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Eugene Villaume. Portrait by Nicholas Brewer (1857–1949), one of America’s finest 
portrait artists. Minnesota-born, Brewer trained in New York and later moved back to 
St. Paul. He painted presidents and official portraits of governors from Minnesota and 
ten other states. Brewer also painted portraits of a number of prominent Minnesotans, 
including Theodore Hamm, Ignatius Donnelly, George Dayton, and Archbishop John 
Ireland. Photo courtesy of Nick Linsmayer and Villaume Industries. 
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the mission statement of the ramsey county historical society 
adopted by the board of directors in July 2003:

The Ramsey County Historical Society shall discover, collect, 

preserve and interpret the history of the county for the general public, 

recreate the historical context in which we live and work, and make 

available the historical resources of the county. The Society’s major 

responsibility is its stewardship over this history. 
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Publication of Ramsey County History is supported in part by a gift from 
Clara M. Claussen and Frieda H. Claussen in memory of Henry H. Cowie Jr.

and by a contribution from the late Reuel D. Harmon

A Message from the Editorial Board

This issue of Ramsey County History showcases the significant history of Villaume Industries, 
formerly the Villaume Box and Lumber Company, which is celebrating 125 years as a con-

tinuously operated family owned business. Steve Trimble tells the fascinating story of this com-
pany, which Eugene Villaume, a French immigrant, started in 1882. The firm initially specialized 
in making commercial boxes and installing fine interior woodwork, such as can still be seen in 
the art deco interior furnishing of the St. Paul City Hall and Ramsey County Courthouse. Dur-
ing World War II, as John Lindley explores in a separate article, the Villaume Company helped 
defeat the Axis enemy by building glider floors and wings for the Army Air Forces. After the war, 
Villaume diversified into manufacturing roof trusses and custom wood packaging. The Winter 
issue concludes with a short article by Leo J. Harris about a little-known meeting in 1839 at 
Kaposia (now South St. Paul) between Bishop Mathias Loras and Dakota leader Big Thunder.

The Society is grateful to Villaume Industries and its president, Nick Linsmayer, for giving 
authors Steve Trimble and John Lindley access to the company archives, providing photos, and 
arranging for interviews with individuals who could tell the Villaume story based on their own 
experiences with the company. We hope that other local businesses will follow the example of 
Villaume and share their story with us.

Anne Cowie,
Chair, Editorial Board
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2006
Donor Recognition

Roll

The Ramsey County Historical Society extends warmest
and most sincere thanks to all supporters of the Society in
2006, who allow us to offer high quality programs to the
community.

A special thank you goes to the Board of the Ramsey
County Commissioners for their continuing and loyal
support. Their patronage through the years gives the
Society a solid foundation on which to build. Thanks to
Tony Bennett, Chair; Victoria Reinhardt; Jim McDonough;
Janice Rettman; Rafael Ortega; Toni Coleman; and Jan
Parker. Special appreciation goes to County Manager,
David Twa, and to countless members of his staff for their
excellent professional assistance.  

If you would like to become a member of RCHS or make your own contribution to the organization,
please call (651) 222-0701, or visit our web site www.rchs.com.
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2006 Annual Appeal, General Operating, 
and Project Support: by individuals

Operating support above and beyond membership dues is critical to continue quality programming for the Society. This year we appreciate deeply the
substantial support from the following individuals: (Please call 651-222-0701 to correct any errors or omissions)

Anonymous
Marian Adcock
Alfred & Dorothe Aeppli
Janice Allen
Edward & Audrey Anderson
Mary Anderson
Donald & Clara Asp
Gordon Asselstine
Sharon Avent
John & Elizabeth Baker
Charles Bathke
William & Paula Bathke
George & Karen Benz
James & Gail Betz
Alexandra O. Bjorklund
Michael Borkan
W. Andrew & Linda Boss
Tom & Liz Boyd
Norlin & Carole Boyum
Steve & Gail Brand
John & Terrie Brandt
Richard & Ruth Brink
Carolyn Brusseau
Robert & Gerry Bullard
Roger Burg
Herb & Catherine Buscher
Loretta Chapman
De Anne Cherry
Craig Smith & Merritt 

