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 Preserving our past, informing our present, inspiring our future



LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT                      

Dear Friends of Ramsey County Historical Society,

Every now and again I am asked what I’m most proud of at the Ramsey 
County Historical Society, and every time the person asking that question is a 
bit surprised by my answer. Of course I’m proud of the work we do to 
educate tens of thousands of students and adults through Gibbs Farm, 
Investigate MN!, and History Revealed programs. I’m also proud that Ramsey 
County History magazine is considered to be one of the leading premiere 
history publications in the country, that we have formally adopted an Equity 
& Inclusion statement that aligns with the values we live every day (see back 
cover), that we have been entrusted with preserving and making accessible to 
the public thousands of new documents and artifacts, and that 30,000 viewers 
tuned into TPT Channel 2 for the premiere airings of North Star: Civil War 
Stories. But none of those are my answer. Year in and year out, the thing I’m 
most proud of is that RCHS has the trust and support of so many dedicated 
and passionate people. Every single success story at RCHS is the story of 
volunteers committing their time and expertise, of partners helping advance 
our understanding of history, of talented and dedicated staff, and of our 
members, donors, and friends whose financial support makes everything else 
possible. If you are reading this, you are one of these people, and I am 
honored to know you.

As we approach our 70th year of operations in 2019, I invite you to explore 
more of what we have to offer. New this year at Gibbs Farm are adult tours, 
cooking classes, and additional weekend programs. County-wide, History 
Revealed tours and lectures are being presented three to four times per month 
and we are now also giving tours of the Union Depot and Ramsey County 
Courthouse.

On behalf of everyone at RCHS, thank you for 
including this fine organization in your life and in 
your philanthropic plans.

Warmest Regards,

Chad P. Roberts, President 
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Jo Anne Driscoll – Chair
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Susan McNeely – Secretary
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VOLUNTEERS IN 2017-2018  
            

       

Boy Scout Troop 297
Dakota Wicohan
Dahkota Iapi 
   Okhodakichiye
U. S. Navy Reserves 
Thompson Reuters 

Johannes R. Allert
John Anfinson
Ann Aurelius
Joe Baltrokonis
Charley Bathke
Syd Beane
William Beane
James Bell
Joe Bendickson
Hannah Bergstedt
Robin Bowden
Tom Boyd
Penelope Brazelton
Greg Brick
Ramona Burger
Scott Carlson
Raine Cloud
Anne Cowie
Cathy Croghan
Jared Demma
Emma DeVera
Caylia DiCamilo
Holly DiCamilo
John Diers
Alison Doane
Johnathan Doane
Roy Dorn
Karen Dosh
David Downes
Joann Ellis
Donald L. Empson
Joanne Englund
Debbie Erickson
Sherrie Flaherty
Robert F. Garland
John H. Guthmann

Kathy Hederson
Mark Haidet
Cindy Hanson
Krista Finstad Hanson
Patricia Harty
Kim Heikkila
Lisa Heinrich
Joan Higinbotham
Erica Hollingsworth
Mark Holte
Christine Horchner
Nadine Horchner
Chris Hughes
Kerri Hutchinson
Pat Jarvis
Sandy Kiernat
Chris Klatt
Luke Koran
Brian Krasnow
Harlan LaFontaine
Don Lee
Maxine Lightfoot
Bonnie Lindberg
John M. Lindley
Jonathan Lundberg
Steve Lydon
James Marrinan
Andrew Martin
Jay Mastrud
Eileen McCormack
Neil McKay
Nancy McKillips
Brian McMahon
David Marchetti
John Watson Milton
Laurie Murphy
Gunnar Nelson

We would like to thank the following volunteers for their outstanding 
service to RCHS in 2017-2018. 

Paul D. Nelson
Dick Nicholson
Dennis Nyberg
Margie O’Loughlin
Cathy Opsahl
Stephan Osman
David Page
Jay Pfaender
Jennifer Porwit
David Riehle
Kathy Robbins
Marianne D. Salzberg
Jim Sazevich
Leola Schreurs
Ray Schreurs
Tom Schroeder
Darlene St. Clair
Kayla Stampfle
Lori Stampfle
Jen Strom
Gaby Strong
Terry Swanson
Andrea Szondy
Ralph Thrane
Darren Tobolt
Bruce Toskey
Jane Trosdahl
Steve Trimble
Diane Trout-Oertel
Paul Verret
Ed Viz
Nancy Wellington
Steve Werle
Rick Wilhoit
Mary Wingerd
Mark Youngblood
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IN 2017-2018          
       

