
Winter 2010 Volume 44, Number 4

The St. Paul Society  
for the Hard of Hearing

Kristin Mapel Bloomberg 
and Leah S. McLaughlin

 —Page 10

Recollections of Cathedral Hill
A Glimpse of Old St. Paul from an Up-and-Down Duplex  
 on Holly Avenue

Mary Reichardt            —Page 3   

One of the distinguishing 
features of the up-and-down 
duplex at 444 Holly Avenue in 
the Cathedral Hill neighborhood 
is its spacious front porches 
that encourage conversation and 
reminiscing about old St. Paul  
on warm summer days. Photo 
courtesy of Mary Reichardt.    
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the mission statement of the ramsey county historical society  
adopted by the board of directors on december 20, 2007:

The Ramsey County Historical Society inspires current and future generations  

to learn from and value their history by engaging in a diverse program  

of presenting, publishing and preserving.
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A Message from the Editorial Board

Sometimes, reading history fuels our imaginations. This issue contains some great 
moments that we can conjure up in the comfort of our armchairs. Kristin Mapel 

Bloomberg and Leah McLaughlin’s history of the St. Paul Society for the Hard of Hear-
ing lets us join in when a hard-of-hearing person went to the movies in St. Paul and, 
thanks to technology pushed by the Society, could for the first time “hear with ease the 
slightest whisper . . . the baby’s gurgle, the villain’s chuckle.” We are there, too, when 
Norm Horton inched along drifted roads during the Armistice Day Blizzard to get home 
to fill the oil heater for his family, after working his shift at the Ford plant. And we share 
Mary Reichardt’s thrill when, on purchasing her house on Holly Avenue, she received a 
postcard from the Dow family, the house’s longtime former owners, opening up a rich 
vein of family and neighborhood history. Join us to read these stories, and contact our 
editor if you have your own to share. 

Anne Cowie, Chair, Editorial Board
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2009
Donor Recognition

The Ramsey County Historical Society extends warmest
and most sincere thanks to all supporters of the Society in
2009. Your support allows us to fulfill our mission, inspiring
current and future generations to learn from and value their
history through a diverse program of presenting, publishing
and preserving the history of Ramsey County. 

A special thank you goes to the Board of the Ramsey
County Commissioners for their continuing and loyal
support. Their partnership through the years gives the
Society a solid foundation on which to build. Thanks to
Tony Bennett; Toni Carter; Jim McDonough; Rafael Ortega;
Jan Parker; Victoria Reinhardt, Chair; and Janice Rettman.
Special appreciation goes to County Manager, Julie
Kleinschmidt, and to countless members of her staff for
their excellent professional assistance.  

If you would like to become a member of RCHS or make your own contribution to the organization,
please call 651-222-0701, or visit our web site www.rchs.com.
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Grace Flandreau Publication Project 
The Ramsey County Historical Society was pleased to support the Grace Flandreau publication project by acting as fiscal agent. 
The following donors supported this project.
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Sandra & Peter Butler
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Priscilla Farnham
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John G. and Margaret 
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John W. Seeger Jr.
Jane Trosdahl
Paul & Carolyn Verret
Nancy & Ted Weyerhaeuser
Rick & Lucy Wilhoit

Endowment Support
Julian Plante
Henry Morgan estate

Members of the Ethel Stewart Heritage Society
The Ethel Stewart Heritage Society recognizes donors who have provided for the Society in their wills or other testamentary plans, 
in life-income agreements, life insurance policies, or with cumulative contributions of $10,000 or more to the Society.

In memory of  
Mary Turner Kenna
Paul & Paula Gleeson
Debra Lee
James Kenna
Harvey & Cheryl Leuning
Ann & Martin Oyen
Herbert & Marjorie  Doty
Glenn Wiessner

In honor of  John M. Lindley
Daniel Lindley

In memory of  
Mrs. Katherine Randall
Dr. Julian G. Plante

In memory of Robert Farnham
Malcolm and Patricia McDonald

In honor of Raymond & 
Leola Schreurs
Linda Saavedra

In honor of Ralph Thrane
Raymond & Leola Schreurs

In honor of Carolyn J. Brusseau
Nancy McKillips

In memory of Dave Wood
Carol Kusnierek

In memory of 
Anne Sloan Jaglowski
Myrna Weyer

For the care of the Heritage 
Apple Orchard
Linda Saavedra

In memory of Robert F. Johnson
Marion Johnson

In Memory Virginia Kunz 
Susan Clabo 

Bequest, Appreciation, Special Recognitions

2009 Gifts In-Kind
Many businesses and individuals helped this year with gifts of objects, expertise, or free or reduced cost services. The Society thanks 
the following for gifts in-kind:

