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This 1901 American Grass Twine publicity photo shows a room furnished and decorated almost entirely with wire grass products. The 
company processed a ll o f the raw material and manufactured the floor coverings in St. Paul. It made the wicker items in New York. The 
wall matting and picture frames were probably made specially for this photograph. American Grass Twine later became Crex Carpet 
Company. Photo from Creating New Industries in the Minnesota Historical Society collections.



RAMSEY COUNTY HISTORY 
Executive Director 
Priscilla Farnham 
Founding Editor (1964-2006)
Virginia Brainard Kunz 
Editor
John M. Lindley

RAMSEY COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Howard Guthmann 
Chair
W. Andrew Boss 
President
Judith Frost Lewis 
First Vice President 
Paul A. Verret 
Second Vice President 
Joan Higinbotham 
Secretary 
3. Scott Hutton 
Treasurer

Duke Addicks, Charles L. Bathke,
W. Andrew Boss, Thomas H. Boyd,
Norlin Boyum, Carolyn Brusseau, Norbert 
Conzemius, Anne Cowie, Charlton Dietz, 
Joanne A. Englund, Robert F. Garland, 
Howard Guthmann, Joan Higinbotham,
John Holman, J. Scott Hutton, Judith Frost 
Lewis, George A. Mairs, Laurie Murphy, 
Richard H. Nicholson, Marla Ordway,
Marvin J. Pertzik, Jay Pfaender, James A. 
Russell, David Thune, Paul A. Verret, Glenn 
Wiessner, Richard Wilhoit, Laurie Zenner.

Richard T. Murphy Sr.
Director Emeritus

EDITORIAL BOARD
Anne Cowie, chair, James B. Bell, John Diers, 
Thomas H. Boyd, Tom Kelley, Laurie Murphy, 
Richard H. Nicholson, Paul D. Nelson, Jay 
Pfaender, David Riehle, G. Richard Slade, 
Steve Trimble, Mary Lethert Wingerd.

HONORARY ADVISORY BOARD 
Olivia I. Dodge, William Fallon, William 
Finney, Robert S. Hess, George Latimer, 
Joseph S. Micallef, Robert Mirick, Marvin 
J. Pertzik, James Reagan, Rosalie E. Wahl, 
Donald D. Wozniak.

RAMSEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Commissioner Tony Bennett, chair 
Commissioner Victoria Reinhardt 
Commissioner Toni Carter 
Commissioner Rafael Ortega 
Commissioner Janice Rettman 
Commissioner Jan Parker 
Commissioner Jim McDonough

David Twa, manager, Ramsey County

Ramsey County History is published quarterly 
by the Ramsey County Historical Society,
323 Landmark Center, 75 W. Fifth Street, St. 
Paul, Minn. 55102(651-222-0701). Printed in 
U.S.A. Copyright, 2006, Ramsey County His­
torical Society. ISSN Number 0485-9758. All 
rights reserved. No part of this publication 
may be reprinted or otherwise reproduced 
without written permission from the pub­
lisher. The Society assumes no responsibility 
for statements made by contributors. Fax 651- 
223-8539; e-mail address admin@rchs.com.; 
web site address www.rchs.com

Volume 40, Number 4 Winter 2006

TH E MISSION STATEM ENT O F TH E RAMSEY COUN TY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
ADOPTED BY T H E BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN  JU LY  2 0 0 3 :

The Ramsey County Historical Society shall discover, collect, 
preserve and interpret the history of the county for the general public, 
recreate the historical context in which we live and work, and make 
available the historical resources of the county. The Society’s major 

responsibility is its stewardship over this history.
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Publication of Ramsey County History is supported in part by a gift from 
Clara M. Claussen and Frieda H. Claussen in memory of Henry H. Cowie Jr. 

and by a contribution from the late Reuel D. Harmon

A Message from the Editorial Board

In this era when we seek to use natural products in new ways, we will enjoy reading Paul 
Nelson’s lead article depicting a once-flourishing Ramsey County industry that manufactured 

twine, furniture, and carpet from a forgotten resource: wire grass! A modem-day visit to Crex 
Meadows in Wisconsin will evoke memories of workers harvesting this dense material, which 
was twisted and bent into wicker furniture that once graced the porches of St. Paul neighbor­
hoods. A detailed portrait of the founders of the Andahazy dance studio, an account of an early 
rabies outbreak, and two book reviews round out this diverse issue.