Clapp-Smith
C. P. Claude
Norb & Mary Ellen Conzemius
Anne Cowie
James Cowie
John R. Cross
Richard & Betty Mae Cutting
Mary Beth Cutting
Mark & Mary Ann Davis
Richard De Leo
Rosemary & Harrison Dilworth
William & Terry Dircks
Carl Drake
John & Elizabeth Driscoll
Joseph Elsinger
Patricia  Emerson
E. Eugene & Sara Engelbert
Joanne Englund
Ronald Erickson
Priscilla Farnham
John & Jackie Finley
Edward & Erin Fox
William Frels
Elizabeth French
Janet Frey
Bernard & Damaris Friel
Sam Fudenberg
Michael & Frances Galvin
R.F. Garland
Terrence Garvey

N.L. Gault
Robert Geist
John & Judy Gerten
Peter & Mary Gilbertson
Jean Godfrey
Lawrence Greenberg & 

Carol Kindschi
Judson Grenier
Jerry Lefevre & Jennifer Gross
Howard & Elizabeth Guthmann
Harry & Lorraine Hammerly
Pat Hart
Marshall & Elizabeth Hatfield
Dorothy Heckt
Douglas Heidenreich
Rita Heintz
Joan Higinbotham
Louis F. & Katharine Hill
Terry Hoffman
John C. Holman
Patti & Bill Hoversten
Stanley S. & Karen H. Hubbard
Willam & Hella Mears Hueg
Josephine Hughes
Ruby Hunt
Ruth & John Huss
Janice Simmonds & Jerry Trooien
Lynn Johnson
Mardell Johnson
Byron & Virginia Johnson
Marion Johnson
James Johnson
Cynthia Johnson
Betty & Bob Johnson
Kristine Johnston
Lucy Jones
Tom Kelley
Esther & Martin Kellogg
James Kenna
Anne Ketz
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klas
David Kline
Sherry Koster
David & Cristiana Kristal
George Kronschnabel
Carl & Janet Kuhrmeyer
David & Karen Lanegran
Leonette Lanners
John W. Larson
David Larson
Nancy Kluver & 

Lawrence Syverud
Thomas Lee
Judy & Steve Lewis
Dick & Peggy Lidstad
Mary Lightner Vernon
David & Perrin Lilly
Tienne Linden
John Lindley

Nick Linsmayer
Jane Leonard & Loretto Lippert
Francis Luikart
Robert P. & Helen Mairs
George & Dusty Mairs
Thomas G. Mairs
John & Bonnie Manthey
Philip Markert
Marlene Marschall
Judith & Todd Marshall
Marcia Marshall
Stephanie & Phil Martineau
Susan & Edwin McCarthy
Tom McGough
Lawrence & Andrea McGough
Gerald McKay
Malcolm & Wendy McLean
Mary Bigelow McMillan
Donald McNeely Family
Harry McNeely
Roberta & Robert Megard
Peter Meier
Jerry & Jeanne Meigs
Margaret Meyers
Joseph S. & Jane Micallef
George Millard
Robert B. & Donna Mirick
Eileen Momsen
Jonathan & Martha Morgan
Jon & Virginia Morris
William Moyers
Jack Mueller
Sally Mullen
Thomas Mullery
Catherine Murnane
Laurie Murphy
Andrew Nath
Hubert Nelson
Robert & Margaret Nelson
Deborah Nelson
Paul D. Nelson
Julie Neville
David & Barbara Nicholson
Richard & Nancy Nicholson
Ford & Catherine Nicholson
Joan & Dick Niemiec
Joan O’Brien
Jerry Oberembt
Jeffery & Diane Oertel
John G. & Margaret Ordway
Constance S. Otis
William Owens
Ronald Pederson
Marvin Pertzik
Karin Peterson
Jay Pfaender
Philip & Ruth Phipps
Eugene Piccolo
Walter Pistner