 

Over 150 Volunteers  
assisted with visitors and programs, day camps, 

collections, publications, presentations and 
tours, and with the Gibbs Farm site

for over 4,747 hours

 
20,000 people visited Gibbs Farm

including 15,000 students and 2,500 educators

1,025 
participants in History Revealed programs

1,430 researchers assisted
with access to 592 linear feet of archival materials

(about 2.4 million pieces of paper)
and 8,269 images now available online



Thank you to all our generous members and supporters. Loyalty Circle* members have supported RCHS for more than 10 years. 
Designated with an asterisk (*) on the lists. The Ethel Stewart Heritage Society recognizes donors who have provided for RCHS in 
their wills with a planned gift, or with cumulative contributions of $10,000 or more. Members of the Ethel Stewart 
Heritage Society are acknowledged in BOLD type. 

RECOGNIZING OUR DONORS                      
 SUPPORT BY INDIVIDUALS
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Legends Society Members 
The Legends Society recognizes those 
who have donated $1,000 and above in 
the past year. There are four Legends 
Society Circles.

J.J. Hill Empire Builder Society
Gifts $10,000 and Above 
Charlton Dietz through The Dietz 
   Family Fund*
Roy Dorn 
William & Bonita B. Frels through the 
   Frels Family Foundation*
John & Ruth Huss through The John 
   and Ruth Huss Fund of The Saint Paul 
   Foundation*
Carl & Janet Kuhrmeyer through 
   Kuhrmeyer Family Foundation of The  
   Saint Paul Foundation*
Richard & Nancy Nicholson through 
   Richard and Nancy Nicholson Fund of 
   the Nicholson Family Foundation*

Frank B. Kellogg Society
Gifts between $5,000 and $9,999
Charles Driscoll*
Douglas Heidenreich*
Betty Wold Johnson*
Arthur Kaemmer & Martha 
   Kaemmer (d) through the Art and 
   Martha Kaemmer Fund of the HRK 
   Foundation*

Rosalie Wahl Society
Gifts between $2,500 and $4,999
Tom & Liz Boyd*
Sue Cammack*
Priscilla Farnham through the Farnham 
   Charitable Fund*
Howard Guthmann (d) & Elizabeth 
   Guthmann through the Guthmann 
   Family Fund of The Saint Paul 
   Foundation*
Susan & Thomas Handley
Stanley & Karen S. Hubbard*
James E. Johnson & Lucy Rosenberry 
   Jones*
Sandy Kiernat*

David Kristal & Cristiana Giordano*
Perrin Lilly through the R.C. Lilly 
   Foundation Fund of The Saint Paul 
   Foundation*
Robert & Aimee Mairs
Donna Morgan through the Henry H. 
   and Donna D. Morgan Charitable 
   Fund*
John & Marla Ordway through the John 
   and Marla Ordway Charitable Lead 
   Trust*
Jon & Lea Theobald*
Margaret Walsh*
Jerry Woelfel & Becky Garthofner

Jonathan Carver Society
Gifts between $1,000 and $2,499
Anonymous
Alexandra O. Bjorklund*
Linda Boss*
Twiss & Patrick Butler*
Elizabeth H. Cowie through The 
   Elizabeth H. Cowie Fund for 
   Stewardship*
Bruce & Denise Dunnell Wells
Mari Oyanagi Eggum & Tom Eggum
Robert Garland*
Jennifer Gross*
Katherine Hern
Joan Higinbotham*
Virginia Hubbard*
D. Ward & Shotsy Johnson*
Janine Joseph
Esther & Martin Kellogg*
Judy & Edward Kishel
Judy & Steve Lewis*
Richard & Margaret Lidstad*
Susan & Paddy McNeely
Jerry Meigs*
James R. Miller*
Jonathan & Martha Morgan*
Bob Muschewske & Leaetta Hough*
Todd & Martha Nicholson through 
   the Charitable Lead Trust of Todd S. 
   Nicholson*
Ford & Catherine Nicholson through 
   the Charitable Lead Trust of Ford J. 
   Nicholson
Tom & Sally Patterson*

Marvin J. Pertzik through the Marvin J 
   Pertzik Foundation*
Kate K. Piper through the Kate K. Piper 
   Charitable Fund*
Chad P. Roberts & Kristan Winters
Ken & Nina Rothchild*
Roxanne Sands*
James & Merrie Stolpestad*
Susan Vento
Richard & Lucy Wilhoit*

Builders Circles Members 
The Builders Circles recognizes those 
who have donated between $100-$999 
in the past year. There are three Builders 
Circles. 

