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Letter to the Editor
More on Mary Jane Massey
I noted in your Winter 2018 issue Steve Lydon’s account 
of what happened, as best he can reconstruct it, to Mary 
Jane Massey (“Terror Visits Fort Snelling: The 1940 Murder 
of Mary Jane Massey”). Her story is fascinating, not only 
from the perspective of police drama, but also because we 
o!en don’t think about Fort Snelling as a place for anyone 
other than soldiers. Thanks to Steve Lydon for digging 
into the records and writing about this crime story so that 
Mary Jane’s murder is more widely known. 

My husband and I have been leading tours of Fort Snel-
ling’s Upper Post for several years and have found the sto-
ries of community and family to be an overlooked aspect. 
Mary Jane’s father, Sergeant William A. Massey, was a ca-
reer military man. His tales of the good life here in Min-
nesota inspired his brother to leave their large family and 
home in Texas and join him in the military for a few years. 
When Sergeant Massey was briefly stationed at other 
posts, Mary Jane and her mother, Golda, remained at Fort 
Snelling. Today, extended family members in Texas know 
li"le about what happened to Mary Jane. A few of the 
older generation had heard about the murder, but thought 
surely the perpetrator had been caught and punished. As a 
grandson of William’s cousin, Minnie, told me, his grand-
mother “kept everyone in the loop, but she never wanted 
to be the bearer of bad news when it came to family.” 

Because of Steve Lydon and those of us who lead tours 
of the Upper Post, the story of Mary Jane and her short life 
on the Fort Snelling post will not be forgo"en. Get the full 
scoop on Mary Jane and other aspects of Fort Snelling’s 
twentieth-century history, including officers’ row and 
administrative areas, in a future walking tour offered by 
the Friends of Fort Snelling. The tours are given from time 
to time during good weather. For more information, see 
“Upper Post Walking Tour” on eventbrite.com for tickets. 
Susanne M. Adler 
Minneapolis

Two 1940 photos of Mary Jane Massey (born August 2, 1926; died the night of 
July 13–14, 1940). Her remains were later buried in the Fort Snelling National 
Cemetery. The top photo appears to have been retouched to mask out the 
 background, a technique widely used in reporting newspaper stories.  
Photos courtesy of  Susanne M. Adler. 






