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THE MISSION STATEMENT OF THE RAMSEY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON DECEMBER 20, 2007:
The Ramsey County Historical Society inspires current and future generations
to learn from and value their history by engaging in a diverse program

of presenting, publishing and preserving.

CONTENTS

3 Courthouse Sculptor
Lee Lawrie

Paul D. Nelson

11  Stanford Newel, Proposal Rock, and Newell Park Widows
Newell Park Celebrates Its Centennial

Krista Finstad Hanson
20 Growing Up in St. Paul
The Teen Years and OLP
Susanne Sebesta Heimbuch
Publication of Ramsey County History is supported in part by a gift from

Clara M. Claussen and Frieda H. Claussen in memory of Henry H. Cowie Jr.
and by a contribution from the late Reuel D. Harmon

A Message from the Editorial Board

ow often do we drive past a familiar scene and fail to appreciate the history
behind it? In this issue, three writers take us on a tour of places we think we
know but whose rich stories are rarely told. Paul Nelson gives an in-depth look at
Lee Lawrie’s architectural sculptures on the exterior surfaces of the St. Paul City
Hall and Ramsey County Courthouse. More famous for his artwork at Rockefeller
Center in New York City, Lawrie’s Courthouse sculptures combine graceful forms
with a sense of purpose as they illustrate concepts such as industry, justice, and
liberty. Nelson will be giving a talk and guiding a tour of St. Paul architectural
sculpture on March 29 at the St. Paul Central Library—join him if you can.
Susanne Sebesta Heimbuch takes us back to the early 1960s with her evocative
look at Catholic education at Our Lady of Peace High School, which occupied the
current site of William Mitchell College of Law. And Krista Finstad Hanson revis-
its the story of Newell Park, which for a time in the 1920s and *30s was a neighbor-
hood gathering place buoyed by vigorous community support. Thanks to the ef-
forts of many, today this revitalized park serves as a jewel in the Hamline-Midway
neighborhood. Explore your county’s roots, and discover new perspectives from
your armchair!

Anne Cowie,
Chair, Editorial Board

RAMSEY COUNTY HISTORY




2008
Donor Recognition Roll

The Ramsey County Historical Society extends warmest
and most sincere thanks to all supporters of the Society in
2008, who allow us to offer high quality programs to the
community.

A special thank you goes to the Board of the Ramsey
County Commissioners for their continuing and loyal
support. Their patronage through the years gives the
Society a solid foundation on which to build. Thanks to
Jan Parker, Chair; Tony Bennett, Toni Carter,
Jim McDonough, Victoria Reinhardt, Rafael Ortega,
and Janice Rettman. Special appreciation goes to
former County Manager, David Twa, and to current
County Manager Julie Kleinschmidt and to countless
members of the Ramsey County staff for their excellent
professional assistance.

RCHLS

RAMSEY + COUNTY + HISTORICAL - SOCIETY

If you would like to become a member of RCHS or make your own contribution to the organization,
please call 651-222-0701, or visit our web site www.rchs.com.



2008 Annual Appeal, General Operating,
and Project Support: by individuals
General operating support is critical to continue quality programming for the Society. This year we appreciate deeply the substantial support from the

following individuals: (Please call 651-222-0701 to correct any errors or omissions). Several donors choose to make anonymous gifts. Thank you for
your ongoing, unrestricted support.

Edmund Rice Society Lawrence Taliaferro Society Robert J. Dolle Jr. Susan & Donald Schlomka
(support of $20,000 or more) (support between $500-3999) Patricia Emerson Steve Schwahn & Helen Miller
Dusty & George Mairs William & Julie Brady Joanne Englund Terry Shima

W. Andrew and Linda Boss
Mr. William & Bonita Frels
Ramsey County

Jonathan Carver Council

(support between

$6,000 and $19,999)

Mary Anderson

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klas

Charlton Dietz and the Dietz
Family Fund

Jane & Heman Gibbs Associates

(support between

31,000 and $5,999)