Seth & Mary Eastman Circle
Gifts between $500 and $999
Peter & Sally Anson through the Sally A 
   Anson Charitable Fund*
Julie & William Brady*
Carolyn J. Brusseau through The 
   Carolyn J. Brusseau Fund of The Saint 
   Paul Foundation*
Peter K. Butler*
Darrell D. Butterwick*
John & Eva F. R. Cross*
Sheldon Damberg
Jo Anne & Edward Driscoll*
Joan Duddingston
Thomas & Jean Fabel*
Philip & Deborah Gelbach
John & Teresa Guthmann*
Marion J. Handt*
Stephen & Carol M. Hatfield
Lowell & Cay Hellervik
Richard & Beverly Heydinger*
Kenneth & Judith Johnson
Roger & Patricia Katzenmaier
Bob & Helen Mairs*
Susan & Edwin McCarthy*
Jan McElfish & Tom Ajax
Lawrence McGough through the Andrea 
   and Larry McGough Charitable Fund 
   of the Catholic Community 
   Foundation*

Continued on page 6

* Loyalty Circle Members • Bold: Ethel Stewart Heritage Society • (d) Deceased
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Support by Individuals continued from page 5

Continued on page 7
* Loyalty Circle Members • Bold: Ethel Stewart Heritage Society • (d) Deceased

Ben Olk*
Mari Buscher Romero through the 
   Buscher Foundation*
Thomas & Ann Schroeder*
Evangeline Schroeder*
McNeil & Mary Seymour*
Richard & Denise Sheehy through the 
   Sheehy Family Foundation of the 
   Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund
Douglas & Katherine Skor
Mollie Spillman
Mark & Susan Stutrud*
Thomas Swain
Paul & Carolyn Verret*
John & Annette Whaley*
Glenn & Deborah Wiessner*

Jane & Heman Gibbs Circle 
Gifts between $250 and $499
Emil & Marion Angelica
Caroline Baillon through the Baillon 
   Foundation*
Adrienne Banks*
William & Paula Bathke*
James & Gail Betz*
Douglas & Dana Bruce
Brigid Butler*
Anne Cowie*
Charles & Karen Dosh*
Patricia Emerson*
Joanne A. Englund*
Anne & Litton Field
Jeanne Foussard
James & Teddy Gesell
Marian Glew*
Timothy Glines & Barbara Davis*
Trude Harmon*
Louis & Kathrine Hill*
Walter Johnson*
Teresa J. Kimker
John & Judy Kinkead*
Gregory Kvam & Patricia Johnson
James & Gail LaFave*
John Lindley & Meredith Potter 
   Lindley*
Jean Ljungkull
Nancy W. McKillips
Steve & Erin Meyer*
Elizabeth & John Miller*
Elizabeth B. Myers
Tom & Elinor Nicklawske
Ronald Pederson*
Jay & Barbara Pfaender*
Christine Podas-Larson through the 
   William & Nancy Podas Art & D Fund 
   at Schwab Charitable*

Leila D J Poullada*
Nancy Randall Dana*
Jim Rustad & Kay Thomas 
Steven R. Saunders*
Richard & Barbara Shank*
Stanley & Lucy Shepard*
Timothy & Beth Sullivan*
Charles S. Ward*
James Wicker*

Elias Drake Circle 
Gifts between $100 and $249 
Anonymous
Thomas P. Achartz
Donna Allan & Bill Mahlum
Brian & Bonnie Alton
Nina Archabal
Richard Arpi*
Lynn & Linda Ault
Ann Aurelius
Peter Austin
Jeannette Bach*
Kristin Gendron & Matthew J. Bailey*
Denis Bakke*
Melissa Barker & Stu Wilson*
Richard & Judy Bartz*
Kimberly Benson-Johnson
Sharon Bigot*
Michael Borkan*
Samantha Bossman
George & Linda Bounds*
Andrea Brainard*
Dick & Mary Brainerd
Steve A. & Gail G. Brand*
Justin & Jennifer Brink
Ruth Brombach
Robert & Gerry L. Bullard*
Roger F. Burg*
Julie Butler
William Casey*
Richard Cisek & Kay Fredericks
Paul & Susan Clabo*
Bill & Sharon Clapp*
Chris P. Claude*
Chris Colantti*
Edward & Monica Cook*
Barry & Joan Cotter*
Terry & Kathy Cummings*
Ralph & Mary Pat Davini
Chadwick & Margaret Dayton
Robert J. Dolle*
David Downing*
Alden Drew & Mimie Pollard
Patricia Eaves
Dennis Eiynck
Bill & Diane Ellis

