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A roadside directional sign points the way to Stolpestad, a farming 
community located near Ringsaker in north central Norway. There 
the homestead of Stolpestad East Farm, center, marks the place 

from which Andrew Hansen Stolpestad emigrated to St. Paul in 
1884. In the photo on the right, a fourth-generation descendant 

of Andrew, James A. Stolpestad, right, did family research on his 
Norwegian roots with his cousin, Signe Lund, in 1999. All three 

photos courtesy of James A. Stolpestad.
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A Message from the Editorial Board

Historian Doris Kearns Goodwin has observed that a person remains alive 
as long as others continue to remember him or her with stories. In this 

issue we have some of those stories. Jim Stolpestad recounts the family history 
of Andrew Stolpestad, a Norwegian immigrant who built a successful real es-
tate career in St. Paul during its boom years of the 1880s, and his son, Annar, 
who worked as a real estate officer with the Hill family at  Northwestern Trust, 
forerunner of First Trust. Roger Bergerson presents the tale of Nettie Snyder, 
an energetic and colorful personality who brought opera to St. Paul in the 
early 1900s. And Brian McMahon reminds us that artifacts have stories, too. 
Who knew that the William Crooks, the first locomotive used in Minnesota, 
almost left the state to join Henry Ford’s collection in Michigan? We’re lucky 
these stories have been preserved; we hope they will strike a chord as you 
revisit some of your own memories. 

Anne Cowie, Chair, Editorial Board
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The engine for this remarkable 
growth, of course, was twofold: the rail-
road and immigration. The construction 
of the lines across the northern tier of 
states brought a rush to settle the vast area 
then called the Northwest. The Northern 
Pacific Railroad was completed from 
St. Paul to Seattle and Portland in 1883 
and the Great Northern Railroad near the 
Canadian border was completed ten years 
later in 1893.8 As the most northerly 
point of navigation on the Mississippi 
River and a railhead, St. Paul was the 
“jumping off point” for men and material 
during construction and for the waves of 
immigrant settlers thereafter.9 Many of 
these travelers passed through the city 
on their way west, but many more stayed 
to become part of the growing commu-
nity. This was the historical context when 
Andrew Stolpestad and his wife and two 
young children stepped off the train in St. 
Paul in 1884.

Passage from Norway
Their itinerary from Norway was perhaps 
more circuitous than that of many others 
who left the old country. After growing 
up on a farm in Ringsaker Parish, located 
in central Norway,10 Andrew and his sis-
ter left for America on April 29, 1870, 
aboard the S.S. Oder.11 As the third son 
in the family, Andrew, then 21, must have 
known that his oldest brother would in-
herit the family farm and that his own 
prospects were limited if he were to re-
main in Norway, perhaps the poorest 
country in Europe in that period. So he 
left his country of birth, along with thou-
sands of others in similar circumstances.12

By 1875, however, Andrew and his 
sister were back in Norway and were 
listed in the country’s national cen-
sus of that year as part of the Stolpestad 
family in Ringsaker.13 From time to time, 
Norwegian emigrants of that period 

From Boom Times to the Great Depression
Two Stolpestad Men in St. Paul Real Estate, 1886–1936

James A. Stolpestad

downtown St. Paul were said to have in-
creased at the rate of 100 percent per year 
during this period. Real estate speculation 
was rampant and by 1889 St. Paul was 
said to have produced 40 millionaires.5

The following statistics of real estate 
transfers in St. Paul tell the story:6

Year Number of Transfers Total Dollars

1885  6,928 $14,777,222
1886 11,443 $28,989,580
1887 16,070 $58,174,768 
1888  7,501 $22,520,184
1889  7,104 $22,755,608
1890  5,608 $20,502,828

Comparing construction totals for St. 
Paul with other cities for 1887, the peak 
year of the real estate boom, is especially 
revealing:7

City Total Dollars

New York $67,069,570
Chicago  $19,778,100
St. Paul  $12,939,214
Boston $10,262,006
Minneapolis  $9,731,068

Booming Population
St. Paul experienced several growth 
spurts during its early years but nothing 
compared to the 1880s. The city’s popu-
lation had doubled from 1870 to 1880 
(increasing from 23,085 to 45,890)2 and 
almost tripled from 1880 to 1890 (in-
creasing to 133,156).3 The gain in the 
city’s Scandinavian population was even 
more dramatic, going from about 3,500 
in 1880 to nearly 47,000 in 1905, an in-
crease of 1,243 percent!4

