R.Cross
Mary Beth Cutting
Richard & Shirley De Leo
Charlton Dietz
William & Terry Dircks
Carl & Charlotte Drake
John & Elizabeth Driscoll
Wanda F. Duffy
Mark Eisenschenk
Doris S. Erickson
Robert & Priscilla Farnham
John & Jackie Finley
William B. Frels
Sam H. Fudenberg
R.F. Garland
Gaylord & Ruth Glarner
Michael Green
Jennifer H. Gross
Howard & Elizabeth Guthmann
Ronald Hachey
Harry & Lorraine Hammerly
Robert  & Evelyn Hansen
Glenn Hanson
William & Marion Hartwick
Rita Heintz

June Wheeler & Peter Herzog
William & Virginia Hickey
Joan Higinbotham
Louis F. Hill
Terry Hoffman
Stanley S. Hubbard
Margaret Hubbs
Ruth & John Huss
Scott Hutton
H. H. Irvine III Family
James E. Johnson
Elizabeth & Robert Johnson
Marion Johnson
Byron & Virginia Johnson
Donald E. Johnson Woodbury 

Family Dental
Phyllis Jones
David & Joan Jones
Reuben & Esther Kaplan
Tom Kelley
Esther & Martin Kellogg
Carol R. Kelly
James Kenna
Lawrence & Peggy King
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klas
James & Gail LaFave
Leonette Lanners
Judith & Stephen Lewis
John & Susan Lindley
Iris M. Lueck
Margaret Lundegard
Phyllis Maercklein
George & Dusty Mairs
Thomas Mairs
Robert P. & Helen Mairs
John & Bonnie Manthey
Philip J. Markert
Marlene Marschall
Marcia Marshall
Nancy Martin
Margaret Pearl Martin
Edwin & Susan McCarthy
Malcolm McDonald
Jane & Terry McGrath
Mary Jo McGuire
Mary Bigelow McMillan
Harry McNeely
Roberta & Robert Megard
Peter & Cathrine Meier
Joseph S. & Jane Micallef

Robert & Marveen Minish
Robert B. & Donna R. Mirick
Eileen Momsen
John & Cora Mueller
Catherine Murnane
Marjorie Neihart
Margaret & Robert Nelson
Paul Nelson
David Nicholson
Richard & Nancy Nicholson
Joan K. O'Brien
Jeffery & Diane Oertel
Robert & Margot Olsen
Gilman Ordway
John & Marla Ordway III
Ronald Pederson
Karin Marie Peterson
Philip & Ruth L. Phipps
Julian G. Plante
James Reagan
Bill & Leola Rempel
Jane G. Rockwood
Richard A. Rohleder
Joanne Rohricht
Daniel & Kathryn Rominski
James & Kathleen Russell
Bert Sandberg
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schroeder
Thomas & Ann Schroeder
Richard & Barbara Shank
William G. & Mary D. Shepherd
Terry Shima
Terri Silverberg
Mrs. J. Bradner Smith
Milton & Evelyn Smith
Gary R. Sparr
Kathy Stack
James & Merrie Stolpestad
Jon & Lea Theobald
Steven & Geraldine Thompson
Ralph & Loanne Thrane
Walter N. Trenerry
Jane Trosdahl
Dale Ulrich
Stephen & Melinda Urion
Larry & Suzanne Vandenplas
Dorothy Vono
Thomas & Audrey Votel
Barbara  & Jerome Wagner
James Wall
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Harry Walsh
Fay Walther
David & Mary Ann Wark
Dennis & Alice May Watson
Stephen & Katherine Wellington

Jean V. West
F. T. & Nancy Weyerhaeuser
Annette M. Whaley
Carol N. Whitaker
Glenn Wiessner

Richard & Lucy Wilhoit
Kent & Ann Mears Wilson
Barbara & Sherman Winthrop
Laurie Zenner
Ronald J. Zweber

2002 Foundations, Corporations, and Organizations

Ramsey County Historical Society receives generous financial support from foundations, corporations, businesses and other
organizations. This year the following have made gifts in support of the Society:

3M Foundation, Inc.
American Express Foundation
Anchor Bank Saint Paul
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen

Foundation
Baker Foundation
Boss Foundation
Harlan Boss Foundation for the Arts
Briggs and Morgan
Patrick and Aimee Butler Family

Foundation 
COMPAS Medtronic Community Art

Program
Briggs & Morgan
Dellwood Foundation 
Edwin W. & Catherine M. Davis

Foundation 
Driscoll Foundation
Joseph C. & Lillian A. Duke Foundation
Mary Livingston Griggs & Mary Griggs

Burke Foundation
Grotto Foundation, Inc.
HRK Foundation, Kate Tilney and 

Fred Kaemmer

HRK Foundation, Art and Martha
Kaemmer Fund

The Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation
Land O'Lakes Foundation
R.C. Lilly Foundation
McCarthy Bjorklund Foundation
McGough Companies
State of Minnesota through the

Minnesota Historical Society’s
Grants-in-Aid Program

The Minnesota Mutual Foundation 
M-O-M Cares Employee Foundation
Murphy Warehouse Company
The Nicholson Family Foundation
Casey T. Albert O'Neil Foundation
Pondie Ordway Johnson Fund of the

Saint Paul Foundation
Padilla Speer Beardsley Inc.
Marvin J. Pertzick Foundation
Premier Banks
Margaret Rivers Fund
The St. Paul Companies, Inc.