Julian G. Plante
Laura Platt
L.J. Quale
Paul & Elizabeth Quie
James Reagan
Edward & Dorothy Reid
Leola Rempel
Charlene K. Roise
Daniel & Kathryn Rominski
Robert & Joyce Rosene
Hamilton & Sarah Ross
Marja Roth
Ken & Nina Rothchild
James & Kathleen Russell
Anders & Ewa Rydaker
Dick Sarafolean
Adele Sargent Hersey
Mark Savin
Florence Schaller
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schroeder
Thomas & Ann Schroeder
Steve Schwahn & Helen Miller
McNeil Seymour
Terry Shima
Terri Silverberg
Terry & Leah Slye
Milton Smith
Alfred & Peggy Steldt
David & Claire Stokes
James & Merrie Stolpestad
Barbara Stuhler
Eleanor Swanson
Victor Tedesco
Jon & Lea Theobald
Rosalie Thomas
Ralph & Loanne Thrane
J. Quinn Tierney & Gerry Huerth
Jane Trosdahl
Evelyn Unes Hansen
Larry & Suzanne VandenPlas
Paul & Carolyn Verret
Thomas & Audrey Votel
James Wall
Harry Walsh
David & Mary Ann Wark
Dennis Watson
Jerome & Alice Webster
Nancy & Ted Weyerhaeuser
Annette Whaley
June Wheeler
Glenn Wiessner
Richard & Lucy Wilhoit
Nan Willie
Kent & Ann Mears Wilson
Mary Wingerd
Ronald J. Zweber
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2006 Foundations, Corporations, and Organizations
Ramsey County Historical Society receives generous financial support from foundations, corporations, businesses and other organizations. 
This year the following have made gifts in support of the Society:

106 Group Ltd.
Ameriprise Financial 
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation
Katherine B. Andersen Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation
BAE Systems
John M. & Elizabeth W. Baker Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation
Bank Cherokee
Harlan Boss Foundation for the Arts 
Boss Foundation
Briggs & Morgan 
Robert & Gerry Bullard Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation
Patrick & Aimee Butler Family Foundation
Norb & Mary Ellen Conzemius Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation
John R. Cross Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation
Edwin W. & Catherine M. Davis Foundation 
Dellwood Foundation 
Deluxe Corporation Foundation 
Dietz Family Fund of the Saint Paul Foundation
Engelbert Family Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation
GMAC–RFC 
Mary Livingston Griggs & 

Mary Griggs Burke Foundation
Guthmann Family Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation
Hardenbergh Foundation

The Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation
Jean E. & B.C. Hart Family Donor Advised 

Fund of the Saint Paul Foundation
Hess, Roise and Company 
Terry & Michael Hoffman Family Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation 
Margaret S. Hubbs Charitable Trust
The Lynn Johnson Family Foundation
Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund of the 

HRK Foundation
Esther & Martin Kellogg Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation
R.C. Lilly Foundation 
Thomas & Marjorie Mairs Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation
Manitou Fund
Judy and Malcolm W. McDonald Family

Charitable Trust of the Fidelity 
Charitable Gift Fund

McGough Construction
Andrea & Larry McGough Donor Advised

Fund of The Catholic Community
Foundation

Eileen M. and Richard E. Momsen Fund of 
The Saint Paul Foundation

Charitable Lead Trust of David O. Nicholson
Ford J. & Catharine T. Nicholson Fund
Nancy B. Nicholson Charitable Lead Trust 

Richard & Nancy Nicholson Fund
Nicholson Family Foundation
North Suburban St. Paul Kiwanis
Casey A. T. O’Neil Foundation 
John G. Ordway Jr. Charitable Trust
John & Marla Ordway Charitable Lead Trust
Constance S Otis Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation
Marvin J. Pertzik Foundation
RBC Dain Rauscher
Margaret Rivers Fund 
The Saint Paul Foundation
The St. Paul Travelers, Inc. Foundation
Scrooby Foundation
Securian Foundation 
Gertrude R. Shiely Charitable Trust
Summer Fund
Target Foundation
Ralph and Loanne Thrane Family Foundation

of the Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Tozer Foundation 
Villaume Industries, Inc.
Archie D. & Bertha H. Walker Foundation 
H. E. and Helen R. Warren Foundation
West Bend Mutual
Whitney Foundation 
The Lillian Wright & 

C. Emil Berglund Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation

2006 Premium Members Contributors
We would like to show our appreciation to the following members who from year to year choose to renew their memberships at one of the premium
levels, above and beyond the basic membership level, thereby providing significant additional annual support for the work of the Society. 