The boom in new construction that ac-
companied this growth was so dramatic it 
would not be repeated for a century. The 
downtown went from little more than a 
village of mostly one and two story wood-
frame structures in 1880 to an authentic 
city with elegant stone buildings rivaling 
Boston and New York ten years later. In 
1883, St. Paul and Minneapolis reported 
a combined total of $17.8 million in new 
construction ($410 million in current 
dollars), a figure exceeded only by New 
York City among American cities. Capital 
from Boston, New York, and especially 
London, attracted by rapidly rising land 
values in the two downtowns, fueled 
the boom. Land values in some parts of 

This is a story about a Norwegian immigrant to St. Paul in 1884 who 
went on to make a modest mark for himself in local real estate and 
unwittingly begin a family real estate tradition that continues to the 

present day. In his time, he did not build any lasting edifice or change the 
skyline, although later family generations would do both. He was not part of 
the Old Stock establishment that ruled early St. Paul or the German cohort that 
challenged the existing business order. Instead, he probably was a stereotypi-
cal Norwegian: unassuming, hardworking, and from a farm family; yet edu-
cated and adventurous enough to have crossed the north Atlantic three times in 
steam-powered sailing ships in the 1870s and ’80s. This account is about that 
immigrant, Andrew Hansen Stolpestad, and his second son, Annar Theodore 
Stolpestad, who were real estate men in St. Paul for a combined fifty years, 
from 1886 to 1936.1
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returned to Norway, either temporarily or 
permanently.14 Andrew’s reason for his 
journey to the old country was to marry 
Toline Frang who had grown up on a 
neighboring farm. The wedding took place 
in 1876 and the couple soon moved to 
Gjovik near Christiana (Olso) where two 
children were born, son Harold Lauritz in 
1879 and daughter Ella Kirsten in 1881.15 

In late October of that year, Andrew 
decided to go back to America. He and 
his family boarded the 1,000-passenger, 
300-foot iron vessel, S.S. Thingvalla, at 
Christiana (Olso) and took the hazard-
ous two-month passage across the north 
Atlantic to New York City.16 Upon ar-
rival, the family stayed for two years in 
Collinsville, Connecticut, near present-
day Hartford.17 Then in 1884, as part of 
what has been described as the second 
great wave of Scandinavian migration to 
the U.S., they headed for the Northwest, 
which meant going at least as far as St. 
Paul, which had become the main portal 
to this vast territory.18

The Scandinavian  
East Side
Thirty-six-year-old Andrew and his 
family arrived in St. Paul in 1884 by 
themselves, with no relatives or friends 
to greet them. They likely had few pos-
sessions and their English was probably 
only rudimentary and with a heavy ac-
cent. As so many new immigrants did, 
they sought out a part of town where their 
native language was spoken and a church 
was present to provide the center of life 
that Lutheran Norwegians were used to 
in the old country. This was the emerging 
“Scandinavian East Side” which has been 
so well described elsewhere.19

The family took rooms at 889 
Arcade Street across the street from the 
Bohn Manufacturing plant (later the 
Seeger Refrigerator Company and then 
Whirlpool) at the southeast corner of 
Arcade and Wells on the East Side.20 This 
was the northern edge of Dayton’s Bluff, 
a sprawling neighborhood that extended 
all the way south to the steep cliffs dotted 
with ancient Indian burial mounds over-
looking the Mississippi River.21 A few 

weeks after arrival, Annar Theodore was 
born. He was followed by Axel Thomas 
in 1888 and Minnie Borghild in 1889.22 
Husband and wife and the five children 
eventually moved to a larger house a few 
blocks away at 850 Sims Avenue.23 The 
growing family quickly found a haven 
at First Lutheran Church, the oldest 
(and still functioning) congregation of 
Scandinavian Lutherans in Minnesota, 
near Maria and East Seventh Street.24 The 
young children would attend Van Buren 
Elementary School and, later, Cleveland 
High School (renamed Johnson in 1911) 
as they settled into life on Dayton’s Bluff 
in rapidly growing St. Paul.25 

Getting Started  
in Real Estate
The 1885 St. Paul City Directory listed 
Andrew as “laborer”26 though the 
mani fest from his Atlantic ship of pas-
sage, the S.S. Thingvalla, listed him as 
“clerk”.27 Clerk was more accurate. The 
1886 City Directory listing was “Andrew 
Stolpestad— Real Estate,”28 which seems 
rather audacious for an immigrant who 
had been in town for two years. His 
education and background as a clerk 
no doubt helped, but his advancement 
in status shows the ease of entry into 
the real estate business in the booming 
1880s. It also suggests something about 
his ambition and drive.

