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Louis and Maybelle:
Somewhere Out  

in the West
John W. Larson

—page 13

“We Can Do Better with a Chisel or a Hammer”
Appreciating Mary Colter and Her Roots in St. Paul

 Diane Trout-Oertel, page 3

Artist Arthur F. Matthews painted the portrait of Mary Jane Elizabeth Colter seen above in about 1890, when she graduated from 
the California School of Design. Colter subsequently taught art for many years at Mechanic Arts High School in St. Paul and later 
designed eight buildings at the Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona. Shown here is Hermit’s Rest, located at the westernmost 
stop on the south rim, a building that Colter designed in 1914. The Colter portrait is reproduced courtesy of the Arizona Historical 
Society, Flagstaff, Ariz. Photograph of Hermit’s Rest courtesy of Alexander Vertikoff. Hermit’s Rest copyright © Alexander Vertikoff.  
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A Message from the Editorial Board

Sometimes Ramsey County is a jumping-off point. In this issue, Diane Trout-Oer-
tel examines the career of Mary Colter, a St. Paul-born designer and architect who 

learned her craft here, taught at Mechanic Arts High School, and later moved west to 
design buildings and interiors for the Fred Harvey Company at the Grand Canyon. 
The article traces Colter’s ties with the Arts and Crafts movement and the integration 
of Native American traditions in her designs. On another level, John Larson portrays 
an evocative view of his aunt and her husband, who also “take off” for the West as 
proprietors of a nightclub hotel in a Montana boom town, which flourished during the 
construction of the Fort Peck Dam. And the use of the mail to move substantial goods 
became prevalent in the early twentieth century, as shown in Janice Quick’s sketch of 
the process of buying a tombstone from none other than Sears, Roebuck. Finally, we 
share a book review and some new perspectives relating to the life of Louis W. Hill 
Sr., as shown in Biloine Young and Eileen McCormack’s recent book, The Dutiful 
Son. Happy winter reading.

Anne Cowie, Chair, Editorial Board



2010 Donor Recognition

The Ramsey County Historical Society extends warmest and most sincere thanks to all supporters of the Society in 2010.
Your support allows us to fulfill our mission, inspiring current and future generations to learn from and value their history
through a diverse program of presenting, publishing and preserving the history of Ramsey County. 

A special thank you goes to the Board of the Ramsey County Commissioners for their continuing and loyal support.  Their
patronage through the years gives the Society a solid foundation on which to build. Thanks to Tony Bennett; Toni Carter;
Jim McDonough; Rafael Ortega; Jan Parker; Victoria Reinhardt, Chair; and Janice Rettman. Special appreciation goes to
County Manager, Julie Kleinschmidt, and to countless members of her staff for their excellent professional assistance. 

If you would like to become a member of RCHS or make your own contribution to the organization, 

please call 651-222-0701, or visit our web site www.rchs.com.

2010 Annual Appeal & General Operating Support by Individuals
Operating contributions as well as membership support are both critical to continue quality programming for the Society. This year we appreciate deeply 
the substantial support from the following individuals who contributed personally, through a foundation or donor advised fund. 

RCHS thanks the employees of Ramsey County who contribute to the Ramsey County Employee Trust fund, a portion of which RCHS receives annually for
operating support.  
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Susan Smith
Lee & Lois Snook
Richard A. Snyder
James & Ellen E. Snoxell
Sharon Soike
Deanna Somvong
Dale Sorenson, Minnesota Veterinary
Historical Museum

Joe Soucheray
Joe Ed Spargur
Gary & Peggy R. Sparr
Mollie Spillman
Will Stark, Stark 
Preservation Planning

Kristi St Germain
Charles Stander
Peggy Stang
Ed & Ruth Ann Starr
Edward Steenberg, Saint Paul Police
Historical Society

Alfred & Peggy Steldt
Kathleen Stevens
James Stocke
Harlan & Marlene Stoehr

Kathryn Storey
Dan Storey
Robert O. Straughn
Jeanne & Rupert Strobel
Steve & Jennifer Stucker
Robert J. Stumm
Ralph & Grace Sulerud
Diane Sullwold
Rudy Sundberg
Eleanor Swanson
George & Joann Swanson
Margaret Swanson
Claude & Mary Ann Swayze
Donald & Gerry Swenson
John Swenson
Andrea Szondy
Gregory J. Tacik
Larissa Tadavarthy
Margaret Talbot
Morgan & Marilyn Tamsky
Mark & Judith  Tande
Victor Tedesco
Linda & Larry Teppo
Rebecca & David Ternes
John & Pam Thein
Robert & Patricia Thiers
John & Mary Thoemke
Bruce Thompson
Paula Thompson
Rebecca & Michael Thompson
Steven & Geraldine R. Thompson
Ralph & Loanne Thrane Family
Foundation