Joyce Anderson
Cathedral of St. Paul
Debbie Erickson
Carie Essig
Priscilla Farnham
Mary Farrell
Sam Fudenberg
Jim Graf
Joe Hinz
Josie Holman – All Temp 
John Lamski
John Lindley 
Johnson Brothers Liquor
Company
Richard Menk
Joan Mitchell

Marla Ordway
Charlotte Prentice
Chuck & Della Rada
Ramsey County staff  members
Leola Rempel
Ted Richardville
Terry Robertson
Schroeder Milk Company
Patrick Shannon
Mollie Spillman
Terry Swanson
Victory Parking
Larry Waite
Bill Walton – Walton’s Hollow
Nancy Wenkel

The following individuals gave the
gift of their time and expertise to
the publication of Ramsey County
History: 
Nathalie Chase Bernstein
Greg A. Brick
Barry L. Cotter
Joan Miller Cotter
Anne Cowie
Charlton Dietz
Robert F. Garland
Roger A. Godin
Helen Hammersten
Krista Finstad Hanson
Leo J. Harris
Moira F. Harris

Susanne Sebesta Heimbuch
John W. Milton
Paul D. Nelson
Dr. Tim Rumsey
Harlan Stoehr

Research Center and Collections Programs

Scrooby Foundation
Alexandra O. Bjorklund, McCarthy-

Bjorklund Foundation
John & Ruth Huss, Huss Family Foundation
Laurie Murphy

* Deceased While we do our best to include everyone, sometimes we make mistakes.  Please call 651-222-0701 to correct any errors or omissions * Deceased
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Jennifer Gross & Jerry Lefevre
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Joan Higinbotham
John & Marna Holman
Scott Hutton
Jan Jackson
Esther & Martin Kellogg
Francis Markoe
Harry G. McNeely Jr.
Jerry Meigs
Donna Morgan Jon & 

Lea Theobald
Dr. James Wall
Richard & Lucy Wilhoit

SPONSOR
Jefferson Jay Clowes
John Fallin
Michael Green
Marion J. Handt
James E. Johnson
Bruce E. & Sandy Kiernat
Judy & Steve Lewis
Dick & Peggy Lidstad
Rev. Mary Bigelow McMillan
Donna Mirick
Virginia H. Morris
John G. & Margaret Ordway Jr.
Contance Otis
Ronald Pederson
Julian G. Plante
James Reagan
Dave Riehle
Ken & Nina Rothchild
William & Susan Sands
Robert & Evangeline Schroeder
Richard & Barbara Shank
Mark Stutrud
Jane Trosdahl
Margaret Walsh June Wheeler &

Peter Herzog

PATRON
Robert & Adrienne Banks
Gay & Ron Baukol
Arthur F. Bergstrom
Herman Birnberg
Dennis Boom
John & Andrea Brainard
Marney Brooks
Chris P. Claude

Joan & Barry Cotter
Neil Danner
Richard DeLeo
Charlton Dietz
Robert J. Dolle Jr.
Patricia Emerson
Joanne Englund
R. James & Teddie Gessel
Ruby Hunt
D. Ward & Shotsy Johnson
Lucy R. Jones
David & Betsy Kelly
Tom King
Robert M. Knox Jr.
Randall & Rachel Kroll
James & Gail LaFave
Georgia Ray Lindeke
John M. Lindley
Helen & Bob Mairs
Stephanie & Phil Martineau
Malcolm & Wendy McLean
Roberta & Robert Megard
Joseph S. & Jane Micallef
Deborah Nelson
Robert & Margaret Nelson
Thomas & Judith Olin
John III & Marla Ordway 
Sally & Tom Patterson
Eugene Piccolo
Leila D J Poullada
Nancy Randall Dana
Bruce & Ilene Rice
Robert & Joyce Rosene
Joel Rudney & Patricia Kane
Dick Sarafolean
John Schletty