What was perhaps most surprising is 
that Andrew decided to open his real es-
tate business in the downtown and not on 
Payne Avenue, which was fast becoming 
the commercial center of the Scandinavian 
East Side. This set Andrew apart from 
his fellow Norwegian newcomers who 
tended to associate exclusively with their 
own kind” on the East Side.29 Apparently 
Andrew had decided to try to assimilate 
with the Old Stock and German establish-
ment which dominated the St. Paul busi-
ness scene in the 1880s, which included 
men like banker Horace Thompson and 
wholesaler Maurice Auerbach.30 His 
English must have been fluent enough 
for him to interact with these more settled 
city businessmen. There were probably 
few if any other Norwegian immigrant 
businessmen on the streets of downtown 
St. Paul in those early days.

Andrew rented an office in the respect-

When this portrait of the Andrew Stolpestad family was taken about 1900, it included, left to 
right, Axel Thomas (1886–1968); Harold Lauritz (1879–1933); Andrew Hansen (1848–1912); 
Minnie Borghild (1889–1946); Ella Kirsten (1881–1969); Annar Theodore (1884–1937); and 
Toline Frang (1846–1928). Only three of Andrew and Toline’s five children, Annar, Axel, and 
Minnie, were born in the United States. Photo courtesy of James A. Stolpestad. 
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able National German-American Bank 
Building at 103 East Fourth Street (where 
the 16-story First National Bank east 
building is located today)31 and began his 
real estate career. He must have struggled 
starting out, but eventually his business 
grew as he brokered the purchase and 
sale of land and houses, arranged fire 
insurance coverage, and managed rental 
property.32 Over time, he began making 
loans secured by mortgages, which in 
those days were considered “prime in-
vestments”.33 A review of the Ramsey 

County real estate records from the 1880s 
and ’90s shows entry after entry attest-
ing to Andrew’s expanding brokerage 
and mortgage business.34 Andrew hardly 
had this business to himself, of course, 
as there were dozens of other men ac-
tive in real estate as well. But he may 
have had a competitive advantage on the 
Scandinavian East Side.

In 1895, Andrew moved to the new 
Pioneer Press Building (now called the 
Pioneer Building), completed in 1889 and 
then the tallest structure west of Chicago 

(at twelve stories before four more floors 
were added a few years later in the early 
1900s). It could be considered the IDS 
Center of its day.35 His office was in Suite 
406. It was a bold step, coming just after 
the Panic of 1893, which sent the coun-
try into a severe recession and essentially 
ended the real estate boom, both locally 
and nationally.36 

Two Real Estate Mentors
About this time, Andrew met two men 
who figured prominently in his future ca-
reer: A.H. Paget and W.W. Price.

Almeric High Paget was one of four-
teen children born in 1861 to British gen-
eral Lord Alfred Henry Paget. His grand-
father was the first Marquess of Anglesey 
who had commanded the British cav-
alry at the Battle of Waterloo. In 1879, 
at age eighteen, Paget made his way to 
a small English colony in northwestern 
Iowa near Le Mars, supposedly with only 
£5 in his pocket. The colony had been 
founded in 1876 by William Close and 
his three brothers, all socially and finan-
cially well-connected Englishmen. The 
Close brothers’ venture was called the 
Iowa Land Company and was organized 
in London in 1881. Their plan was to en-
courage upper-class families in England 
to send their sons to their colony in the 
Northwest to buy farms and ranches and 
set up banks and other businesses. They 
bought up land-grant property from the 
railroads, including the St. Paul-based 
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha 
which reached Le Mars (then called 
St. Paul Junction) in 1879. At its peak, 
the Iowa Land Company owned more 
than 100,000 acres in northwestern Iowa 
and southwestern Minnesota. By the late 
1880s, Le Mars had more than 4,000 
residents. Paget spent his time as a cow-
puncher and ranch hand. He reportedly 
befriended a young man named Theodore 
Roosevelt when the latter passed through 
the area during his “Dakota” adven-
tures.37 In 1884, the Iowa Land Company 
closed its office in Le Mars and moved 
to St. Paul. Twenty-seven year-old Paget 
traveled close behind.38 His arrival in 
about 1887 coincided with the peak of 
the local real estate boom and rapidly ris-
ing real estate values.39 It was excellent 
timing.