J. Quinn Tierney
Mildred P. Tierney
DeNean & Thomas Tisell
Pamela Toborg
Don Tomsche
Cindy Rose Torfin
Theresa Travers
David & Karen Trudeau
Walter N. Trenerry
Forrest Troyer
Betsy Turner
Thomas & Cynthia Turry
Dennis Tuverson
Dale Ulrich
R. H. Underdahl
Molly & Eric Valentin
Renee Valois
Bob Vandeberg
Lisa van der Steur
Amy & Paul Vargo
R & R Venterea
Bernice Vetsch
Jane Victor

Alice Vignalo
Donna Viker
Ed & Ginny Vizard
Howard Vogel
Robert Vogel
Stan Vogel
Andrew VonBank
Debra Vos
Thomas & Audrey Votel
Shirley Wadham
Barbara  & Jerome Wagner
Nancy & David Wagner
Nancy J. Walsh
William & Mary Walsh
Frederick & Dorothy Waltz
Venita Warnke
Ann & David Wasson
Leslie Watson
Laura Weber
Alice Webster
William Webster
Margaret Wedell
Michelle Wegler
Stephen & Katherine Wellington, Jr.
Jill & Alexander Wells
Adeline Wendt
Jean West
Anne T. Wethington
June Wheeler
Chris & Jeff White 
Gayle Whitney
Thomas & Barbara Wiberg
Laura Wiering
Michael  Wiehe
Raymond L. Wiesner
Carrie & Edward Wilder
James E. Wilkinson, III
Raymond & Elizabeth Willis
Helen Wilson
Kent & Ann Wilson
Mark & Nancy Wilson
Mary Wingerd
Norbert & Karen Winter
Jerry Woelfel
William & Tish Wolston
Dale & Nora Wright
Biloine Young
Ronald & Abby Young
Sherilyn Young
Mary Yungers
Al Zdrazil
Linda Zick
Marjolyn Zitter
Gary & Susan Zumberge

The following projects were financed in part with funds provided by the State of Minnesota through
the Minnesota Historical Society from the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.

•  Collections Inventory (2 grants)
•  Gibbs Heritage Home School Program Development
•  An Archaeological Survey of Gibbs Museum 

* Deceased
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* Deceased

Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen
Foundation 

Katherine B. Andersen Fund of 
The Saint Paul Foundation

Gordon & Margaret Bailey
Foundation

Boss Foundation
BNSF Foundation

Patrick & Aimee Butler 
Family Foundation

Edwin M. and Catherine W. 
Davis Foundation

Dellwood Foundation
General Mills Foundation
Harlan Boss Foundation for the Arts
Hardenbergh Foundation
Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation

Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund 
of the HRK Foundation

Land O’Lakes Foundation
R.C. Lilly Foundation
Margaret Rivers Fund
Mary Livingston Griggs & 
Mary Griggs Burke Foundation

Mardag Foundation
Minnesota Twins

Securian Foundation
Target Foundation
Thomson West Community
Relations

Travelers, Inc. Foundation
Warren Foundation
The Whitney Foundation
Union Pacific Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation

2010 Foundations, Corporations, and Organizations
Generous financial support from foundations, corporations, businesses and other organizations support the programs Ramsey County Historical Society
offers each year. This year the following made gifts in support of the Society:

Anonymous
James Reagan
Tom & Liz Boyd
William & Julie Brady
Carolyn J. Brusseau
Norlin and Carole Boyum
Anne Cowie
Charlton Dietz, 

Joanne Englund
William Frels
Howard and Betsy Guthmann
Joan Higinbotham
John and Marna Holman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klas 
Laurie Murphy
Richard & Nancy Nicholson

Marla & John Ordway, III
Tom & Sally Patterson
Jay and Barbara Pfaender
Jeff and Kay Slack
Ralph and Loanne Thrane
Richard & Lucy Wilhoit
Paul and Carolyn Verret

