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Message from the President of
Ramsey County Historical Society

nyone who has spent some time in St. Paul has probably come across the name

O’Shaughnessy. It may have been on the fa ade of a building at the University of St.
Thomas, or on the campus of the College of St. Catherine, or perhaps somewhere else in the local
area. Many who have seen the O’Shaughnessy name in our capital city have a vague awareness
that he was a generous benefactor, especially of educational institutions. Yet if you were to ask
any number of individuals who O’Shaughnessy was, in all likelihood few would be able to tell
you more about the man than his initials: I. A.

I. A. O’Shaughnessy was born in Stillwater, Minnesota, in 1885, but beginning in 1928, he
and his wife, Lillian, made their home and raised their family in St. Paul. I. A., however, made
his fortune in the oil refining business outside Minnesota. Consequently he was often away from
their Summit Avenue residence tending to his many business activities in Oklahoma, Kansas,
[linois, or Washington, D.C. Thus I. A. O’Shaughnessy was less well known in his home com-
munity than he deserved.

In this issue, authors John M. Lindley and Virginia Brainard Kunz have combined their talents
to provide the first wide-ranging biographical profile of 1. A. O’Shaughnessy’s life, business
career, and personal and institutional philanthropy. They have used many documentary, busi-
ness, family, and institutional records as well as extensive interviews with O’Shaughnessy family
members and others who knew 1. A. in writing this profile. The Ramsey County Historical Soci-
ety hopes that the readers of our history quarterly will find that these authors have not only shed
much light on the little-known career of the man who was once honored with the title of “Mr. St.
Paul—A Great St. Paulite,” but have also heightened local awareness of his great generosity to
people and institutions in St. Paul and around the nation.

Marlene Marschall, President, Ramsey County Historical Society
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Donor Recognition
Roll

The Ramsey County Historical Society extends warmest
and most sincere thanks to all supporters of the Society
in 2003, who allow us to offer high quality programs to
the community.

A special thank you goes to the Board of the Ramsey
County Commissioners for their continuing and loyal
support. Their patronage through the years gives the
Society a solid foundation on which to build. Thanks to
Victoria Reinhardt, Chair; Tony Bennett; Jim
McDonough; Susan Haigh; Rafael Ortega; Janice
Rettman; and Jan Parker Wiessner. Special appreciation
goes to County Manager David Twa and his staff for
their quality professional assistance.
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If you would like to become a member of RCHS or make your own contribution to the organization,
please call (651) 222-0701, or visit our web site www.rchs.com.



2003 Annual Appeal, General Operating, Endowment
and Project Support by Individuals and Members

The following people have given generously in addition to their memberships. Names marked with an asterisk are members and donors who
from year to year choose to renew their memberships at one of the premium levels, above and beyond the basic membership level, thereby
generating significant additional annual income for the work of the Society. This year we appreciate deeply the substantial support from

the following individuals:
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Mardell Johnson
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Lucy R. Jones *
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Carol N. Kolb *
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Nan Lightner

William Lightner
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Marcia Marshall *

Nancy D. Martin

Susan & Edwin McCarthy
Malcolm McDonald
Lawrence & Andrea McGough *
Mary Bigelow McMillan *
Harry McNeely *
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Dick & Joan Niemiec

Joan K. O'Brien

Jeffery & Diane Oertel

Mrs. Richardson B. Okie*
John & Margaret G. Ordway, Jr. *
John & Marla Ordway *
Constance Otis *

Tienne Otteson

Frederick Owens *

William W. Owens III
Thomas & Sally Patterson *
Ronald Pederson *

Marvin J. Pertzik

Karin Marie Peterson

James & Beverly Peterson
Kate K. Piper

Julian G. Plante *

Barb & Steve Proeschel
Leila D. J. Poullada *

Paul & Elizabeth Quie
William & Catherine Randall
Donald Reardon

Isabel Redleaf & Family *
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Reeher
James Reagan *

Don Regan

Bruce & Ilene Rice *

Lori Ricke *

Kathleen Ridder *

Richard A. Rohleder

Daniel & Kathryn Rominski
Robert & Joyce Rosene

Ken & Nina Rothchild *
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Robert Rulon-Miller

James & Kathleen Russell
Alan K. Ruvelson
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Thomas & Ann Schroeder
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William Shea
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William G. & Mary D. Shepherd *
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Terry & Leah Slye *

Ronald Smith
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Gary & Peggy R. Sparr *
Tom Kelley & Kathy Stack *
David & Claire Stokes
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Timothy & Beth Sullivan *
Deborah Swanson
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Ralph & Loanne Thrane

J. Quinn Tierney
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Dale Ulrich

Larry & Suzanne VandenPlas
Paul & Carolyn Verret

James Wall

Harry Walsh *

Fay Walther

James T. Walton & Janet Reay Walton
David & Mary Ann Wark
Richard & Margaret Wedell
Stephen & Katherine Wellington
Jean V. West

F. T. & Nancy Weyerhaeuser
Annette M. Whaley *

Glenn Wiessner *

Richard & Lucy Wilhoit *
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Joanne Wright

Laurie Zenner

Ronald J. Zweber *

2003 Foundations, Corporations, and Organizations

Ramsey County Historical Society receives generous financial support from foundations, corporations, businesses and other organizations.