Jaclyn Schroeder
Terri Silverberg
Jeffrey & Kay Slack
Richard Slade
Vic & Mary Spaulding
Timothy & Beth Sullivan
Ralph & Loanne Thrane
Larry & Suzanne VandenPlas
Michele Vaillancourt & 

Brent Wennberg
Larry Waite
Harry Walsh
Annette M. Whaley
Nancy & Mark Wilson

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP
Building Restoration Corporation
Candyland
Commonwealth Properties
Equity Services of St. Paul, Inc
Frattallone Ace Hardware
Hotel 340
National Checking Company
R.F. Moeller Jewelers
St. Paul Building & 

Construction Trades Council
Saint Paul Stampworks
Sanders, Wacker, Bargly, Inc.
Sexton Printing
Smythe Companies
Stout’s Island Lodge
University Club of St. Paul
Villaume Industries Inc
W.A. Frost
Western Insurance Agency

Biography of Louis W. Hill Senior
BNSF Railway Foundation
Nicholson Family Foundation

Purchase of Seth Eastman books from 
Afton Historical Society Press
Nicholson Family Foundation
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Klas

Rotary Club of St. Paul, Club #10 
1995-2010 (Volume 2)
Rotary Club of St. Paul

2009 Premium Members Contributors
We appreciate the following members who choose to renew their memberships commitment at one of the premium levels, thereby providing
significant additional annual support for the work of the Society. James Betz

Marie Bibus
Jeff & Karen Birkeland
Michael Borkan
Herb & Catherine Buscher
Robert & Gerry L. Bullard
Susan Cammack
De Anne Cherry
Nick & Angelita Cisneros
Paul & Susan Clabo
Craig Smith & 

Merritt Clapp-Smith
C. P. Claude
Virginia Costello
Bill & Maureen Cosgriff 
Joan & Barry Cotter
Anne Cowie
Betty Cowie
John Cowles III
Cathy Decourcy
Donald & Alma Derauf
Karen & Charles Dosh
Susan Dowd
David Downing
Harry Drake 
Trudy Dunham
Bill Dunn
Collin Dunn
Edward Eberhardt
Don & Pat Effenbeuger

Frances Elfstrom
John Fesler
Kevin Filter & Rosemary Kessler
Harold Fotsch & 

Donna Harrington
Gordon & Pearl Fay
Robert M. Frame III
Derek & Elizabeth Fried
Tomas & Ellen Fridinger 
Sam H. Fudenberg
Terrence Garvey
Robert W. Geist
Rhoda Gilman
Paul & Paula Gleeson
Jean Godfrey
Virginia Greenman
Judson Grenier
John & Teresa Guthmann
Jean E. & B.C. Hart
Dorothy M. Heckt
Bob House
Margaret S. Hubbs
Gregg Hildebrandt
John Imholte
David Inman
Horace Irvine II
Barb & Jim Jeffers
Mardell Johnson
Neel & Pegge Johnson
David & Joan Jones

Larry & Renee Jordan
Barbara Joseph
Esther Kaplan
Allan Klein
Paul Koenen
Tom King
Al Lagen
James Landberg
David W. Larson
Thomas J. Lee
George Latimer
Ted Lau
Judith & Todd Marshall
Eileen McCormack
Margaret Meyers
John W. & Maureen Milton
Robert & Marveen Minish
Jim Moss & Anne Kaplan
Debby Newman & Cliff Yentes
Gerald M. Nolte
Thomas & Judith Olin
Manley Olson
David C. Peterson
Gordon Peterson
James & Beverly Peterson
Alexandra Piechowicz
Walter Pistner
Jean B. Porter
L.J. Quale
Paul & Elizabeth Quie

Edna Reasoner
Marge Relf
Jonathan Riehle
Victoria Reinhardt
Joanne Rohricht
Nicole Rosenau
Hamilton & Sarah Ross
Edwin & Jennifer Ryan
Steve Schwahn & Helen Miller
Neil Sandberg
Roxanne Sands
Richard & Jean Sanford
Linda Saavedra
Joseph Senden
Barbara Skoglund
Abby Sugahara
Claude & Mary Ann Swayze
John & Pam Thein
John & Mary Thoemke
Richard Todd
Lisa van der Steur
Jane Victor
Ed & Ginny Vizard
Debra Vos
Frederick & Doroty Waltz
Charles B. Woehrle
Terrance Williams & 