The following foundations support
RCHS’s growing Momentum:
Hardenbergh Foundation
F.R. Bigelow Foundation
Scrooby Foundation

Momentum Initiative Commitments
Lorraine and Harry Hammerly Challenge Match

Lorraine and Harry Hammerly grew up on St. Paul’s East Side. They fondly remember and cherish their neighborhood roots. Thanks to their generosity, the
Ramsey County Historical Society is pleased to announce the Lorraine and Harry Hammerly $100,000 Momentum Challenge Match. This grant will be used to
match dollar for dollar, three-year commitments of new individual contributions from $750 and $30,000 to the Momentum Campaign made before May 2011.:

Sustaining ($2,500+)
William & Terry Dircks
William & Bonita B. Frels
Douglas Heidenreich
Stanley & Karen S. Hubbard
Ruth & John Huss

Guarantor ($1,000- $2,499) 
Mary A. Anderson
Alexandra O. Bjorklund
Norlin & Carole Boyum
Twiss & Patrick Butler
Jennifer Gross & Jerry Lefevre
John & Marna Holman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klas
Richard & Nancy Nicholson
Marschall & Debra Smith 
Jon & Lea Theobald

Benefactor ($500-$999) 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Anson
Marney Brooks
Peter K. Butler
Sandra & Peter Butler
Joan Duddingston
R.F. Garland
Marion J. Handt
Marshall & Elizabeth Hatfield
Joan Higinbotham

Bill Hosko
James E. Johnson
Esther & Martin Kellogg
Peg & Dick Lidstad
Francis Markoe
Harry G. McNeely, Jr.
Jerry Meigs
Donna Morgan
Jane Trosdahl
Larry Waite
James Wall
Margaret Walsh
Richard & Lucy Wilhoit

Sponsor ($250-$499)
Jean Kummerow & John Loban
Jane Leonard & Loretto Lippert
Michele Vaillancourt & 
Brent Wennberg

June Wheeler & Peter Herzog
R. H. & D. B. Bancroft
Robert & Adrienne Banks
Arthur F. Bergstrom
Marie Bibus
John Fallin
R. James & Teddy Gesell
Michael Green
Trude Harmon
Robert* & Ramona Hess

Ruby Hunt
D. Ward & Shotsy Johnson
Phyllis Jones
Teresa J. Kimker
James & Gail LaFave
David & Karen Lanegran
David & Perrin Lilly
Georgia Ray Lindeke
John Lindley & 
Meredith Potter Lindley

Dusty Mairs
Thomas G. Mairs
James & Sarah Jane Markoe
Rev. Mary Bigelow McMillan
Joseph S. & Jane Micallef
Donna Mirick
John G. & Margaret Ordway, Jr.
Constance Otis
Sally & Tom Patterson
Ronald Pederson
Dr. Julian G. Plante
James Reagan
Dave Riehle
Ken & Nina Rothchild
Dick Sarafolean
Jaclyn Schroeder
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schroeder
Richard & Barbara Shank
James & Merrie Stolpestad

Mark Stutrud
Glenn Wiessner

Patron ($150-$249)
Gail Amundson & Peter Rothe
Peter Scott & Ron Zweber
Edward & Audrey Anderson
Denis Bakke
James & Gail Betz
Dennis & Elaine Boom
John & Andrea Brainard
Steve & Gail Brand
Carolyn J. Brusseau
A.W. Clapp
Chris P. Claude
Joan & Barry Cotter
Betty Cowie
John & Eva F. R. Cross
Richard DeLeo
Chuck Dietz
Robert J. Dolle, Jr.
Patricia Emerson
Joanne Englund
Carie & Charlie Essig
Peter & Lorraine Fischer
Virginia Hubbard
Jan Jackson
Lucy R. Jones
Larry & Renee Jordan

2010 Premium Members Contributors
We appreciate the following members who choose to renew their membership commitment at one of the premium levels, thereby providing significant
additional annual support for the work of the Society. 
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Research Center and Collections Programs
Many businesses and individuals helped this year with gifts of financial support. The Society thanks the following:

Alexandra O. Bjorklund, McCarthy –
Bjorklund Foundation

Huss Foundation

F.R. Bigelow Foundation
Scrooby Foundation

Charles A. Weyerhaeuser 
Memorial Foundation

Publications Programs
The Dutiful Son: Louis W. Hill, 
Life in the Shadow of the Empire Builder, 
James J. Hill 
Louis F. & Kathrine Hill
Nicholson Family Foundation, 
Richard & Nancy Nicholson Fund