Jo & Sam Emerson
Manuel Esguerra
Brett Evans*
Philip & Joanne Fabel*
Martin Fallon
Susan Foote & David Durenberger*
Roger Forman*
Philip & Caroline Fortmeyer
Edward Fox*
Bernard & Damaris Friel*
Sam H. Fudenberg*
Carolyn Ganz & Jim Olsen*
James & Joan Gardner*
Robert W. Geist*
Rhoda Gilman (d)*
Mary Alice Ginther*
Paul Gleich & Elizabeth Sonnier*
Timothy & Susanne Goodman
Don & Rosemary Gruber
Mark & Kathryn Haidet*
Eric Halverson
Cynthia A. Hanson
Jeff Hayes*
Kim Heikkila
Lisa Heinrich*
William & Virginia Hickey*
Christopher & Ann Hilger
Joe Hinz
Jane Hogan & Paul Johnson*
Ronald & Marion Holly*
Dennis & Bettina Hoye
Ruby Hunt*
Michael & Heather Iannacone*
Jerome & Nancy Irsfeld*
Gary Johnson & Joan Hershbell
John Kenefick*
James Kenna*
Sandy & Robert Klas*
Allan Klein & Harriet Lansing*
Jerry & Kristi Klukas*
Brian & Judith M. Krasnow*
Doug & Brenda Lamb
Jeanne Landkamer
John & Colles Larkin*
David W. Larson*
Greg Lauer
John & Anne Levin*
William & Sarah Lightner*
J. Nicholas Linsmayer*
William Lipschultz*
Francis & Sharon Luikart*
Richard & Juanita Luis*
Bruce Lundegard*
LeAnn Mahoney
Marc & Kathy Manderscheid*
John & Bonnie Manthey*



FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018 EXPENSES  
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Elias Drake Circle
Gifts between $100 and $249

Support by Individuals ontinued from page 6

Philip J. Markert*
Merritt & Betty Marquardt
Jeffry Martin
Stephanie & Phil Martineau*
Dick & Regina McCarthy*
William & Virginia McDonald*
Malcolm McDonald & Patricia 
   McDonald (d) through the Judy and 
   Malcolm W. McDonald Family 
   Charitable Account*
Kevin McDonough
Beth McLaughlin
Harry G. McNeely*
Heather McNeff
Peter & Cathrine Meier*
Joseph S. & Jane Micallef*
John Milton & Maureen Acosta*
Tyrone K. Mooney*
Dick & Joan Niemiec*
Polly O’Brien*
Janet Odegard
Jeffery & Diane Oertel*
Thomas & Judith Olin*
William W. Owens*
Annette & Pat Patel
Deborah Patterson
Ferdinand Peters
Gordon Peterson*
Eugene Piccolo*
Alexandra Piechowicz*
Jodi Pope*
Steve & Marion Potyondy*
Paul & Elizabeth Quie*
Peter & Diane Resch
John Rongitsch
Stephen Rose
Steve & Shelly Rucks
Tim & Rosemarie Rumsey*
James & Kathleen Russell*
Edwin & Jennifer Ryan*
Mark & Alison Savin*
Frank & Janelle Schlick
Mary Ann Schokmiller
Raymond & Leola Schreurs*
Jan Schuler
Julian & Barbara Sellers*
Evelyn Senior
Gail Shea*
Terri Silverberg*
Anne Simpson
William & Barbara Sippel
Barbara Skoglund*
Terry & Leah Slye*
Robert L. Smith*
Conrad & Ann Smith