Guarantor
Mary Anderson
Alexandra O. Bjorklund
Norlin & Carole Boyum
Sandra & Peter Butler
Carl Drake
William B. Frels
Douglas Heidenreich
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klas
George & Dusty Mairs

Benefactor
W. Andrew & Linda Boss
Twiss & Patrick Butler
Peter K. Butler
Norb & Mary Ellen Conzemius
William & Terry Dircks
Blanche & Violet Dvorak
R.F. Garland
Jerry Lefevre & Jennifer H. Gross
Marshall & Elizabeth Hatfield
Stanley S. & Karen Hubbard
Ruth & John Huss
Scott Hutton
Francis Markoe
Jon & Viginia Morris

John Rooney
Gary & Peggy R. Sparr
James Wall
Richard & Lucy Wilhoit

Sponsor
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Anson
Charles L. Bathke
Dr. & Mrs. James B. Bell
John & Ceci K. Butler
Jefferson Jay Clowes
Robert J. Dolle, Jr.
Jeannette Bach & Duke Addicks
Susan Foote & David Durenberger
Howard & Elizabeth Guthmann
Marion J. Handt
June Wheeler & Peter Herzog
Robert & Ramona Hess
Joan Higinbotham
John Holman
Horace H. Irvine, II
David D. Irwin
James E. Johnson
David & Karen Lanegran
Judy & Steve Lewis
Dick & Peggy Lidstad

Jean Kummerow & John Loban
Thomas G. Mairs
James & Sarah Jane Markoe
Marlene Marschall
Mary Bigelow McMillan
Harry McNeely, Jr.
Robert B. & Donna Mirick
Henry & Donna Morgan
Marla & John Ordway, III
Constance Otis
Julian G. Plante
Dave Riehle
Richard & Barbara Shank
Mark Stutrud
Jon & Lea Theobald
Walter N. Trenerry
Jane Trosdahl
Margaret Walsh
David & Mary Ann Wark
Glenn Wiessner

Patron
Gordon B. Asselstine
Caroline & Austin Baillon
John & Elizabeth Baker
Robert & Adrienne Banks

John & Andrea Brainard
Marney Brooks
Carolyn J. Brusseau
R.A. & Gloria Ciccone
C. P. Claude
Nancy Dana
Neil Danner
Charlton Dietz
Rosemary & Harrison Dilworth
Joanne Englund 
Bill Gaynor
Harold Fotsch & Donna

Harrington
William Hollinshead
Lucy R. Jones
Esther & Martin Kellogg
Sarah Kinney
James & Gail LaFave
Leonette Lanners
John Lindley
Jerry & Jeanne Meigs
Margaret Meyers
Joseph S. & Jane Micallef
Catherine Murnane
Mary Nelson
Deborah Nelson
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Thomas D. Olin
Margaret & John G. Ordway
Thomas & Sally Patterson
Ronald Pederson
Jodi Pope
Leila D. J. Poullada
Bruce & Ilene Rice

Ken & Nina Rothchild
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schroeder
Stanley & Lucy Shepard
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Slade
Vic & Mary Spaulding
Tom Kelley & Kathy Stack

Timothy & Beth Sullivan
Larry Tyson
Stephen & Katherine 

Wellington, Jr.
Annette M. Whaley
Ronald J. Zweber

Corporate Partners
Park Midway Bank
Villaume Industries, Inc.
Wiessner, Inc.

In Memory of 
Virginia Brainard Kunz
Janice Allen
James Angrist
Jane Angrist
John & Elizabeth Baker
Alexandra O. Bjorklund
Diane Bongiorno
Tom & Liz Boyd 
Elizabeth Ann Cader
Gloria Cherne-Hogan
Paul & Susan Clabo
Virginia Costello
Irvin & Marylyn Deneen
Chuck Dietz
Susan Dowd
Robert & Vivian Elmgren
Joanne Englund
Lyn Marie Froiland
Sam H. Fudenberg
Marcella & David Grandpre
Jean E. & B.C. Hart
Raymond & Patricia Hartman
Marshall & Elizabeth Hatfield

Thomas & Laurie Helling
Wendy Holdman
Rachel Johnson
Tom J. Kelley
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klas
Darlene Kluznik
Peggy Korsmo-Kennon
John W. Larson
Georgia Ray Lindeke
John Lindley
Maureen McGinn 
Gerald McKay
Robert B. & Donna Mirick
Barbara Nagell
Richard & Nancy Nicholson
Catherine O’Keefe
Marvin J. Pertzik
W. Tim & Vicki Peterson
Julian G. Plante
Christine Podas-Larson
Mr. & Mrs. E. Risser
Craig & Valerie Rittler
James & Kathleen Russell