Foundation
The Saint Paul Foundation

St. Croix Foundation
Sanders Wacker Bargly Inc.
Anonymous
Star Tribune Foundation
Target Stores, Marshall Field’s and

Mervyn’s with support from the
Target Foundation

Roseville Target Store, Marshall Field’s
and Mervyn’s with support from the
Target Foundation

Tozer Foundation 
US Bank
U.S. Trust Company Fund
Archie D. & Bertha H. Walker

Foundation
H. E. and Helen  R. Warren Foundation
Irrevocable Trust of Frederick T.

Weyerhaeuser
Whitney Foundation
B. K. Whitney Fund
Wiessner Insurance
The Lillian Wright & C. Emil Berglund

Foundation, Inc.

2002 Premium Members

We would like to show our appreciation to the following members who from year to year choose to renew their memberships at one
of the premium levels, above and beyond the basic membership level, thereby generating significant additional annual income for
the work of the society. 

Guarantor

Mary Anderson
Alexandra O. Bjorklund
William & Terry Dircks
John & Elizabeth Driscoll
Horace Irvine III
Betty Wold Johnson & 

Douglas Bushnell
George & Dusty Mairs
Gilman Ordway

Benefactor

Sandra & Peter M. Butler
Peter K. Butler
James Taylor Dunn
Harry & Lorraine Hammerly
Stanley & Karen Hubbard
John & Twinks Irvine 
Mary Bigelow McMillan
Gary R. Sparr
Richard & Lucy Wilhoit

Sponsors

William & Nancy Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Anson
Art & Karol Baumeister
W. Andrew & Linda Boss
Blanche & Violet Dvorak
Mark Eisenschenk
R.F. Garland
N.L. Gault
Michael Green
Marshall & Elizibeth Hatfield
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June Wheeler & Peter Herzog
Robert & Ramona Hess
Ruth & John Huss
Scott Hutton
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klas
David & Karen Lanegran
Judith & Stephen Lewis
Richard & Margaret Lidstad
Thomas Mairs
Francis Markoe
James & Sarah Jane Markoe
Marlene Marschall
Robert B. & Donna  Mirick
Richard & Nancy Nicholson
Mrs. Richardson B. Okie
John & Marla Ordway III
Constance Otis
Lori Ricke
Robert & Pam Senkler
Jane Trosdahl

Patrons

Caroline & Austin Baillon
Mr. & Mrs. John Baker
R. H. & D. B. Bancroft
Robert & Adrienne Banks
Charles L.Bathke
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Bell
George & Karen Benz
Norlin & Carole Boyum
Bill & Sandra Brennom
Marney Brooks
Robert & Gerry L.Bullard
Charlton Dietz
Olivia  I. Dodge

Robert J. Dolle
Carl & Charlotte Drake
David Durenberger
Joanne Englund
Gertrude B. Ffolliott
Harold Fotsch
William B. Frels
Deborah Frethem
Jennifer H. Gross
Joan & Bob Grzywinski
Marion J. Handt
Joan Higinbotham
James E. Johnson
Phyllis Jones
Lucy R. Jones
Thomas Kelley
Esther & Martin Kellogg
Robert M. Knox
Mr. & Mrs. Fred A.Kueppers
James & Gail LaFave
John & Susan Lindley
Lawrence & Andrea McGough
Joseph S. & Jane Micallef
Henry Morgan
Catherine Murnane
Hubert Nelson
Mary Nelson
Ford & Cathrine Nicholson
Bob & Anne Nickoloff
Cole Oehler
John & Margaret Ordway Jr.
Ronald Pederson
Julian G. Plante
Laura Platt
James Reagan

Isabel Redleaf & Family
Edward & Dorothy Reid
Bruce & Ilene Rice
Ken & Nina Rothchild
Paul & Roxanne Sands
Richard & Barbara Shank
William G. & Mary D. Shepherd
Mr. & Mrs. G. Richard Slade
Terry & Leah Slye
John S. Sonnen
Kathleen Stack
Alfred Steldt
Mark Stutrud
Geraldine Stutzman
Jon & Lea Theobald
Stephen & Melinda Urion
Harry Walsh
Carol N. Whitaker
Lee & Dorothy Whitson
Ronald J. Zweber

Corporate Partners

Anchor Bank Saint Paul
@Home Apartments
Building Restoration 
Copper Dome
EMC Corporation
Kraus-Anderson Construction Company
Liberty State Bank
Schroeder Milk Company
Smyth Companies 
Summit Brewing Co
Western Bank & Insurance

2002 Gifts In - Kind

Many Businesses and individuals
helped this year with gifts of objects,
expertise or free or reduced cost of
services. This lowers the overall
expenses of the Society.  The Society
thanks the following for gifts in-kind:

Schroeder Milk Company
Saint Paul Cathedral
Rose Bed & Breakfast,

Larry Greenberg & Carol Kindschi

A Bequest from the 
David Fesler Estate

In Memory of James 
Taylor Dunn

This memorial gift recognizes the life of
a long time supporter of the Ramsey
County Historical Society. 

Marie Catherine Bach Dunn

In Celebration of
Richard Nicholson’s

Birthday

These gifts recognize the birthday of
supporter and Board Member of the
Ramsey County Historical Society. The
Society thanks those who gave:

Lawrence & Margaret King 
Gaylord Glarner
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John LaFarge’s stained glass window, retrieved by James J. Hill
from his Canada Street house for use by his son Louis W. Hill at
260 Summit Avenue. See article beginning on page 4. Photograph
by George Heinrich for Ramsey County History.
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