Charles & Myrna Smith
Marschall Smith & Debra Mitts-Smith*
Sharon Soike
Katherine Solomonson
Arlene Sonday
Alfred & Peggy Steldt*
George Stephenson
John & Lore Stolpestad
Robert & Mavis Straughn*
Brad & Ann Swanson
Claude & Mary Ann Swayze*
Chris Taylor
John & Mary Thoemke*
Ralph & Loanne Thrane*
Richard Todd & Patrica Haswell*
Bruce Toskey
Tom Trainor & Deb Sullivan-Trainor*
Steve Trimble*
Margaret Ubel through the Ubel Family 
   Charitable Fund
Dale Ulrich & Julie Brunner*

Larry & Suzanne VandenPlas*
David & Brenda Velde*
Jean Velleu & James Law*
Harris & Donna Viker through the 
   Harris and Donna Viker Charitable 
   Fund*
Norman & Karen Vinnes
Ed & Ginny Vizard*
Harry Walsh*
Nancy & Ted Weyerhaeuser*
Thomas & Barbara Wiberg
W.T. Wilke
Leonard & Adelia Wilson*
Curt & Jane Wollan
David Woodard & Katherine Meerse
Edwin P. Wright
Scott & Betty Wright
Ron Zweber & Peter Scott through the 
   Ron Zweber and Peter Scott 
   Charitable Fund*

FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018 REVENUE  
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GIBBS FARM IN 2017-2018            
       

 Informing Our Present, 
 Inspiring Our Future 

Gibbs Farm reached 20,000 visitors last year including
15,000 school children from 29 school districts in
Minnesota and Western Wisconsin. These children
learned about Dakota and pioneer life in the 1800s
through field trips to the site and outreach programs.
Gibbs Farm field trips and outreaches are unique in that
they offer students a hands-on experience focused on the
early Minnesota pioneer Jane Gibbs, her family, and her
relationship with the Dakota of Cloud Man’s Village
(located at present day Bde Maka Ska).

Gibbs Farm also offered five hands-on summer day
camps this past year. These were attended by over 600
children ages 4-13. This fall we will be offering an
expanded MEA camp where children will get a chance to
be history and nature detectives.

We introduced Family Friendly Saturday programs
(including a Victorian tea party and butter churning) this
year and are expanding this program for next year. A
partnership with the Good Acre resulted in the first ever
evening, adult-only event at Gibbs Farm. Chef Yia Vang
provided a night of open fire cooking for over 40 guests.

As always, a huge thank you to our amazing staff,
volunteers and friends in the Dakota community for
making Gibbs Farm a fun and educational destination!

This year we had 93 individual volunteers at Gibbs
Farm including 44 youth interns. Volunteers rebuilt
stairs, prepared garden beds, constructed a goat
playground, fixed fencing, sewed bonnets, built
benches and improved paths. MN Master Naturalist
volunteers created program materials as part of the
Dakota Medicine Garden Rejuvenation project.

Intern Hannah Bergstedt assisted Youth & Outreach
Programs Manager Janie Bender plan and
implement the brand new Victorian Ladies Camp.
Three volunteer days brought new volunteers to the
site, as they helped staff close, open and prepare Gibbs 
Farm for spring planting.

MEMORIALS & GIFTS OF APPRECIATION  
            
       

 
Thank you for the gifts in memory or honor of the 
following individuals: 

In honor of our grandchildren: Ingrid, Emilia, Payton, Cormac, 
   and Nick - D. Ward & Shotsy Johnson 

In honor of Mollie Spillman - James & Gail LaFave 

In memory of Jennifer Easton - Priscilla Farnham 

In memory of Elaine Fuller - 
   Priscilla Farnham  Char & Tim Kohner 
   Nora Meyers   Brian & Julia Nordling 
   Peter & Diane Resch 

In memory of Howard Guthmann -  
   Anonymous    Tom & Liz Boyd  
   Sue Cammack    Richard Cisek   
   John & Sharon Diedrich   Joanne A. Englund  
   Priscilla Farnham   Lillian Gerber   
   Highland Park Woman’s Club  Judy Johnson   
   LaDonna Keljik    John M. Lindley  
   Chad P. Roberts   Arlene Sonday  
   Monta & Gary Thomasson 
   Roger & Margaret Sorensen Ttee
   Katherine B. Andersen Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation

In memory of Virginia Brainard Kunz - Paul & Susan Clabo 

In memory of Peter Wilhoit -  
   Joanne A. Englund  Chad P. Roberts 
   Paul Verret 

In memory of Nancy Zuber - Elizabeth Guthmann
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The Mary Livingston Griggs & Mary Griggs Burke 
Research Center
The Mary Livingston Griggs & Mary Griggs Burke
Research Center provides access to 592 linear feet of
archival and photographic collections, about 2.4 million
pieces of paper. These collections include St. Paul
Building Permits, Sanborn Insurance Plat Maps, and St.
Paul City Directories.