In 1895 the London & Northwest American Mortgage Company moved into a corner suite 
(406) in the newly completed Pioneer Press Building in downtown St. Paul. Andrew Stolpestad 
was the firm’s American agent. Floor plan courtesy of James A. Stolpestad.
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Paget opened an office for the London 
& American North-West Mort gage 
Company, Limited (“London Mort-
gage”).40 London Mortgage was orga-
nized in 1886 by Scottish investors and 
was one of numerous Scottish and British 
investment firms set up in the 1880s 
and ’90s to invest in real estate in the 
Northwest.41 No doubt because of his up-
per-class family connections, Paget was 
appointed manager of the St. Paul office, 
which was London Mortgage’s only out-
let in the Northwest.42 Paget established 
his first office in the Globe Building, 
then relocated to the National German-  
American Bank building in 1893 (where 
Andrew had an office), and finally moved 
to Suite 406 in the new Pioneer Press 
Building in 1895. Paget was not mar-
ried at the time and lived at a variety of 
what might be considered fashionable 
addresses, including the Aberdeen Hotel 
and the Minnesota Club.43

As noted above, Andrew also moved 
into Suite 406 of the Pioneer Press 
Building in 1895 and became an agent 
of London Mortgage and an associate of 
Paget. The company engaged in mort-
gage lending and other real estate activi-
ties in the St. Paul area for the next two 
decades.44 The Ramsey County real es-
tate records contain scores of references 
to the firm’s lending activity.45 While the 
pairing of the thirty-something bachelor 
from England and the older family man 
from Norway seems incongruous, it no 
doubt kept Andrew busy, and probably 
improved his English.

After reportedly making a fortune 
from his investment performance, Paget 
left St. Paul for New York sometime 
after 1898 and eventually returned to 
England. He went on to a varied career as 
businessman, yachtsman, entrepreneur, 
journalist, and Member of Parliament. In 
1918, the crown made him Baron Lord 
Queenborough. Paget died in 1949 at the 
age of 88 and today his portrait hangs in 
the British National Portrait Gallery in 
London.46 

Westcott W. Price was the other influ-
ential person in Andrew’s career. Price 
had been cashier of London Mortgage 
and moved up to manager after Paget 
left St. Paul. Price was born in St. Paul 
in 1864 and was active in banking and 

publishing before he went into real es-
tate.47 In 1904, in addition to his duties 
with London Mortgage, Price organized 
a completely separate company called 
Cathcart, Price & Co. It offered a full 
range of real estate services, including 
brokerage, mortgage loans, insurance, 
and property management. Andrew was 
a partner in the firm with Price, along 
with Alexander Cathcart and A. Cathcart 
Maxfield who had been involved in 
various St. Paul businesses for years.48 

Andrew Stolpestad and Wescott Price 
maintained their business relationship for 
the rest of Andrew’s life. 

Scope of Andrew’s  
Real Estate Activities
Andrew’s name shows up in the Ramsey 
County real estate records repeatedly 
throughout the 1890s and the early 
1900s, either for his own account, or as 
agent for London Mortgage, or for the 
firm of Cathcart, Price & Co.49 These 
entries illustrate the broad range of his 
real estate activities. To cite one exam-
ple, in 1905 London Mortgage financed 

a small land subdivision on what was 
then rural Fort Road (and is now West 
Seventh Street near Interstate 35E). The 
subdivision plat filed with the Ramsey 
County records was called Stolpestad 
Addition and was signed by Price and 
notarized by Andrew.50 Another ex-
ample was a small property manage-
ment assignment that Andrew took on 
for James J. Hill’s daughter, Clara, in 
1900.51 

For several years starting in the mid-
1890s, Andrew was active in his profes-
sion’s trade association, The St. Paul 
Real Estate Exchange, which brought 
together the most prominent real estate 
men in the city. Andrew was the only 
person with a recognizably Scandinavian 
last name among its twenty-nine active 
members.52 The Real Estate Exchange 
must have been a useful network for 
making friends and developing business 
contacts, especially among those in busi-
ness who were not Scandinavians. It was 
reported in a later newspaper article that 
Andrew was well-regarded by his peers 
and considered to be fair and honest.53

The city of St. Paul completed the plat for the Stolpestad Addition on West Seventh Street in 
1905. The London & Northwest American Mortgage Company handled the development of 
this property. Plat map courtesy of James A. Stolpestad. 
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Andrew’s Later Years
In 1906, Andrew ran for District Court 
Clerk as a first-time candidate for public 
office. His only previous civic involve-
ment of record was his election in 1901 
to be president of the Normanna Library 
Society. In an article on the candidates 
that appeared in the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press, Andrew was described as “a heavy 
taxpayer” who “enjoys the confidence 
and respect of the business men and the 
general public.”54 Even though he had a 
solid eighteen-year-record in business, he 
lost the election.55 It is not known why 
Andrew decided to run or how he felt 
about losing.