This year the following have made gifts in support of the Society:

3M Foundation

American Express Co.

Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation
Baker Foundation

Boss Foundation

Harlan Boss Foundation for the Arts

Briggs & Morgan

Patrick & Aimee Butler Family Foundation
Cherbo Publishing

Cox Insurance Associates

Equity Services of St. Paul, Inc

Edwin W. & Catherine M. Davis Foundation

Dellwood Foundation
Deluxe Corporation
Driscoll Fund

Joseph C. & Lillian A. Duke Foundation

The Garden Club of America

Guthmann Family Fund

Terry Hoffman Family Fund

Hubbard Foundation

Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund, HRK
Foundation

R.C. Lilly Foundation

McCarthy-Bjorklund Foundation

Minnesota Historical Society
Minnesota Mutual Foundation
Eileen & Richard Momsen Fund
Moore Costello & Hart

Estate of Byron Mortenson

The Laura J. Musser Fund

Casey A. T. O'Neil Foundation
Padilla Speer Beardsley Inc.
Marvin J. Pertzik Foundation
Premier Bank

John G. Ordway Charitable Trust
Pondie Ordway Johnson Fund



I. A. O’Shaughnessy Foundation
Margaret Rivers Fund
The St. Paul Companies, Inc. Foundation
Saint Croix Foundation
Saint Paul Garden Club
Gertrude R. Shiely Trust
Target Foundation
Tozer Foundation
United Defense
Archie D. & Bertha H.
Walker Foundation

Warren Foundation
Wiessner Insurance Inc.
Zero Max

Corporate Members
@Home Apartments

Anchor Bank Saint Paul
EMC Corporation
Cherbo Publishing
Copper Dome Resturant
Cox Insurance Associates

Gross Given Manufacturing Company, Inc.
Kraus-Anderson Construction Company
McGough Companies

Moore Costello & Hart

Schroeder Milk Company

Sexton Printing Company

Smyth Companies

Summit Brewing Co.

Victory Parking Ramp

Villaume Industries Inc.

Wiessner Insurance Inc.

Bequest, Appreciation, Special Recognitions

A Bequest from the Byron Mortenson
Estate

In Recognition of Bill and Judy Brady’s
home restoration project, from Rick and
Lucy Wilhoit

In Honor of John Lindley from his
daughter, Kathryn Lindley on the occasion
of her wedding

In Gratitude to George A. Mairs for his
“St. Paul Conversational,” from Nan Lightner

In Memory of Connie Raye Price and Ron
Jones — brother and sister to each other, to
Saint Paul's Black Community, and to
everyone they met, from Joanne Englund

In Honor of Dorothy M. Gillette —
A befriender to my Mother, Audrey
Wickoren, and to everyone at Como By the
Lake Apartments, from Joanne Englund

2003 Gifts In - Kind

In Memory of Keene C. McCammon —
A protector of the people — Former Saint
Paul Policeman, from Joanne Englund

In Memory of Marvin Leslie "Les" Day —
Passionate keeper of the flowers — Como
Conservatory, from Joanne Englund

Many businesses and individuals helped this year with gifts of objects, expertise, or free or reduced cost services. The Society thanks the following

for gifts in-kind:

Kimberly Alexander
Charlie Banks

Breadsmith

Cedarholm Golf Course
Doug Caesar

John Carter

Kristen Dooley

Tom Edwards

Todd Elkerton

Priscilla Farnham

Christine Frank

Johnny Fuerst

Grand Ole Creamery

Golf Galaxie

Great American History Theater
Guthrie Theater

Marylee Heard

Karl Heck

Historic Murphy’s Landing
David Jordan-Huffman
Eleise Jones

Bernetta Kambeitz
Thomas Kelley & Kathryn Stack

Howard Kling
Michael Kuchta
Landmark Center
John Massetti

Pat McCann

Judy McCann

Mike McReynolds
Minnesota Boy Choir
Minnesota Museum of American Art
Minnesota Preservation Alliance
Minnesota Zoo

Old Log Theater
Panera Bread

Park Square Theater
Greg Poferl

Phil Qualy

Peter Rachleff
Jeremy Riehle

Dave Riehle

Rose Ensemble
Roseville Bakery
Roseville Four

City of Saint Paul

Larry Sanders

Schubert Club

Science Museum of Minnesota
Schroeder Milk Company

Amanda Smullen

Melissa Smullen

Specialty Manufacturing Company
Gary Sparr

Steppingstone Theater

Ralph Thrane

Susan Townsend

Hagdis Tschunko

Walker Art Center

Susan Thimsen

Susan Townsend

Carol Walsh

Paula Weakly

Mary Wingerd

Wild Bird Store — North Oaks
Wild Bird Store — White Bear Lake
U of M Bolstad Golf Course
United Food and Commercial Workers
David and Mary Zuhn



A crane installs the Globe Oil & Refining Company sign at the company’s McPherson, Kansas, refinery in 1933. Photo
reproduced by permission from the private collections of the Lario Oil & Gas Company. See article beginning on page 4.
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