Last year RCHS staff assisted 1,430 researchers and made
8,269 images from its photo collection available online.
More photographs are being added every few months, see
http://rchs.pastperfectonline.com to view.

Collections are supported by members and the Mary
Livingston Griggs & Mary Griggs Burke Fund of RCHS.

Acquisitions
RCHS collects and cares for artifact, archival, library, and 
photograph collections, including materials donated by
68 donors last year. Some recent additions of note
include materials from the Fort Road Federation,
Riverfront Corporation, St. Paul Development
Corporation, Mounds Midway Nursing Museum, and
2004 St. Paul Winter Carnival Vulcan Fertilious.

Preservation
RCHS continues to improve the preservation of
collections entrusted to it, including an increasing
number of digital media collections. A good example this
past year was the acquisition of the Tellstar News
collection of 215 umatic tapes that RCHS is digitizing to
better preserve their content and to make them more
readily available to the public.

Tellstar News was founded in St. Paul by Readus Fletcher,
who produced and presented news programs for 8 years
through 1994. The programs explored race relations and
inequality, Native American rights, economics, law,
religion, politics, war, revolution, homelessness,
international relations, and the environment. These
programs were broadcast on stations throughout the
United States and Canada. Some of those interviewed
included: author Alex Hailey, Senator Eugene McCarthy,

COLLECTIONS, EXHIBITS & RESEARCH 
            

       
 Preserving Our Past, Informing Our Present 

2017-2018 Donations to the RCHS Collections
RCHS thanks the following organizations and 
individuals for their donations to the RCHS object and 
archive collections. 

1 Stop Realty
Elizabeth Andrews
Danial Baar
Dick Bancroft
Richard and Judy Bartz
Larry Bieza
Mike Borkan
Emma Carbone
Shelley Cardiel
Gene Charleton
Donald Click
Claire DeCoster
Elizabeth Dickinson
LaVerne Dickhudt
Mary Beth Ebert
Jo Emerson
Excelsior Lake Minnetonka 
    Historical Society
Fort Road Federation
Readus Fletcher
Suzanne Gagnier
Jim Gerlich
Ruth Glende
Amy Christianson Goerwitz
Great Northern Iron 
    Properties
Elizabeth and Howard 
    Guthmann
Stacy Gregory
Mary Jane Haemig
Susan Hanes
Sara Hanson
Stephen Hatfield
Joyce Hill
History Center of Olmsted 
    County
Joe Hoover
Itasca County Historical 
   Society
Teresa Jacobsen
Gary Jones
Irene and Gene Josephs

Dave Keim
Gail and James LaFave
Jean Larson
Steve Lydon
Manitou Island Association
Jeanne Manteufel
Maplewood Area Historical 
   Society
Jerry Meigs
Minnesota Masonic Heritage 
    Center
Mounds Midway Nursing 
    Museum
Laurie Murphy
Paul Nelson
Carolea Nord
Robert Overby
Charlotte Peterson
Rhonda Plummer
Robert Porter
Judith Pryor
Janice Quick
Janet Raiche
Ramsey County Manager’s 
    Office
Ramsey County Property 
    Management
Florence Regen
Riverfront Corporation
Chad P. Roberts
St. Anthony Park Community 
    Council
Steve Shaller
Evelyn Sunness
Ann Walton
Susan Weinberg
Rick Wilhoit
Robert Wood

the Honorable Harold Stassen, the Honorable Lawrence 
Cohen, Cesar Chavez, Dennis Banks, Dick Gregory,
Vernon Bellecourt, and the Honorable Alan Page. Once
these tapes are digitized, they will be cataloged and
available for research, beginning in the spring of 2019. 
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PUBLISHING  
            

       
 Informing Our Present, 
 Inspiring Our Future

For 54 years, the award-winning Ramsey County History 
magazine has published articles that inform and inspire, 
and this year has continued that tradition of excellence. 
Major articles have ranged from the dedicated women of 
the Mounds-Park Nursing School who valiantly served 
their country in the U.S. Army and the Red Cross during 
World War I, to the history of the Highland Spring Water 
Company in St. Paul. We also published a fascinating 
history of St. Paul Central High School in conjunction 
with its sesquicentennial and a biographical profile of 
ground-breaking Minnesota architect Emma F. Brunson.