Andrew quickly returned to his famil-
iar real estate business after his flirtation 
with public office. He remained as active 

as ever for the next few years until 1912, 
when his health began to fail. In April, he 
died in his home at 406 Maple Street due 
to complications from tuberculosis, in 
spite of the efforts of eldest son Harold, 
who by then was a practicing physician. 
He was 64.56 His long-time friend and 
business partner, Westcott W. Price, was 
one of the administrators of the estate.57 
Andrew was survived by his wife and all 
of his children, who were now adults. The 
principal assets of his estate were 120 
acres of timber land north of Brainerd, 
Minnesota, and sizable stock holdings 
in three gold mining companies near 
Goldfield, Colorado, where major discov-
eries had taken place in 1904. Oddly, for 
a real estate man, Andrew did not own his 
own home at the time of his death.

Second Stolpestad Son  
Goes into Real Estate
Andrew Stolpestad’s second son, Annar 
Theodore, also went into real estate as 
a career, but would be associated with 
more prominent early St. Paul business-
men than his  father. Annar began his in-
volvement with real estate informally and 
while living at home in his late teens and 
early twenties. He picked up some basic 
real estate knowledge by being attentive 
and living in the same household with 
his busy father. In time he took on minor 
tasks like filing papers with the county 
recorder and handling property manage-
ment problems.58 When Andrew ran for 
District Court Clerk in 1906, twenty-two-
year-old Annar must have helped with 
the political campaign and likely met 
many politicians and influential business-
men who supported his father. Six years 
later, when Andrew passed away, Annar 
had enough business experience to as-
sist with the administration of his father’s 
estate.59 He was educated in the St. Paul 
public schools and took business courses 
at the University of Minnesota.60

During his mid-twenties, Annar held 
two administrative positions that helped 
prepare him for the next stage of his ca-
reer. The first was clerk for the Chicago, 
St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha, and 
the second was secretary to the St. Paul 
Postmaster.61 When the latter job was 
eliminated in about 1914, Annar was 
fortunate to find a new position fairly 
quickly in a fast-changing local and na-
tional environment.62

A Different Business Scene
St. Paul in 1916 was not the exuberant 
scene it had been thirty years earlier. The 
real estate boom that had so dramatically 
reshaped the pioneer city was long since 
over. With the completion of the Great 
Northern Railroad to the Pacific, St. 
Paul no longer saw the massive flows of 
men and materials moving westward for 
railroad construction or the flood of im-
migrants that followed. Innovations like 
the Sears and Wards catalogues began to 
cut into the city’s economic base of job-
bing, wholesaling, and warehousing. The 
opening of the Panama Canal in 1914 
began to make shipping through the canal 
cheaper than transporting goods across 

In September 1900 Clara A. Hill, James J. Hill’s second oldest daughter, wrote to Hill’s private 
secretary, John Toomey, requesting that he send a check in the amount of $28.00 to Andrew 
Stolpestad to pay for seven months’ rent for a Mrs. Carlson, whom she identified only as “a 
poor woman.” Voucher invoice 9972, 1900, voucher records, James J. Hill Papers, Minnesota 
Historical Society, St. Paul, Minn.
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country by railroad. Perhaps most dis-
heartening, Minneapolis by this time had 
clearly overtaken St. Paul in both popula-
tion and business vitality.63 

Of perhaps greater impact was the 
Great War raging in Europe, which had 
a profoundly adverse effect on St. Paul’s 
large and influential German popula-
tion. Many Scandinavians were lumped 
together with Germans in public per-
ception. German, Norwegian, and other 
Scandinavian city residents and busi-
nesses alike were targeted for being 
“disloyal” and were often the subjects 
of ugly demonstrations. The result was 
lasting damage to St. Paul’s business 
life. According to urban historian Mary 
Lethert Wingerd, the repercussions from 
World War I rocked the city to its core 
and fundamentally altered its future tra-
jectory.64 It would take a long time for St. 
Paul to fully recognize and adapt to these 
changing economic realities.