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Anson

Alexandra O. Bjorklund

Tom & Liz Boyd

Norlin & Carole Boyum

Twiss & Patrick Butler

Peter K. Butler

Sandra & Peter M. Butler

Richard De Leo

William & Terry Dircks

Eugene & Sara Engelbert

Priscilla Farnham

Mr. R.F. Garland

Jennifer Gross & Jerry Lefevre

Howard & Elizabeth Guthmann

Harry & Lorraine Hammerly

Pat Hart

Marshall & Elizabeth Hatfield

Douglas Heidenreich

Joan Higinbotham

John Holman

Stanley & Karen S. Hubbard

Ruth & John Huss

Mrs. Betty Wold Johnson

Judy & Steve Lewis

Mrs. Donna Mirick

Eileen M. & Richard E. Momsen
Fund of The Saint Paul
Foundation

David & Barbara Nicholson

John III & Marla Ordway

Daniel & Kathryn Rominski

Jon & Lea Theobald

Ralph & Loanne Thrane

Laurie Zenner

Carolyn J. Brusseau

Norb & Mary Ellen Conzemius
Michael Green

Marion J. Handt

Louis F. & Katherine E. Hill
Scott Hutton

Jan Jackson

James Johnson

Esther & Martin Kellogg
Dick & Peggy Lidstad

Mr. Thomas G. Mairs

Francis Markoe

Susan & Edwin McCarthy
Lawrence & Andrea McGough
Rev. Mary Bigelow McMillan
The Donald McNeely Family
Harry McNeely

Henry & Donna Morgan

Jon & Viginia Morris

Sally & Tom Patterson

Dave Riehle

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schroeder
Richard & Barbara Shank
Jane Trosdahl

Paul & Carolyn Verret

Dr. James Wall

Glenn Wiessner

Richard & Lucy Wilhoit

James Thompson Associates

(support between $150-499)

Alfred & Dorothee Aeppli

Edward & Audrey Anderson

Gordon B. Asseltine

Walter & Ginger Bailey

Baillon Family Foundation

John & Nancy Baird

John M. & Elizabeth W.
Baker Fund

Robert & Adrienne Banks

William & Paula Bathke

Captain William Bowell, Sr.

John & Andrea Brainard

Steve & Gail Brand

Marney Brooks

Roger F. Burg

John & Ceci Butler

Mr. Louis Buron

Susan Cammack

John & Eva Cross

Anne Cowie

Richard & Betty Mae Cutting

Neil Danner

Kathleen M. DeLonais

Peter & Lorraine Fischer
Edward & Erin Fox

L. Ronald French
Bernard & Damaris Friel
James & Joan Gardner
Bill Gaynor

Trude Harmon

Mark Haidet &

Kathryn Tokar Haidet
Robert & Ramona Hess
Phyllis Jones
June Joseph
James Kenna
Tom King
Bruce E. & Sandy Kiernat
Sarah Kinney
Mr. Robert M. Knox, Jr.
Peggy Korsmo-Kennon
James & Gail LaFave
David & Karen Lanegran
Leonette Lanners
David Larson
John Lindley
Helen & Bob Mairs
John & BonnieManthey
William & Virginia McDonald
Malcolm & Wendy McLean
Thomas Mega
Joseph S. & Jane Micallef
Patricia Mitchell
James & Donna Moxness
Laurie Murphy
Deborah Nelson
Paul D. Nelson
Robert & Margaret Nelson
Joan O'Brien
Jeffery & Diane Oertel
Constance Otis
Ronald Pederson
Marvin Pertzik
Jay Pfaender
Eugene Piccolo
Julian G. Plante
Laura Platt
Jodi Pope
Ms. Leila D.J. Poullada
Nancy Randall Dana
Mr. James Reagan
Lori Ricke
Bruce & Ilene Rice
Robert & Joyce Rosene
William & Susan Sands
Dick Sarafolean
John Schletty

Terri Silverberg
Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. Slade
Marschall Smith &

Debra Mitts-Smith
Vic & Mary Spaulding
Timothy & Beth Sullivan
Mark Stutrud
Walter N. Trenerry
Larry & Suzanne VandenPlas
Margaret Walsh
Charles S. Ward
Michele Vaillancourt/

Brent Wennberg
Stephen &

Katherine Wellington, Jr
Nancy & Ted Weyerhaeuser
Annette Whaley
Kent & Ann Mears Wilson

Ramsey County Circle

(support up to $149)

Ramsey County employees who
have donated through the
Ramsey County Service Fund

Roger & Dorothy Anderson

Duke Addicks & Jeannette Bach

Denis Bakke

R. H. & D. B. Bancroft

Gay & Ron Baukol

Jean Belfany

Robert Beutel

Michael Borkan

William T. Bowler

Christine Boulware

John & Terrie Brandt

Sara & Kevin Brown

Herb & Catherine Buscher

Paul & Susan Clabo

Ms. Bettie Cowie

Craig Smith &

Merritt Clapp-Smith

C. P. Claude

Jefferson Jay Clowes

Bill & Maureen Cosgriff

Alice Dickinson

Cheryl Dickson

Olivia I. Dodge

Harry Drake

John & Bonnie Driggs

Trudy Dunham

Susan Foote & David Durenberger

Carie & Charlie Essig

Harold Fotsch &Donna Harrington

Elizabeth A. French



Janet Frey

Tomas & Ellen Fridinger
Sam H. Fudenberg

Robert W. Geist

R. James Gessel

Jean E. & B.C. Hart
David Heide & Mike Crull
P. Herther

Gregg Hildebrandt

Ruby Hunt

Byron & Virginia Johnson
Betty & Bob Johnson

Dr. Donald E. Johnson
Neel & Pegge Johnson
Kristine & Marty Johnston
Lucy R. Jones

