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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT                      

Dear Friends,

The past year at your Ramsey County Historical Society 
(RCHS) has been marked by growth and change, and 
I am pleased to report that we presented more public 
programs than ever before while maintaining a balanced 
budget. In fiscal year 2018-2019, 37 History Revealed 
programs were attended by 1,176 individuals and at 
Gibbs Farm, we hosted 24 adult and family programs. We 
are pleased with the growth of the History Revealed 
programs and added Waldmann’s Brewery & Wurstery, 
East Side Freedom Library, and programs at other sites to 
our existing locations – Roseville Public Library and 
Landmark Center. In the next year we expect to present 
more than 50 History Revealed programs, and I 
encourage you to attend – they cover a wide variety of 
topics and range from lectures to walking and bus tours. 
If you would like to learn more, have a presentation you 
think we might want to see, or would like to sponsor or 
host a program, please contact Robyn Priestley who leads 
this effort and was recently promoted to Membership 
Experience & Marketing Manager.
    At Gibbs Farm we welcomed back virtually every 
kindergarten student in Saint Paul Public Schools 
thanks to the support of the 3M Foundation. All told, we 
reached more than 18,000 students at Gibbs Farm last 
year, many taking advantage of more than one tour 
experience at the farm. It took the hard work of a 
22-person education team and the creative leadership of 
Sammy Nelson, Site Manager, as well as Program 
Managers Janie Bender and Clare Holte to accommodate 
these additional students who filled virtually every 
minute of the program days in the spring and fall.
    Collections at RCHS continued to grow as more and 
more individuals and community organizations 
entrust their history to RCHS. Recent additions include 
143 cubic feet of archival material from the Riverfront 
Corporation as it closed down after 33 years of helping 
lead the evolution of the downtown Mississippi 
riverfront from an industrial zone to a more accessible 
and resident-friendly amenity. Combined with our 
Lowertown Interpretive Plan assemblage of materials 
and our extensive building permits collection, the history 
of St. Paul is increasingly well-preserved. For questions 
about collections, the Mary Livingston Griggs & Mary 
Griggs Burke Research Center, or exhibits, please 
contact Mollie Spillman, Curator & Archivist, or Rich 
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Arpi, Research Associate.
    John Lindley retired after 13 years as Editor of Ramsey 
County History, our flagship magazine and one of the 
finest local history publications in the country. John’s 
tenure was marked by a constant elevation of the 
content and quality of the magazine. His legacy is now 
in the hands of the incredibly talented and experienced 
Meredith Cummings who has helmed Ramsey County 
History since January. If you are an author with a story 
to tell, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Meredith with 
your ideas.
    Last fall a film we created in partnership with TPT was 
nominated for a regional Emmy Award. North Star: Civil 
War Stories is the first documentary film to explore the 
service of Minnesotan African Americans in the Civil 
War. Designed both for a general audience and for use in 
classrooms, the film has been seen by more than 30,000 
households and airs regularly on TPT or can be streamed 
from the TPT website.
    As some of you may have noticed around the end of  
last year, RCHS was asked to help address a challenging 
situation involving historic artwork in the St. Paul City 
Hall/Ramsey County Courthouse building. Located in 
the council chambers, four John Norton murals that 
were created in the 1930s for the chambers no longer 
accomplish their original purpose and exclude the 
contributions of many of the wonderful people who 
make up St. Paul. Balancing a respect for the historic 
nature of the murals with their shortcomings in a space 
that is used every week to conduct the people’s business, 
RCHS is leading an effort to add additional art to the 
space. Themed to accomplish the original murals’ goals 
of celebrating the development and progress of our 
Capital City, the new artwork will be displayed alongside 

Continued on page 3
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the original murals. In 2020 visitors to the council 
chambers will be able to view two original murals and 
two new murals concurrently, and the artwork will rotate 
at a schedule determined by the City and County.
    RCHS believes strongly in the importance of serving 
every person in Ramsey County. As the County 
continues to grow and become more diverse, it is 
important that we be thoughtful and purposeful in 
reaching out to our more recent immigrants as their 
stories are added to those of the immigrants and 
indigenous people who have been here longer. You will 
have noticed that we have been publishing more stories 
that highlight communities and people of color, and our 
programming continues to expand to do the same. One 
of the steps we have taken as an organization to 
recognize the value of everyone’s history in creating a 
stronger community is adopting an Equity & Inclusion 
Statement:
History informs us, inspires new choices, brings people to-
gether, and builds community. Likewise, it can be misused 
to inspire fear, create division, and perpetuate racism and 
other injustices. We resolve to present history in accordance 
with our values of Authenticity, Innovation, Inspiration, 
Integrity, and Respect. We believe that by doing so our 
community will be more informed, more engaged, and will 
become stronger.  
    Just as we have expanded our programming to engage 
more people and better preserve and present a more 
complete history of Ramsey County, we have been 
working diligently to expand and diversify our board. 
This effort is getting a big boost over the next two years 
as RCHS was selected as one of 51 museums nationwide 
to participate in a Facing Change: Advancing Museum 
Board Diversity & Inclusion  program. This initiative is be-
ing led by the American Alliance of Museums, and we are 
honored to participate in the first cohort. Facing Change 
provides RCHS with resources and counsel from across 
the country that will strengthen our ongoing efforts to 
be an organization recognized not just for local history 
excellence but for being inclusive of everyone’s history. 
    In our Capital County, there have been some historic 
firsts in the past year. Melvin Carter was elected Mayor of 
Saint Paul, our first African-American Mayor. Lieutenant 
Governor Peggy Flannigan is the first Ojibwe person to 
hold statewide office. Attorney General Keith Ellison is 
the first African American to hold that position as well as 
being the first Muslim to do so. We live in an increasingly 
diverse community, and these firsts reflect that diversity.  
It is our hope that as time goes on, race, gender, and 