A Career at  
Northwestern Trust
When Annar started his new job with 
Northwestern Trust Company in 1916, 
he had a more immediate personal ad-
justment to make. The trust company was 
one of the city’s most important bank-
ing institutions. Founded in 1903 at the 
Endicott Building,65 it had been acquired 
in 1912 by James J. Hill who had stepped 
down from active management of his 
railroads and had decided, in his early 
70s, to get into banking. Northwestern 
Trust handled investments for wealthy 
individuals and families through its bond 
department, trust department, real es-
tate department, and farm mortgage de-
partment.66 Annar joined the real estate 
department.67

Louis W. Hill and John Toomey were 
the top executives of the company. Louis 
was James J. Hill’s second son and 
Toomey was the senior Hill’s long-time 
private secretary.68 When the huge new 
“Railroad and Bank Building” opened 
in 1915 (which still stands at 180 East 
Fifth Street), Northwestern Trust moved 
in, along with the two Hill railroads and 
the First National Bank of St. Paul, which 
the elder Hill had also acquired in 1912.69 
Annar therefore went to work at the new 
Railroad and Bank Building. It must have 

been intimidating for thirty-two-year-old 
Annar to report to such nationally recog-
nized business figures as Louis Hill and 
John Toomey, who were known to be de-
manding executives.

Over the next few years, Annar 
moved up the organizational ladder at 
Northwestern Trust and by the early 
1920s he was one of nine corporate of-
ficers. He headed up the real estate de-
partment and was listed on the compa-
ny’s letterhead as “A.T. Stolpestad, Real 
Estate Officer and Assistant Secretary.”70 
He must have been competent and hard-
working, because it is doubtful that Louis 
Hill and John Toomey would have toler-
ated anything less.

Losing the Empire Builder
James J. Hill died unexpectedly in May 
of 1916 at the age of 77. The New York 
Times described him in an obituary as 
the “builder of the Northwest Empire” 
and its “leading citizen.”71 Not two years 
later, Hill’s close friend and occasional 
business associate, Archbishop John 
Ireland, also died. Ireland arguably had 
as great an impact on the city as Hill 
by building the Archdiocese of St. Paul 
into one of the largest and most pow-
erful Catholic dioceses in the country. 
The loss of these two pivotal leaders, 
at virtually the same time, was a severe 
blow for St. Paul, given the challenges 
to its economy and the ongoing war in 
Europe.72

In 1912 Andrew Stolpestad died at his home at 406 Maple Street in the Dayton’s Bluff 
neighbor hood. Although the house has been modernized, this recent photo shows that the 
exterior of the residence has not changed much since then. Photo courtesy of James A. 
Stolpestad. 
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Because the senior Hill had never ex-
ecuted his will, soon after his death all 
of his assets and liabilities were trans-
ferred to a newly organized business 
entity, United Securities Corporation. 
The new company was owned by his 
widow, Mary Hill, and the nine sur-
viving children and was managed by 
Louis Hill and John Toomey.73 Then in 
1921, Mary Hill died at age 75, again 
without an executed will.74 Once the 
Probate Court appointed Northwestern 
Trust to administer her estate,75 Annar 
was asked to assist John Toomey with 
the secretary and treasurer functions of 
United Securities.76 Annar was there-
fore drawn into the personal financial 
affairs of the entire Hill family and soon 
was in the midst of the largest and most 
contentious probate dispute of the early 
20th century.77 He worked directly with 
the United Securities board, which in-
cluded Louis Hill’s son, brother, and 
three brothers-in-law, a diverse and 
rarely harmonious group.78 Annar spent 
almost the next two decades on this as-
signment and witnessed first-hand the 
dispute within the family over who 
should administer Mary Hill’s estate 
and how it should be divided up among 
the nine surviving adult children. This 
protracted struggle has recently been 
well-described in a book by Biloine W. 
Young with Eileen R. McCormack.79 
Since Mary Hill’s estate included sub-
stantial real estate holdings, includ-
ing the family mansion at 240 Summit 
Avenue and the North Oaks farm,80 
Annar’s services as Real Estate Officer 
were in demand.

Annar had frequent personal contact 
with Louis Hill throughout these years. 
In 1922, for example, he witnessed a 
warranty deed for the sale of some prop-
erty owned by United Securities.81 In 
1925 he performed a property inventory 
at the 240 Summit Avenue residence 
at the request of Louis Hill.82 In 1929 
he was on an appraisal committee to 
value property for loans to be made by 
Northwestern Trust.83 In 1932 he wrote 
a letter on United Securities letterhead 
about Louis Hill’s brother Walter’s re-
fusal to consent to a transfer of assets in 
the Hill art collection.84 The same year, 
on behalf of United Securities, he wrote 

the Hill shareholders about the outcome 
of an election of directors and officers for 
the company.85 The correspondence from 
Annar’s desk to Louis Hill and other Hill 
family members during this period must 
have been voluminous. He was also a vis-
itor to Louis Hill’s office and North Oaks 
summer residence as part of his profes-
sional duties.86 