Teresa J. Kimker

Barb & Craig Kirkpatrick
Randall & Rachel Kroll
George Kronschnabel
David Larkin

Ms. Nan Lightner

Tienne Linden
Daniel Lindley

Ms. Nancy-Dell Lund

Marc Manderscheid
Philip J. Markert
Jerry Meigs
Margaret Meyers
Mr. Larry Millett

Jean & Randy Monson

Jack Mueller

Margaret & Robert Murnane

Mary Nelson

Joan & Dick Niemiec
Thomas & Judith Olin

Allen J. Paulson
Gordon Peterson
Karin Peterson
Kate K. Piper
Eddris Pridgen

Paul & Elizabeth Quie

Donald Reardon
John L. Relf

Hamilton & Sarah Ross

Joel Rudney & Patricia Kane
Robert Rulon-Miller

Dr. Tim Rumsey

Edwin & Jennifer Ryan

Anders & Ewa Rydaker

Roxanne Sands

Thomas & Ann Schroeder
Stanley & Lucy Shepard

Janice Simmonds & Jerry Trooien

Terry & Leah Slye

Mrs. J. Bradner Smith
Ms. Norma Sommerdorf
Joe Soucheray

Gary & Peggy R. Sparr
Deborah Swanson

Terry Swanson

Ben Storey

J. Quinn Tierney

Harry Walsh

June Wheeler & Peter Herzog
Terrance Williams & Patricia Hampl

2008 Foundations, Corporations, and Organizations

Ramsey County Historical Society receives generous financial support from foundations, corporations, businesses and other organizations.
This year the following have made gifts in support of the Society:

Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen
Foundation
Katherine B. Andersen Fund of
The Saint Paul Foundation
BAE Systems
F.R. Bigelow Foundation
Boss Foundation
Patrick & Aimee Butler
Family Foundation
Edwin W. & Catherine M.
Davis Foundation
Engelbert Family Fund of
The Saint Paul Foundation
Dellwood Foundation
Deluxe Corporation Foundation
General Mills Foundation
Grotto Foundation

Guthmann Family Fund of
The Saint Paul Foundation

Hardenbergh Foundation

Jean E. and B.C. Hart Family
Donor Advised Fund of
The Saint Paul Foundation

Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund
of the HRK Foundation

The Martin and Esther Kellogg
Fund of The Saint Paul
Foundation

The Drake J. and Nan P. Lightner
Fund of The Saint Paul
Foundation

R.C. Lilly Foundation

Mary Livingston Griggs &

Mary Griggs Burke Foundation

2008 Premium Members Contributors

Thomas & Marjorie Mairs Fund of

The Saint Paul Foundation
McCarthy-Bjorklund Foundation
McGough Companies
Andrea & Lawrence McGough

Donor Advised Fund of the

Catholic Community

Foundation
Charitable Lead Trust of

David O. Nicholson
Nicholson Family Foundation

Fund
Nicholson Family Foundation,

Richard & Nancy Nicholson

Fund
Casey A. T. O'Neil Foundation
John and Marla Ordway

Charitable Lead Trust

Marvin J. Pertzik Foundation
Margaret Rivers Fund

The Saint Paul Foundation
Sexton Printing Company
Johnson Brothers Liquor Company
Scrooby Foundation

Securian Foundation

Summit Brewing Company
Target Foundation

Thomson North American Legal
Tozer Foundation

Travelers Company Foundation
UBS Foundation

Vetter Stone Company

Warren Foundation

Western Insurance Agency
Whitney Foundation

Xcel Energy Foundation

We would like to show our appreciation to the following members who choose to renew their membership commitment at one of the premium levels,
thereby providing significant additional annual support for the work of the Society.