Grotto Foundation
Northwest Area Foundation
BNSF Foundation
Baillon Foundation

Purchase of rights and inventory from 
Afton Historical Society Press
Seth Eastman: A Porfolio of North 

American Indians
Dacotah: or life and legends of the 

Sioux around Fort Snelling
Painting the Dakota: Seth Eastman at 

Fort Snelling
Jeff & Kay Slack
The Sumasil Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation
Nicholson Family Foundation, Richard and
Nancy Nicholson Fund

Rotary Club of St. Paul, Club #10 1995 – 2010
Rotary Club of St. Paul History

In memory of Ray Barton
Priscilla Farnham

In honor of Carolyn J. Brusseau
Mrs. Sue Cammack
Friends of Carolyn J. Brusseau

In memory of Gloria Dahlen
Betsy Turner

In honor of Priscilla Farnham
Lisa van der Steur

In member of Robert Farnham
Malcolm & Patricia McDonald

In memory of 
Anne Sloan Jaglowski
Myrna Weyer

In Memory of Virginia Kunz
Tom & Liz Boyd
Paul & Susan Clabo
Steve Trimble

In honor of John Lindley and
Meredith Potter Lindley
Daniel Lindley

In memory of George A. Mairs
Briggs & Morgan Foundation
Mrs. Alexandra O. Bjorklund
Kent & Dee Ann Crossley
Charlton Dietz
Charles & Cynthia Driscoll
Fletcher Driscoll
Joanne Englund
Eugene & Sara Engelbert
Howard & Besty Guthmann
Julian Plante
Hamilton & Sarah Ross
Roxanne Sands
Jon & Lea Theobald
Richard & Lucy  Wilhoit
Kent & Ann Wilson
Peter Scott & Ron Zweber

In honor of Ms. Gail Shea
Ms. Lynne Duke

In Celebration of Ethel Stewart
Steve Trimble

In memory of  Paul Turner 
The Engelbert Family Fund of 
The Saint Paul Foundation

In memory of Verna Tongen
The Engelbert Family Fund of 
The Saint Paul Foundation

In memory of Richard Wilhoit Sr. 
Priscilla Farnham

Bequest, Appreciation, Special Recognitions
Generous financial support from foundations, corporations, businesses and other organizations support the programs Ramsey County Historical Society
offers each year. This year the following made gifts in support of the Society:

June Joseph
Tom King
John & Judy Kinkead
Robert M. Knox, Jr.
Brian M. Krasnow
Randall & Rachel Kroll
Helen & Bob Mairs
Wendy & Malcolm McLean
Roberta & Robert Megard
Elizabeth Miller
Deborah Nelson
Robert & Margaret Nelson
Thomas Nelson
Thomas & Judith Olin
John & Marla Ordway, III

Leila D. J. Poullada
Nancy Randall Dana
Bruce & Ilene Rice
Robert & Joyce Rosene
John Schletty
Raymond & Leola Schreurs
Thomas & Ann Schroeder
Stanley & Lucy Shepard
Terri Silverberg
Jeffrey & Kay Slack
Vic & Mary Spaulding
Timothy & Beth Sullivan
Thomas Swain
Deborah Swanson
Ralph & Loanne Thrane

Larry & Suzanne VandenPlas
Harry Walsh
Charles S. Ward
John P. & Annette M. Whaley
Leonard & Adelia Wilson
Robert Wilke
Elaine Yost

Corporate Partners
Building Restoration Corps
Candyland
David Heide Design
Equity Services of St. Paul, Inc
Frattallone Ace Hardware
Hess, Roise & Company

R.F. Moeller Jewelers
Restoration Window Systems
Saint Paul Stamp Works Inc
Sanders Wacker Bergly Inc
Sexton Printing Co
Smyth Companies
St. Paul Building & 
Construction Trades Council

Summit Brewing Co
TKDA
Villaume Industries Inc
W. A. Frost
Western Insurance Agency
Wiessner Inc. Insurance

* Deceased
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Candy Land, Doug & 
Brenda Lamb

Cathedral of St. Paul
Carie Essig
Brett Evans
Priscilla Farnham
Lori Gleason Design, Lori Gleason
Hardenbergh Foundation, 
Jeffrey Peterson