Patricia Hampl

2009 Annual Appeal, General Operating &
Project Support by Individuals

Operating contributions as well as membership support are critical to continue quality programming for the Society. This year we appreciate deeply 
the substantial support from the following individuals: (Please call 651-222-0701 to correct any errors or omissions)

Edmund Rice Society 
(gifts of $20,000 - more)
Dusty & George Mairs
William & Bonita Frels

Jonathan Carver Council 
(gifts between $6,000 - $19,999)
Alexandra O. Bjorklund
Mary Anderson
Jennifer Gross & Jerry Lefevre
Howard & Elizabeth Guthmann
Charlton Dietz 
Ruth & John Huss
Dick & Nancy Nicholson

Jane & Heman Gibbs Associates 
(gifts between $1,000 - $5,999)
Anonymous
Mary Anderson
Tom & Liz Boyd
Norlin & Carole Boyum
Twiss & Patrick Butler
William & Terry Dircks
Eugene & Sara Engelbert
Priscilla Farnham
R.F. Garland
Marshall & Elizabeth Hatfield
Douglas Heidenreich
Joan Higinbotham
John & Marna Holman
Stanley & Karen S. Hubbard
Betty Wold Johnson  
Robert & Sandra Klas
Judy & Steve Lewis
Harry G. McNeely Jr.
Donna Mirick
Laurie Murphy
David & Barbara Nicholson
Kent & Nina Rothchild
Barney & Patricia Saunders
John III & Marla Ordway
James Wall
Richard & Lucy Wilhoit
Laurie Zenner

Lawrence Taliaferro Society
(gifts between $500-$999)
Anonymous
Peter & SallyAnson
Sandra & Peter Butler
Richard DeLeo
Michael Green

Harry & Lorraine Hammerly
Marion J. Handt
Pat Hart
James W. Johnson
Esther & Martin Kellogg
Dick & Peggy Lidstad
Thomas G. Mairs 
Francis Markoe
Susan & Edwin McCarthy
Rev. Mary Bigelow McMillan
Jerry Meigs
Henry*& Donna Morgan
Sally & Tom Patterson
Richard & Barbara Shank
Ralph & Loanne Thrane
Jane Trosdahl
Dr. James Wall
Glenn Wiessner

James Thompson Associates 
(gifts between $150-$499)
Anonymous
Edward & Audrey Anderson
R. H. & D. B. Bancroft
Herman Birnberg
William & Julie Brady
Carolyn J. Brusseau
Matthew J. Bailey & 

Kristin Gendron
Gay & Ron Baukol
James B. Bell
Arthur F. Bergstrom
Dennis Boom
Capt. William Bowell Sr.
John & Andrea Brainard
Steve & Gail Brand
Marney Brooks
Roger F. Burg
John & Eva Cross
Richard & Betty Mae Cutting
Neil Danner
Cheryl Dickson
Robert J.  Dolle Jr.
Patricia Emerson
Joanne Englund
Carie & Charlie Essig
John Fallin
Peter & Lorraine Fischer
Edward & Erin Fox
Bernard & Damaris Friel
James & Joan Gardner
Jim Gerlich

Mark Haidet & 
Kathryn Tokar Haidet

Gregg Hildebrandt
Louis F. & Kathrine Hill
Ruby Hunt
Jan Jackson
Byron & Virgina Johnson
D. Ward & Shotsy Johnson
Marion Johnson
Robert Johnson
Lucy R. Jones
James Kenna
Tom King
Bruce E. & Sandy Kiernat
Robert M. Knox Jr.
David & Betsy Kelly
Jean Kummerow & John Loban
James & Gail LaFave
David & Karen Lanegran
Leonette Lanners
Georgia Ray Lindeke
John M. Lindley
Francis & Sharon Luikart
Nancy-Dell Lund
Helen & Bob Mairs
Catherine A. Maley
John & Bonnie Manthey
Philip J. Markert
Stephanie & Phil Martineau
William & Virginia McDonald
Maureen McGinn & Bryan Kravis
Malcolm & Wendy McLean
Peter Meier
Joseph S. & Jane Micallef
Patricia Mitchell
Deborah Nelson
Margaret Nelson
Ford & Catherine Nicholson
Todd S. Nicholson 
Joan & Dick Niemiec
Joan O'Brien
John G. and Margaret Ordway
Constance Otis
Ronald Pederson
Marvin Pertzik
Karin Peterson
Jay Pfaender
Eugene Piccolo
Julian G. Plante
Laura Platt
Nancy Randall Dana