Alan K. Ruvelson
Carol Schneeweis
Simley High School
Esther & Richard Sovada
Gail Teas
Margaret Tobin
Walter Trenerry
Paul & Carolyn Verret
Richard & Lucy Wilhoit
Ronald J. Zweber

In Memory of Susan Hill Lindley
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klas
Maureen McGinn
Richard & Nancy Nicholson
Paul & Carolyn Verret

In Memory of Charlotte Drake
Chuck Dietz
Richard & Nancy Nicholson

In Memory of Robert Farnham
Malcolm W. McDonald

In Memory of Henry Blodgett
Richard & Nancy Nicholson

In Memory of Don Nelson
James & Katharine Anderson
Bonaventure Condominiums 

Association 
Norma Hunter 
Mr. & Mrs. G. W. Lusher 
Dave & Mary Ann Mason
Sally Nelson
June Paschke
Donald & Virginia Reeves
Duane & J. A. States

In celebration of 
William DeGraff & 
Linda Donoghue 
Richard & Nancy Nicholson

In celebration of Steve & Judy
Lewis 10th Wedding Anniversary
David & Karen Lanegran

Bequest, Appreciation, Special Recognitions

2006 Gifts In - Kind
Many businesses and individuals helped this year with gifts of objects, expertise, or free or reduced cost services. The Society thanks the following 
for gifts in-kind:

Jim Bell
Cathedral of St. Paul
Clark Products
Priscilla Farnham
Kelli Fifield, Tea Leaf Gallery
Lawrence Greenberg & 

Carol Kindschi
Deborah Guthrie

Pat Hart 
Tom Kelley & Kathy Stack
Mary Ann Krueger
Linder’s Greenhouse  
John Lindley
Greg Mack
Thedore Meyers
Maureen McGinn

Mary Miller
Park Square Theatre
Julian G. Plante
Deanna Somuong
Ralph Thrane
Ramsey County Staff Members
Schroeder Milk Company
Stepping Stone Theatre

The Saint Paul Hotel 
University of Minnesota, 

Les Bolstad Golf Course
Victory Parking Ramp 
Rick Wilhoit

The Memoir Project is a new book
publishing initiative of RCHS. 
It reflects the mission of the Society
to preserve the heritage of our
community. RCHS helps families,
individuals, companies and
organizations record and preserve
in book form their story and their
history. RCHS is delighted to
receive support to publish the
following books: 

From Arcade to Mainstreet — 
The History of the Seeger
Refrigeration Company

Anonymous family members
James & Ursula Andrews
Walter & Melinda Andrews
Mrs. Alan Buckbee 
Jack C. & Martha A. Foote
Thomas & Linda Garrett 
Terry & Ann Love
Shirley Muessel Jordan
Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. 

Muessel Jr. 

Janet Reay Walton & 
James T. Walton

Walter & Barbara Wolterstorff
Rt. Rev. Robert M. Wolterstorff
Hugh & Marilyn Wooldridge

Rocky Roots — Three Geological
Walking Tours of St Paul

Lawrence & Caroline Best
Rebecca Ganzel
Jerry Lefevre & Jennifer Gross
Elle Kokkinos

Malcolm W. McDonald 
in memory of Robert Farnham

Wendy Nemitz
Susan Nemitz
Julie Neville
Richard & Nancy Nicholson 

in memory of Henry Blodgett, 
Charlotte Drake, 
Virginia Kunz, and 
Susan Lindley 

Margaret & Thomas Swifka
Larry & Kristy Ann Waite

Memoir Project

Please call 651-222-0701 to correct any errors or omissions
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Published by the Ramsey County Historical Society

323 Landmark Center

75 West Fifth Street

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102
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St. Paul, MN
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This late-afternoon photograph taken in the 1960s shows a supply of building trusses with their 
“Gizmo Gussetts,” or metal connector plates, ready for shipping on a Murphy Trucking Company flatbed 
trailer in the yard at Villaume Box & Lumber Company. In the background is the Villaume sign, complete 
with hundreds of light bulbs, mounted on the bluffs on the West Side. Various residences are just visible 
beyond the sign and above the bluffs. Photo courtesy of Nick Linsmayer and Villaume Industries. 
See Steve Trimble’s article on page 4.
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