Johanna M. Hill
Johnson Brothers Liquor, 
Lynn Johnson

Ted Lau
John Lindley
Rick Menk
Tim McGowan
Richard & Nancy Nicholson

Janice Quick
Terry Robertson
Elizabeth Rosenberg
Schroeder Milk Company
Eleanor Schultz and Irene Jensen
Mary Sirian
Mollie Spillman
Summit Brewing Co., 
Mark Stutrud

Betty Swanson
Terry Swanson
U.S. Federal Courts Library
Victory Parking
Frank White
Walton’s Hollow, Bill &
Jean Walton

2010 Gifts In-Kind
Many businesses and individuals helped this year with gifts of objects, expertise, or free or reduced cost services. The Society thanks the following 
for gifts in-kind:.

While we do our best to include everyone, sometimes we make mistakes. Please call 651-222-0701 to correct any errors or omissions. * Deceased

Edward & Audrey Anderson
Mary Anderson
Denis Bakke
James & Gail Betz
Elizabeth Biorn
W. Andrew & Linda Boss
Tom & Liz Boyd
Norlin & Carol Boyum
Alexandra O. Bjorklund
Carolyn Brusseau
Robert & Gerry L. Bullard
Sandra & Peter Butler
Twiss & Patrick Butler
Neil Danner
Catherine Decourcy
Charlton Dietz
William & Terry Dircks

Chris & Jean Donaldson
John & Elizabeth Driscoll
Joanne Englund
Harold Fotsch & Donna Harrington
Priscilla Farnham
William & Bonita B. Frels
R.F. Garland
Lawrence Greenberg & 
Carol Kindschi

Howard & Betsy Guthmann
Margaret Hamburger & 
John Kupris

Jean Kummerow & John Loban
Harry & Lorraine Hammerly
Marion Handt
Trude Harmon
Douglas & Mari Hill Harpur

Douglas Heidenreich
John & Marna Holman
Stanley & Karen Hubbard
John & Ruth Huss
Horace Irvine II
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klas 
Daniel & Constance B. Kunin
Karl & Janet Kuhrmeyer
David W. Larson
Dusty & George A.* Mairs
Catherine A. Maley
Marcia Marshall
Rev. Mary Bigelow McMillan
Harry McNeely Jr.
Robert & Roberta Megard
Donna Mirick
Drs. Henry* & Donna Morgan

Hubert Nelson
Dick & Nancy Nicholson
John & Marla Ordway, III
John G. and Margaret Ordway Jr.
Doug Osland
Walter Pistner
Julian Plante
John W. Seeger Jr.
Marcia Shaw
James & Sandra Stadtherr
Donald Swenson
Ralph & Loanne Thrane
Jane Trosdahl
Paul & Carolyn Verret
Nancy & Ted Weyerhaeuser
Richard & Lucy Wilhoit

Members of the Ethel Stewart Heritage Society
The Ethel Stewart Heritage Society recognizes donors who have provided for the Society in their wills or with cumulative contributions of 
$10,000 or more to the Society.

The Ramsey County Historical Society was pleased to support the Grace Flandrau publication project by acting as fiscal agent.  
The following donors supported this project.
Richard and Nancy Nicholson Fund of the Nicholson Family Foundation

The Ramsey County Historical Society was pleased to support the University Avenue Documentary project by acting as fiscal agent.  
The following donors supported this project.
Huss Foundation 
Meyers Foundation, Inc.

The following individuals gave the gift of their time and expertise
to the publication of Ramsey County History. The following list
does not include the names of Editorial Board members unless a
Board member also wrote something (an article or a book
review) that was published in the magazine.

Maya J. Beecham
Roger Bergerson
Kristen Mapel Bloomberg
Thomas H. Boyd
Donald L. Empson
Leo J. Harris
Moira F. Harris
Norman C. Horton Sr.
Eileen R. McCormack
Leah S. McLaughlin

Paul D. Nelson
Mary Reichardt
Steven C. Trimble
Gwen N. Westerman
Frank M. White
Biloine W. Young
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Mary Colter designed Hopi House at the Grand Canyon National Park in 1905. It is one of the eight buildings at the Grand 
Canyon that Colter designed over a period of about thirty years. For more on Mary Colter and her connection to St. Paul,  
see page 3. Photograph of Hopi House courtesy of  Alexander Vertikoff. Hopi House © Alexander Vertikoff. 
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