Our Winter issue included a compelling remembrance of 
Reginald L. Hopwood, a leader in the Rondo community, 
and a special look at the Super Ice Palaces in the 1880s 
that were built for the first three St. Paul Winter Carni-
vals. The lives of Charles and Elaine Eastman, particularly 
their years living in St. Paul in the 1890s, received 
in-depth treatment. We also helped the St. Paul Camera 
Club to celebrate its 125th anniversary with an account of 
its early years and printed some of its members’ 
award-winning photographs. We finished the year with 

an account of what St. Paul did to save the Old Federal 
Courts Building and Post Office and turn that 
architectural marvel into today’s Landmark Center. 

RCHS extends its thanks to all the talented authors who 
contributed to our magazine in the past year. For links 
to past Ramsey County History magazines and articles, 
please visit our website at www.rchs.com/publishing.  

North Star: Civil War Stories
Ramsey County Historical Society was proud to partner with TPT-
TwinCities Public Television to produce a ground-breaking new 
documentary,North Star: Civil War Stories, uncovering hidden details of 
African-American men from Minnesota involved in the Civil War. The 
documentary was first broadcast on TPT in February 2018, and 
garnered well over 30,000 viewers in its premier airings.

North Star: Civil War Stories brought to light the hidden histories of four 
unsung heroes, both during and after the Civil War, using emerging 
original research and scholarship from a group of well respected and 
knowledgeable historians. Although discovering many of the details and 
records of these patriots’ involvement was challenging, the film provided 
a look at the unique contributions that these men made to the Union and their new state of Minnesota.

Created for not only the broadcast viewing audience, but also with educators and classroom audiences in mind,
the documentary is available on DVD, and was distributed for free for use in schools. North Star: Civil War Stories
is available for viewing online or on DVD. See the webpage at https://www.rchs. com/news/northstar/ for more
information on the DVD and a link to the online version.

Growing Up in St. Paul
Fifteen Minutes with My Dad: 

Reginald L. Hopwood
Victoria Hopwood

—Page 13

RAMSEY COUNTYHıstory
A Publication of the Ramsey County Historical Society

Winter 2018 Volume 52, Number 4

“Another Siberia, Unfit for Human Habitation?”
 St. Paul’s Super Ice Palaces, 1886, 1887, and 1888

Robert A. Olsen, page 3

An artist’s depiction of the storming the of 1888 Ice Palace. Note the clouds of smoke from burning sulfur fires that caused the 
palace to glow in multiple colors.



Corporate Supporters
106 Group
Allina Health System
Best Buy Foundation
Candyland
Community Housing Corporation
Documents 2 Disc., Inc.
Edlund Dental
Frattallone Ace Hardware
Frost Cabinets Furniture and Design, Inc.
Good Acre
Hess, Roise & Company
Highland Park Woman’s Club
Historic Saint Paul
Mairs and Power, Inc.
Maslon LLP
National Checking Company
Newport-St. Paul Cold Storage Co.
Oakland Cemetery Association
RBC Foundation
Saint Paul Garden Club
Saint Paul Police Historical Society
Saint Paul Riverfront Corporation
Securian Financial
Smyth Companies
Target Foundation
Terrace Horticultural Books
Thrivent Financial Foundation
Transpark
Travelers, Inc. Foundation
UBS
Waldmann Brewery & Wurstery
West Seventh-Fort Road Federation
Wiessner Inc Insurance
 

Foundations
Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund of the HRK Foundation
Baillon Foundation
Boss Foundation
Buscher Foundation
Dellwood Foundation
Elmer L & Eleanor J Andersen Foundation
Hardenbergh Foundation
Harlan Boss Foundation for the Arts
Katherine B. Andersen Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation
Margaret Rivers Fund
Osilas Foundation
Patrick & Aimee Butler Family Foundation
R.C. Lilly Foundation
Roseville Area Community Foundation
The Saint Paul Foundation
Trillium Family Foundation
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FOUNDATIONS, CORPORATIONS & ORGANIZATIONS          
       

In-Kind Donors

Government Supporters  

Agropur/Schroeder’s Dairy 
Augeo Marketing
Bell Museum 
Richard Burnett
Mark Chookiatsirichai   
Comcast
Dodge Nature Center- 
   Don Oberdorfer
DTS Inc.
Dan Frye
Landmark Center   
Lil’ Farm Children’s Home
Minnesota State Fair 
   Foundation

City of Saint Paul 
Cultural STAR Program 

Thank you to the Foundations, Corporations and Organizations that supported RCHS in 2017-2018. 