In 1929, the First National Bank 
merged with Merchants National Bank. 
As part of the transaction, the trust op-
eration of Merchants was combined with 
Northwestern Trust under a new name, 
First Trust Company of St. Paul.87 Thus, 
the “Hill bank” and the “Weyerhaeuser 
bank,” as they were popularly known be-
cause of their largest shareholders, were 
brought together as one of the largest 
banking institutions in the Northwest.88 
Annar retained his position as Real Estate 
Officer with the new First Trust Company 
and moved into the bank’s new 32-story 
skyscraper in 1931 (which remained St. 
Paul’s tallest office building for 55 years 

until 1986).89 He continued his duties at 
First Trust and with United Securities for 
many years until illness forced his retire-
ment in late 1936. Annar was among the 
fortunate to have steady employment 
during those bleak years of the Great 
Depression. 

Annar’s Personal Life
Annar’s orientation to his position at 
Northwestern Trust, soon after his ar-
rival in 1916, had no doubt been eased 
by Agnes Moritz, an auditor with the 
company’s trust department. She was 
the daughter of John H. Moritz whose 
brother, William F. Moritz of Moritz & 
Powers Real Estate, had been a long-time 
member of The Real Estate Exchange 
of St. Paul with Annar’s father.90 She 
must have introduced Annar around to 
his new colleagues, including her sister, 
Flora. There is no record of their first 
meetings, but Flora must have been fa-
vorably impressed by the nice-looking 
and apparently hardworking young man 

As the assistant secretary and an officer of the Northwestern Trust 
Company, Annar T. Stolpestad often corresponded with members 
of the Hill family and other local business leaders. A.T. Stolpestad 
to L.W. Hill, January 19, 1923, Louis W. Hill Papers, Minnesota 
Historical Society, St. Paul, Minn.
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who would soon move up the corporate 
ladder. The couple went on to marry in 
September of 1918.

At that time, Annar was living at 445 
North Wheeler Avenue near Merriam 
Park at the west edge of the city. After 
his father died in 1912, Annar’s brother, 
Harold, by then a doctor with a wife and 
two young sons, had decided to stay in 
Dayton’s Bluff to be close to his grow-
ing medical practice.91 But Annar, along 
with his mother and siblings, had moved 
to a new house “in the country” built 
by fellow Norwegian, John Hansen.92 
The residence was actually located in 
Howard Park, one of several “Park” sub-
divisions just north of Merriam Park. 
Flora moved in once she and Annar were 
married.

Merriam Park had been platted in 
1879 by John L. Merriam, his son, 
William R. Merriam, and Charles H. 
Prior, all prominent St. Paul business-
men. The elder Merriam was a founder 
of the First National Bank of St. Paul, 
the son later became governor of 
Minnesota, and Prior was a civil engi-
neer with the Chicago, Milwaukee, and 
St. Paul Railroad. Prior had laid out what 
would become the railroad’s “Shortline” 
route running between St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, which served as the north-
erly border of Merriam Park. In those 
days before streetcars, there was daily 
commuter train service to the two cities 
from a small depot at what the develop-
ers named Prior Avenue. The fare was 
7½¢ one way.93 The area was essentially 

a rural village located midway between 
the two cities which had not yet reached 
their present boundaries. It consisted of 
140 acres of open country northeast of 
present-day Town and Country Club. 
The lots had deed restrictions to maintain 
their ambiance, including a stipulation 
that houses had to cost at least $1,500. 
In 1885, the City of St. Paul expanded its 
westerly boundary by formally annexing 
Merriam Park, Howard Park, and adja-
cent areas.94 

Annar may have moved to the Merriam 
Park area at the suggestion of his father’s 
former partner, Westcott W. Price, who 
was a trustee of Merriam Estates, one 
of the land developers in the area. Or he 
may have learned about it from Rush B. 
Wheeler who was president of The 
St. Paul Real Estate Exchange in 1896 
when Annar’s father was an active mem-
ber. (It is very likely that Wheeler Avenue 
was named for this Mr. Wheeler.)95 
Whatever the reasons for Annar’s deci-
sion to move from the East Side, this bu-
colic setting must have been appealing to 
him and the family. He had to walk but a 
few blocks from his house to catch a train 
to his office in downtown St. Paul. By this 
choice of residence, it could be said that 
Annar accelerated his own assimilation 
into non-Scandinavian St. Paul.

Annar T. Stolpestad was also the secretary 
for the United Securities Company in the 
1930s. This letter was sent in March 1932 
to all the stockholders of the corporation fol-
lowing its annual meeting. A.T. Stolpestad 
to Stockholders, March 1, 1932, Louis W. 
Hill Papers, Minnesota Historical Society, 
St. Paul, Minn.