We welcome as our new editor John Lindley, who takes the position following his tenure as 
editorial board chair. John brings to his new job years of professional publishing experience and 
a practiced; conscientious approach to the complex task of producing this magazine on a quar­
terly basis. Under his committed leadership we will maintain the high standards of content and 
production that have garnered Ramsey County History two national awards. As we greet John, 
we dearly miss our founding editor, Virginia Brainard Kunz, whom we profile in this issue. Her 
keen intelligence, lively curiosity, and abiding compassion have long guided our interest in local 
history, and she will always live on in our hearts.

Anne Cowie, Chair, Editorial Board

Virginia Brainard Kunz 
1921-2006

Virginia Brainard Kunz, editor !72Bof Ramsey County History for
more than forty years, died
on January 7, 2006, in
Minneapolis. Members and \  V  \supporters of the Ramsey
County Historical Society will
miss Virginia’s deft editorial
hand, her nearly encyclopedic
knowledge of St. Paul history, 
and her talent as a writer.

Born in 1921 in St. Cloud, Minnesota, Virginia 
graduated from Iowa State University in 1943 with 
a degree in journalism. Shortly thereafter the 
Minneapolis Tribune hired Virginia. Her work with 
the newspaper involved cropping and sizing photos 
for news stories, writing short articles, and crafting 
headlines. These skills would serve her well when in 
1962 she became the Ramsey County Historical 
Society’s executive secretary. Two years later, Virginia 
founded Ramsey County History. At the time the 
Society’s magazine came out twice a year. It expanded 
to quarterly publication in 1989. In 1973 the Society 
made Virginia its executive director, a position she 
held until her retirement sixteen years later.

During her tenure as executive director, Virginia 
oversaw the Society’s move from offices at the Gibbs 
Farm Museum (now the Gibbs Museum of Pioneer 
and Dakotah Life) in Falcon Heights to larger 
quarters in the Landmark Center in downtown 
St. Paul. In the 1970s she was one of a number of 
civic-minded leaders who were involved in persuading 
St. Paul and Ramsey County officials to restore the 
old Federal Courts Building and convert it to the 
Landmark Center. A skilled manager, Virginia also 
oversaw the growth of the Society from operating two 
afternoons a week on an annual budget of $10,000 
to more than 1,200 members and a budget that 
exceeded $500,000 at the time of her retirement.

In addition to all the responsibilities she had as 
executive director of the Society, Virginia found time 
(continued on the reverse)
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2005
Donor Recognition 

Roll

The Ramsey County Historical Society extends warmest 
and most sincere thanks to all supporters of the Society 
in 2005, who allow us to offer high quality programs to 
the community.

A special thank you goes to the Board of the Ramsey 
County Commissioners for their continuing and loyal 
support. Their patronage through the years gives the 
Society a solid foundation on which to build. Thanks to 
Tony Bennett, Chair; Victoria Reinhardt; Jim McDonough; 
Janice Rettman; Rafael Ortega; Toni Coleman; and Jan 
Parker. Special appreciation goes to County Manager 
David Twa and countless members of his staff for their 
excellent professional assistance.
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If you would like to become a member of RCHS or make your own contribution to the organization, 

please call (651) 222-0701, or visit our web site www.rchs.com.
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Annual Appeal, General Operating, Endowment 
and Project Support: by individuals

Operating and endowment support above and beyond membership dues is critical to continue quality programming for the Society. This year we appreciate deeply 
the substantial support from the following individuals: (Please call 651-222-0701 to correct any errors or omissions)