Bob Muschewske 
Neinow Cultural 
   Consultants
Nology Networks
Robyn Beth Priestley
Roseville Library
Saint Paul Media
Mollie Spillman
Jen Strom
Barbara Summer
Twin Cities Public Television
Waldmann Brewery & 
   Wurstery
Dick Waskey

Projects were made possible in 

part by the Institute of 

Museum and Library Services.

Funds provided by the State of 

Minnesota through the Arts 

and Cultural Heritage Fund 

administered by the Minnesota 

Historical Society.



75 W Fifth Street #323 
Saint Paul MN 55102 

651-222-0701 • www.rchs.com 
2097 W Larpenteur Ave

Saint Paul MN 55113 

Richard Arpi, Research Associate
Janie Bender, Gibbs Farm Outreach & 
   Youth Programs Manager
Samantha Bossman, Development Officer
Kassie Bradshaw-Kmitch, Courthouse 
   Tour Coordinator
Andrea Doane, Gardener
Clare Holte, Gibbs Farm Volunteer & 
   Adult Programs Manager
John Lindley, Editor
Jan McElfish, Gibbs Farm Office Manager
Sammy Nelson, Gibbs Farm Site Manager
Janet Odegard, Accountant
Robyn Beth Priestley, Membership 
    Manager
Chad P. Roberts, President
Mollie Spillman, Curator/Archivist

Gibbs Farm Interpretive Staff
Nick Anderson • Kristina Youso Connoy
Savanna D’Amico • Josh Doane 
Kyle Duesler • Amelia Gluba 
Mary Gregor • Robert Harley 
Lee Hartzheim • Katja Hernandez 
Katherine Jordahl 
Kassie Bradshaw Kmitch 
Mason Maschke • Margot Olsen 
Tina Putney • Eric Schulzetenberg 
Andrea Turonie-Nehring • Sarah Westad 
Walli White • Gemma Zahradka 
Katrina Zahradka

STAFF IN 2017-2018                     EQUITY & INCLUSION STATEMENT                      

To help RCHS better achieve its mission, vision, and live its values, an Equity 
and Inclusion Task Force will be formed that will address the following by 
June 1, 2019:

1. Learn more from our community regarding equity and inclusion efforts 
    and practices with the goal of helping inform RCHS policies and 
    procedures.
2. Discuss, debate, and prepare a recommendation as to the role of RCHS in 
    addressing issues of discrimination, exclusion, and racism.
3. Define language to be used by RCHS when discussing equity and inclusion 
    to ensure all stakeholders are effectively communicating.
4. Identify ways in which RCHS can become more inclusive.
5. Identify ways in which unintentional and institutional bias can be 
    identified and addressed.
6. Assess current RCHS policies and procedures for bias.
7. Explore any other avenues of inquiry it deems appropriate to address this 
    topic and form recommendations to the Board of Directors.

Gibbs Farm Youth Intern Leadership 
Program
Bridgette Bell • Julianna Dokas
Amelie Brazelton • Penelope Brazelton
Jolene Brown • Miranda Brown
Taylor Canas • Caitlyn Coyle 
Claire Davies • Claire Davis 
Grace Dueber • Maren Durand
Rachel Durand • Kate Ericksen
Nick Ericksen • Jane Fossum
Laurynn Giles • Jenna Giles
Jane Grumbles • Eva Hanson
Wyatt Hanson • Ilyeria Hernandez
Siri Hokanson • Mya Jewison
Greta Kloos • Katherine Kozak
Gabriella Larson • Josh LaRue
Izzi Lauer • Paige Lecuyer
Kathrine McDermott • Niamh Mee
Max Mohs • Johanna Nassif
Ella Nehring • Marjanne O’Hara-David
Sarah Parker • Tatiana Pike
Jesse Robertson • Allie Rognerud
Ava Schaffhausen • Martha Slaven
Christina Solle • Juliet Tharaldson
Gabriella Townsend • Izzy Truscio