This photographic portrait of Annar T. Stolpestad was taken in about 
1930, when he would have been forty-six years old. Photo courtesy 
of John. H. Stolpestad.
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In 1922, Annar and Flora built a new 
Dutch Colonial-style home a few blocks 
south of Merriam Park at 1966 Fairmount 
Avenue. A few years later, in 1928, Flora 
gave birth to John Harold, the couple’s 
only child.96 

In his busy years with Northwestern 
Trust and then First Trust, Annar took 
on leadership roles in both his profes-
sion and his church. He served on the 
Board of Directors of The St. Paul Real 
Estate Exchange during the 1920s and 
’30s and was treasurer of the organi-
zation from 1927 to 1929. At Christ 
Lutheran Church, which is still located 
on the north side of University Avenue 
across from the State Capitol, Annar was 
on the Board of Trustees from 1916 to 
1929 and again from 1932 to 1936 while 
also serving as president of the board. He 
was on the National Board of Charities 
of the Norwegian Lutheran Church from 
1932 to 1936. As the church bulletin an-
nouncing his passing makes clear, he 
was an esteemed member of the church 
congregation.97 

In 1933, Annar’s older brother, Harold, 
died suddenly of a heart attack while see-
ing patients in his medical office.98 This 
must have been a terrible shock to the en-
tire family because Harold was only 54 
and at the height of his career.99 But not 
three years later, Annar developed a seri-
ous strep infection and died in February 
of 1937 at the age of 52 after being ill 
for six months.100 He was survived by 
Flora, John, and Annar’s remaining three 
younger siblings, two nephews, and 
niece. Annar’s mother, Toline, had passed 
away in 1928.

Generational Transition
The Stolpestad family real estate tradi-
tion in St. Paul seemingly came to an 
end with Annar’s passing in 1937. Son 
John graduated from the University of 
Minnesota as a mechanical engineer and 
moved to California in the early 1950s to 
begin a career in the aerospace industry. 
Harold’s sons, Herbert and Armer, had 
become physicians and his daughter, 
Virginia, had secretarial training but was 
not in real estate. Annar’s sister, Ella, had 
married Ole Petter Jacobsen but neither 
was in real estate and they had no chil-
dren. Annar’s other two siblings, Axel 

and Minnie, never married and were not 
in real estate. 

Yet, fast forward 75 years from 1937 
to the contemporary world of 2012, and 
men from the same Stolpestad family are 
still active in real estate in St. Paul, and 
other parts of the world. Perhaps surpris-
ingly, these present-day practitioners 
are not direct descendants of Annar but 
of brother Harold’s son, Armer. These 
Stolpestad men are two sets of broth-
ers, James Armer Stolpestad and David 
Gordon Stolpestad of the fourth genera-
tion of the family in America, and James 
Armer Stolpestad II and Robert Wayne 
Stolpestad of the fifth generation. 

James and Robert are chairman and 
president, respectively, of Exeter Realty 
Company based in St. Paul. David is gen-
eral partner of Bertelle Partners in Edina, 
Minnesota. James II is chief executive 
officer of Allianz Real Estate of America 
based in New York City.101 

Looking back to the Stolpestad 
family’s beginnings in St. Paul, the 
boom of the city’s pioneer era at-

tracted Norwegian immigrant Andrew 
Stolpestad to a real estate career in 1886, 
which continued until his death in 1912. 
The family real estate tradition moved 
seamlessly to the next generation with 
Annar from 1912 to 1936. The real es-
tate tradition then skipped to the fourth 
and fifth generations of the family in 
America after 1970 with James, David, 
James II, and Robert. 

Guiding the way must have been a real 
estate gene in the family DNA.

James A. Stolpestad has a B.A. in History 
from the University of Minnesota and a 
J.D. from its Law School. He is a member 
of Phil Alpha Theta national history honor 
society and has won the Loyal Legion 
Award for American History. He was a 
practicing lawyer in St. Paul before found-
ing Exeter Realty Company in 1991. He 
served as president of the Ramsey County 
Historical Society from 1979 to 1981.

Annar Stolpestad resided at 1966 Fairmount Avenue when he died in 1937. This photo shows 
that house today. Photo courtesy of James A. Stolpestad. 
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Between 1954 and 1962, the William Crooks, the first steam locomotive to operate in Minnesota, was on 
display at the St. Paul Union Depot. This postcard from that time period shows the well-preserved engine 
close up. For more on the William Crooks, see page 27. Postcard from the collection of Brian McMahon.
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