Anonymous Nancy Gysbers Marjorie Neihart
Jeannette Bach & Duke Addicks Arthur & Jane Hammel Robert & Margaret Nelson
Alfred & Dorothee Aeppli Louise Hammerlindl Deborah Nelson
Mary Anderson Marion J. Handt Elaine Nelson
Marvel Anderson Evelyn Hansen Dick & Joan Niemiec
Donald & Clara S. Asp Jean E. & B.C. Hart Joan K. O’Brien
Sharon Avent Pat Hart Jeffery & Diane Oertel
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James & Gail Betz Joan Higinbotham William W. Owens
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Nancy Buttweiler D. Ward & Shotsy Johnson Dave Riehle
Loretta Chapman David & Joan Jones Gordon & Beverly Robideaux
C. P. Claude James Kenna Daniel & Kathryn Rominski
Norb & Mary Ellen Conzemius John & Judy Kinkead Robert & Joyce Rosene
Bill & Maureen Cosgriff Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klas Ken & Nina Rothchild
Anne Cowie Allan Klein Joel Rudney & Patricia Kane
Betty Cowie Daniel & Constance B. Kunin James & Kathleen Russell
John R. Cross David W. Larson Alan K. Ruvelson
Richard & Betty Mae Cutting John W. Larson Edwin & Jennifer Ryan
Mary Beth Cutting Judith Frost Lewis & Stephen R. Lewis Jr. Anders & Ewa Rydaker
Richard De Leo Mary Lightner Vernon Nels Sandberg
Charlton Dietz David & Perrin Lilly Dick Sarafolean
William & Terry Dircks Georgia Ray Lindeke Adele Sargent Hersey
Robert J. Dolle John Lindley Thomas & Elizabeth Savage
Susan Dowd Nick Linsmayer Susan Schlomka
Carl & Charlotte Drake Rolf Ljungkull Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schroeder
Wanda F. Duffy Jane Leonard & Loretto Lippert Thomas & Ann Schroeder
Bill Dunn Robert P. & Helen Mairs Steven Shaller
Edward Eberhardt George & Dusty Mairs Terri Silverberg
Mark Eisenschenk John & Bonnie Manthey Earl & Evelyn Sjobeck
Joseph W. Elsinger Annamarie Marchuk Craig Smith & Merritt Clapp-Smith
John Elsinger Nancy D. Martin Mrs. J. Bradner Smith
Elmer E. Engelbert Susan & Edwin McCarthy Stanley Smith
Joanne Englund John McCormick & Bridget Sperl Gary & Peggy R. Sparr
Priscilla Famham Lawrence & Andrea McGough Tom Kelley & Kathy Stack
Eugene Fevold Tom McGough Alfred & Peggy Steldt
John & Jackie Finley Mary Bigelow McMillan David & Claire Stokes
Fred Foley Donald McNeely James & Merrie Stolpestad
Jack C. & Martha H. Foote Peter Meier Barbara Stuhler
William B. Frels Margaret Meyers Thomas Swain
L. Ronald French Joseph S. & Jane Micallef Jon & Lea Theobald
Elizabeth French Philip & Henrietta Miller Ralph & Loanne Thrane
Janet Frey Robert & Marveen Minish Walter N. Trenerry
Sam H. Fudenberg Robert B. & Donna Mirick Steve Trimble
Michael & Frances Galvin Henry & Donna Morgan Jane Trosdahl
Robert F. Garland Jonathan & Martha Morgan Janice Simmonds & Jerry Trooien
Robert W. Geist Jon & Viginia Morris Paul & Carolyn Verret
Peter & Mary A. Gilbertson John D. Mueller James Wall
Jean Godfrey Catherine Mumane Harry Walsh
Jennifer H. Gross & Jerry LeFevre Laurie Murphy Nancy J. Walsh
Howard & Elizabeth Guthmann Mr & Mrs. Richard T. Murphy Sr. Laura Weber



Stephen & Katherine Wellington 
Nancy & Ted Weyerhaeuser 
Annette M. Whaley

Glenn Wiessner 
Richard & Lucy Wilhoit 
Kent & Ann Mears Wilson

Anthony & Agnes F. Yapel 
Laurie Zenner

2005 Foundations, Corporations, and Organizations
Ramsey County Historical Society receives generous financial support from foundations, corporations, businesses and other organizations. 
This year the following have made gifts in support of the Society:

American Express
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation 
Katherine B. Andersen Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation 
The John M. & Elizabeth W. Baker Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation 
Bjorklund-McCarthy Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation 
Boss Foundation
Harlan Boss Foundation for the Arts 
Briggs & Morgan
Patrick & Aimee Butler Family Foundation 
Copper Dome Resturant 
The John R. Cross Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation 
Edwin W. & Catherine M. Davis Foundation 
Dellwood Foundation 
Deluxe Corporation Foundation 
The Dietz Family Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation 
The Driscoll Foundation 
Engelbert Family Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation 
Guthmann Family Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation 
Mary Livingston Griggs &