Ramsey County employees
through the Ramsey County
service fund

Joel Rudney & Patricia Kane
Peter Scott J. & Ronald Zweber
James Reagan
Bruce & Ilene Rice
Dave Riehle
Robert & Joyce Rosene
Anders & Ewa Rydaker
Terry Swanson
Dick Sarafolean
Raymond & Leola Schreurs
Jacklyn Schroeder
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schroeder
Thomas & Ann Schroeder
Terri Silverberg
Stanley & Lucy Shepard
Jeffrey & Kay Slack
Vic & Mary Spaulding
Timothy & Beth Sullivan
Mark Stutrud
Thomas Swain
Jon & Lea Theobald
Steve Trimble
Michele Vaillancourt & 

Brent Wenneberg
Larry & Suzanne VandenPlas
Paul & Carolyn Verret
Thomas & Audrey Votel, 

Votel Family Fund
Harry Walsh
Margaret Walsh
William & Tish Wolston
Jean West
Myrna Weyer
Nancy & Ted Weyerhaeuser
Annette Whaley
June Wheeler & Peter Herzog
Robert Wilke
Kent & Ann Wilson 

Ramsey County Circle 
(gifts up to $149)
Anonymous
Dorothee Aeppli
Roger & Dorothy Anderson
Sandy Anderson
Ann Aurelius
Robert & Adrienne Banks
William & Paula Bathke

3M 
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen

Foundation 
Katherine B. Andersen Fund 

of the Saint Paul Foundation
Bae Systems
Gordon & Margaret 

Bailey Foundation
F.R. Bigelow Foundation
Boss Foundation
Patrick & Aimee Butler 

Family Foundation
Cub Cares Foundation
Edwin W. & Catherine M. 

Davis Foundation
Dellwood Foundation 
The Dietz Family Fund of the

Saint Paul Foundation

The Engelbert Family Fund 
of the Saint Paul Foundation

Hardenbergh Foundation
Harlan Boss Foundation 

for the Arts
Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund 

of the HRK Foundation
The Martin & Esther Kellogg Fund

of the Saint Paul Foundation
Kings Maplewood Women’s Club
Land O’Lakes Foundation
R.C. Lilly Foundation 
Mary Livingston Griggs & Mary

Griggs Burke Foundation
Thomas & Marjorie Mairs Fund 

of the Saint Paul Foundation
Manitou Fund
Marbrook Foundation

McCarthy-Bjorklund Foundation
Andrea & Lawrence McGough

Donor Advised Fund of the
Catholic Community
Foundation

Charitable Lead Trust of 
David O. Nicholson

Nicholson Family Foundation 
Richard & Nancy 
Nicholson Fund

Ford and Catherine 
Nicholson Fund

Charitable Lead Trust of 
Todd S. Nicholson

Casey A. T. O'Neil Foundation
John and Marla Ordway 

Charitable Lead Trust
Marvin J. Pertzik Foundation

Margaret Rivers Fund
Park Midway Bank Park Perks
The Saint Paul Foundation
Scrooby Foundation
Securian Foundation 
Shakopee Mdewakanton 

Sioux Community
Target Foundation
Thomson Reuters 

Community Relations
Travelers Company Foundation 
UBS Foundation
Villaume Industries Inc.
Warren Foundation
Wiessner Insurance
Whitney Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation

2009 Foundations, Corporations, and Organizations
Generous financial support from foundations, corporations, businesses and other organizations support the programs Ramsey County Historical Society
offers each year. This year the following made gifts in support of the Society:

* Deceased* Deceased
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The Northern Pump Company produced this poster of naval guns in 1942 to promote the work that its Naval Ordnance 
Division did to support the war effort. Photo courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society. For more on the CCC and 
working at the Ford plant and Northern Pump, see Norman C. Horton’s article on page 19.
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