Guarantor ($1000 or more)
Mary Anderson

Alexandra O. Bjorklund
Norlin & Carole Boyum
Sandra & Peter Butler
William & Terry Dircks
William & Bonita B. Frels
Pat Hart

Douglas Heidenreich
Stanley & Karen S. Hubbard
Ruth & John Huss

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klas
Dusty & George Mairs
David & Barbara Nicholson
Janice Sweeney

Benefactor ($500 to $999)
Peter K. Butler

Twiss & Patrick Butler
R.E. Garland

Jerry Lefevre &

Jennnifer H. Gross
Marshall & Elizabeth Hatfield
Joan Higinbotham
Scott Hutton

Judy & Steve Lewis
Georgia Ray Lindeke
Francis Markoe

Jerry Meigs

Henry & Donna Morgan
Jon & Lea Theobald

Dr. James Wall

Richard & Lucy Wilhoit



Sponsor ($250-$499) Thomas G. Mairs Jacque & Lydie Stassart CORPORATE DONORS

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Anson Rev. Mary Bigelow McMillan Mark Stutrud Homrich Inc

Dr. & Mrs. James Bell Harry G. McNeely, Jr. Walter N. Trenerry Western Insurance Agency

John & Ceci K. Butler Donna Mirick Jane Trosdahl Smyth Companies

Jefferson Jay Clowes Jon & Viginia Morris Stephen & 106 Group LTD.

James & Joan Gardner John & Marla Ordway, I1I Katherine Wellington, Jr. Equity Services of St. Paul, Inc
Michael Green John G. & Margaret Ordway, Jr. Glenn Wiessner St. Paul Building & Construction
Howard & Elizabeth Guthmann Constance Otis Trades

Marion J. Handt Julian G. Plante CORPORATE PARTNERS Council

June Wheeler & Peter Herzog James Reagan Saint Paul Stamp Works Inc
Robert & Ramona Hess Lori Ricke Corporate Patrons (8250 -8499)  premier Bank

John Holman Dave Richle National Chﬁ:Cking Company Rulon Miller Books

James E. Johnson William & Susan Sands Sexton anmg Company Summit Community Bank
Esther & Martin Kellogg John Schletty Park M@way Bank Building Restoration Corporation
Bruce E. & Sandy Kiernat Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schroeder Restoration Window Systems

David & Karen Lanegran Richard & Barbara Shank @Home Apartments

Dick & Peggy Lidstad Marschall & Debra Smith Summit Brewing Co.

Villaume Industries, Inc.

Memoir Project

The Memoir Project is a new book publishing initiative of RCHS. It reflects the mission of the Society to preserve the heritage of our community.
RCHS helps families, individuals, companies and organizations record and preserve in book form their story and their history. RCHS is delighted
to receive 2008 support to publish the following books:

Rocky Roots — Three Geological Walking Tours of St Paul

Jennifer Gross & Jerry Lefevre
Ron Vetter, Vetter Stone

Bequest, Appreciation, Special Recognitions in 2008

In Memory Dottie Dietz In Memory of Robert B. Mirick In Memory Virginia Kunz
Paul & Carolyn Verret Charlton Dietz Susan Clabo

2008 Gifts In - Kind

Many businesses and individuals helped this year with gifts of objects, expertise, or free or reduced cost services. The Society thanks the following
for gifts in-kind:

James B. Bell RF Moeller Jeweler Summit Brewing Company Bernard P. Friel

Jane Blakley Murphy’s Landing U.S. Courts Library Horace Blair Flandrau Klein

Brave New Workshop Richard and Nancy Nicholson Valspar Paul Nelson

Anne Cowie Marla Ordway Suzanne VandenPlas Byron Olsen

Cathedral of St. Paul Park Square Theatre Victory Parking Eric Pedersen

Captain William Bowells, Sr. Plymouth Playhouse Walker Art Center Janice Quick

Joanne Englund Ramsey County staff members Bill & Jean Walton Georgia Ray Lindeke

Carie Essig Ramsey County Board of John L. Relf

Cedarholm Golf Course Commissioners The following individuals gave David Riehle

Leslie Hahn Ramsey County the gift of their time and expertise Emily Skidmore

Father Joseph Johnson Virgil & Arlene Scharpen to the publication of Ramsey Dr. Donald. B. Swenson

Johnson Brothers Minnesota Wild County History: David Thorstad
Wholesale Liquors Mollie Spillman Gary J. Brueggenmann Steven C. Trimble

John Lindley Terry Swanson Cheryl Carlson Lynne M. Young

Peter E. Mairs Schroeder Milk Company Barry L. Cotter

Maureen McGinn Stepping Stone Theatre Joan Miller Cotter

While we do our best to include everyone, sometimes we make mistakes. Please call 651-222-0701 to correct any errors or omissions
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

In 1909 someone named Clara, who lived on Capitol Avenue, sent a postcard (top right) of the Frog Pond that once
existed near Hamline University to a friend in North Dakota. That Frog Pond was then located on the site of today’s

Newell Park in St. Paul's Hamline-Midway neighborhood. The postcard and the adjacent photo of Newell Park on a fall day
in 2008 show just how much this park has changed in 100 years. Postcard courtesy of Steve Trimble; photo courtesy of
Krista Finstad Hanson. For more on the centennial of Newell Park, see Krista Finstad Hanson’s article on page 11.
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