Mary Griggs Burke Foundation 
Grotto Foundation
Lorraine and Harry Hammerly Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation 
The Terry & Michael Hoffman Family Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation

Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation 
Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund of the 

HRK Foundation
Kraus Anderson Construction Company 
Kuhrmeyer Family Foundation of 

The Saint Paul Foundation 
Land O’Lakes Inc.
R. C. Lilly Foundation 
John M. Lindley & Associates 
The Thomas Mairs and Marjorie Mairs 

Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation 
Manitou Fund
McCarthy-Bjorklund Foundation 
The Judy & Malcolm W. McDonald Family 

Charitable Account of the 
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 

Andrea & Larry McGough Donor Advised Fund 
Catholic Community Foundation 

McGough Construction 
The Jerry and Jeanne Meigs Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation 
Minnesota Landmarks 
Eileen M. & Richard E. Momsen Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation 
The Laura Jane Musser Fund 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
Charitable Lead Trust of David O. Nicholson 
Charitable Trust of Nancy B. Nicholson 
The Nicholson Brothers Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation 
Nicholson Family Foundation Fund 
Casey Albert T. O’Neil Foundation

Park Midway Bank 
Elizabeth ‘Betsy’ Pate Foundation of 

The Saint Paul Foundation 
Peace United Church 
Marvin Pertzik Foundation 
Premier Banks 
Margaret Rivers Fund 
St. Croix Foundation 
The Saint Paul Foundation 
Saint Paul Garden Club 
Saint Paul Jaycees 
St. Paul Travelers Foundation 
Science Museum of Minnesota 
Scrooby Foundation 
Securian Foundation 
Sexton Printing 
Summit Brewing 
Summer Fund 
Target Foundation 
Tozer Foundation 
United Defense 
Villaume Industries Inc.
The Votel Family Foundation of 

The Saint Paul Foundation 
Archie D. & Bertha H. Walker Foundation 
H.E. & Helen R.Warren Foundation 
Wiessner Inc. Insurance 
Whitney Foundation 
The Lillian Wright &

C. Emil Berglund Foundation

2005 Premium Members Contributors
We would like to show our appreciation to the following members who from year to year choose to renew their memberships at one of the premium levels, 
above and beyond the basic membership level, thereby providing significant additional annual support for the work of the Society.

Guarantor 
Mary Anderson 
Norlin & Carole Boyum 
Sandra & Peter Butler 
William & Terry Dircks 
Carl & Charlotte Drake 
William B. Frels 
George & Dusty Mairs 
Richard & Nancy Nicholson

Benefactor
Alexandra O. Bjorklund 
Peter K. Butler 
R.F. Garland 
Jennifer H. Gross 
Marshall & Elizabeth Hatfield 
Douglas Heidenreich 
Stanley S. & Karen Hubbard 
Ruth & John Huss 
Francis Markoe

Mary Bigelow McMillan 
David & Barbara Nicholson 
Gary & Peggy R. Sparr 
Tom Kelley & Kathy Stack 
Richard & Lucy Wilhoit

Sponsor
Jeannette Bach & Duke Addicks 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Anson 
Charles L. Bathke 
W. Andrew & Linda Boss 
John & Ceci K. Butler 
Robert J. Dolle Jr.
Susan Foote & David Durenberger 
Howard & Elizabeth Guthmann 
Pat Hart
June Wheeler & Peter Herzog 
Robert & Ramona Hess 
Joan Higinbotham 
Scott Hutton

David D. Irwin
James E. Johnson
John & Judy Kinkead
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klas
David & Karen Lanegran
Judith Frost Lewis & Stephen R. Lewis Jr.
Richard & Margaret Lidstad
Timothy Madden
Thomas G. Mairs
James & Sarah Jane Markoe
Marlene Marschall
Harry McNeely Jr.
Robert B. & Donna Mirick 
Jon & Viginia Morris 
Mrs. Richardson B. Okie 
Marla & John G. Ordway III 
Lori Ricke 
Dave Riehle 
Robert & Joyce Rosene 
Roxanne Sands



Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schroeder Marion J. Handt Ken & Nina Rothchild
Robert & Pam Senkler Harold Fotsch & Donna Harrington Brian Short
Richard & Barbara Shank William Hollinshead Mr. & Mrs. G. Richard Slade
Mark Stutrud John Holman Vic & Mary Spaulding
Jon & Lea Theobald Lucy R. Jones Timothy & Beth Sullivan
Jane Trosdahl Esther & Martin Kellogg Stephen & Katherine Wellington Jr.
James Wall Sarah Kinney Glenn Wiessner
David & Mary Ann Wark James & Gail LaFave Ronald J. Zweber

Leonette Lanners
Patron John Lindley Corporate Partners
Tony Andersen Jean Kummerow & John Loban Anchor Bank
Gordon B. Asselstine Marcia Marshall EMC Corporation
Caroline & Austin Baillon Jerry & Jeanne Meigs Copper Dome Resturant
John Baker Margaret Meyers Denny C’s Inc. «
R. H. & D. B. Bancroft Joseph S. & Jane Micallef Equity Services of St. Paul, Inc.
Robert & Adrienne Banks Elizabeth Miller JLT Group
Dr. & Mrs. James B. Bell Henry & Donna Morgan KM Building Company
William Bowell Sr. John Mueller Kraus-Anderson Construction Company I
Bill & Sandra Brennom Catherine Mumane McGough Companies
Carolyn J. Brusseau Mary Nelson Premier Bank
C. P. Claude Thomas D. Olin Schroeder Milk Company
Jefferson Jay Clowes Margaret & John G. Ordway Jr. Sexton Printing Company
Neil Danner Thomas & Sally Patterson Smyth Companies
Charlton Dietz Ronald Pederson Summit Brewing Co.
Rosemary & Harrison Dilworth Julian G. Plante Victory Parking Ramp
Joanne Englund Jodi Pope Villaume Industries Inc.
Gertrude B. Ffolliott Leila D. J. Poullada Western Insurance Agency
Michael Flemming James Reagan Wiessner Insurance Inc.
James & Joan Gardner Bmce & Ilene Rice

Bequest, Appreciation, Special Recognitions
In celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the In Memory of David Goff In Memory of Albert W. Lindeke Jr.
marriage of Mary Famham to Benson Whitney, Ward and Sylvia Adams John M. Baker
from Priscilla Famham. Debbie Glotter

Jerry and Ruth Kelly In Memory of John Mueller
In Memory of Anthony Lee Andersen Dirk Miller Metro Council Telecom Pioneers w
Wilkerson Guthmann & Johnson, Ltd. Julian Plante Minneapolis Council

Denny and Tracy Swanson
In Memory of Robert Famham
Priscilla Famham In Memory of Anne Jaglowski
Kevin Filter & Rosemary Kessler Colleen Millechek
Malcolm McDonald

Memoir Project
The Memoir Project is a new book publishing organizations record and preserve in book form ‘Bought 2 Horses & a Wagon’ The Story of the
initiative of RCHS. It reflects the mission of the their story and their history. RCHS is delighted to Murphy Companies — Murphy Warehouse
Society to preserve the heritage of our community. receive support to publish the following books:
RCHS helps families, individuals, companies and Pearl and the Howling Hound Farm

— Pearl Schenk

2005 Gifts In - Kind >j

Many businesses and individuals helped this year with gifts of objects, expertise, or free or reduced cost services. The Society thanks the following for gifts in-kind:

Jay Biemey, Ramsey County Guthrie Theater Old Log Theater Ralph Thrane
Property Management Historic Murphy’s Landing Park Square Playhouse Hagdis Tschunko

David Claypool, Ramsey County Landmark Center Julian Plante Walton’s Hollow
Surveyor Maureen McGinn Plymouth Playhouse Rick Wilhoit

Priscilla Famham Michael Murphy, St. Paul Ramsey County Staff Members DickWenkel
Stanley S. Hubbard Department of Public Works Schroeder Milk Company Victory Parking Ramp
Great American History Theater Paul D. Nelson Stepping Stone Theatre David and Mary Zuhn
Kurt Gunnard Inez Oehlke Summit Brewing

Please call 651-222-0701 to correct any errors or omissions
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Anna and Lorand Andahazy as Zobeide and the Golden Slave in Scheherazade. Miss Dee Studio photo, 1964, 
courtesy o f Marius Andahazy.
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