religion become unremarkable in our consideration of 
firsts and important milestones, replaced by incredible 
performance across our education system, elimination 
of hunger, record growth in employment, and poverty 
reduction on a scale that has not been seen before. All 
of these things would make for far better history as they 
reflect advances that improve our entire community and 
world.
    RCHS will continue to do its part to make Ramsey 
County a vibrant community where all are valued and 
thrive through our core education programs and through 
the innovative Investigate MN! summer school program. 
We will continue to ensure that our history is preserved 
and the documents and artifacts that illustrate our past 
and present are accessible to all. We will publish history 
new and old and offer you and your neighbors programs 
that bring to life our history every day. 
    Everything we accomplish is because people like you 
believe in the power and value of history. Thank you for 
supporting RCHS and making all that we do possible.

Warmest regards,

Chad P. Roberts, President 

President’s Letter continued from page 2



2018-2019 Annual Report 4

ENDOWMENT FUNDS
        

       
 

The Ramsey County Historical Society has been 
fortunate to have donors contribute funds to create an 
endowment. The endowment is carefully invested to 
both grow and preserve its principal assets while 
providing ongoing support for RCHS. Last year the 
endowment provided $145,000 for programs.     
    To all the donors that have made visionary gifts to help 
ensure history is well preserved and presented in Ramsey 
County, thank you!
    If you have a particular passion for history and would 
like to help ensure the future of RCHS through a gift to 
our endowment today or as a planned gift as part of your 
estate, please contact Chad Roberts, President at 
chad@rchs.com to learn more.

Mary Livingston Griggs & Mary Griggs Burke Fund
Established in memory of two remarkable philanthropists 
and supporters of RCHS, the Mary Livingston Griggs & 
Mary Griggs Burke Fund helps ensure RCHS collections 
are well preserved and accessible to the public. This fund 
helped preserve 14,000 artifacts and more than 2.2 
million pieces of archival material, while allowing RCHS 
to address more than 1,400 research requests.

Crystal Clift Fund
Established through an estate gift to RCHS by a long-
time volunteer, this fund supports the operation of 
Gibbs Farm. The Katherine B. Andersen Fund of the 
Saint Paul Foundation has made a challenge-matching 
grant to RCHS to grow this fund to $500,000, and we are 
95% of the way to this goal. Last year this fund provided 
funds to subsidize visits for 2,000 students to Gibbs 
Farm.

Robert Bruce Farnham Fund
Created to honor Robert Bruce Farnham, the fund was 
established to strengthen the three core program areas of 
RCHS: publishing, preservation, and Gibbs Farm. Last 
year this fund helped pay for full-color printing of the 
Ramsey County History magazine and the processing of a 
dozen boxes of new archival donations, and it sponsored 
several school visits and outreach programs at Gibbs 
Farm.

Thomas. G. Mairs Fund
This recent addition to the endowment fulfills the 
donor’s desire to support core operating needs and helps 
RCHS do great work across all its programs.

Virginia B. Kunz Fund
Created in honor of Virginia B. Kunz, the Founding 
Editor of Ramsey County History, this fund provides the 
money for the Virginia B. Kunz award made every other 
year to the author of the best article published in Ramsey 
County History.

Lindley-Kunz Fund for Editorial Excellence
Created last year to recognize the contributions of 
Virginia B. Kunz (Founding Editor) and John Lindley 
(Second Editor) to the field of history publishing. 
Recognizing their work to elevate Ramsey County History 
into the top ranks of local history publications, this fund 
will provide support for all aspects of producing the 
magazine.

Howard Guthmann Fund
Established many years ago and more recently named 
after the person who inspired its creation, this is a 
working capital fund. What this means is that RCHS 
draws on it as necessary throughout the year to address 
operational costs when revenue slows down. As you 
might imagine, RCHS sees several periods of increased 
revenue every year and several relatively slow times. This 
fund allows RCHS operations to continue apace during 
those slower times. 



PUBLISHING  
            
       

There was a changing of the 
guard with the Editorial Board 
this past year with the 
retirement of the exceptional 
John Lindley, our editor since 
2006. Before his departure, 
Lindley led a redesign of the 
magazine to give it a fresh new 
look, updated our author 
agreements, and advanced 
several future book projects to the planning phase. 
His thirteen-year tenure was marked by several 
award-winning books, a constant elevation of 
editorial quality in Ramsey County History, a year 
as interim executive director, and the production 
of two documentary films.    
    In January, we welcomed Meredith Cummings 
to the editor role. Cummings arrives with excellent 
credentials from around the country, including 
experience at National Geographic magazine, in higher 
education, corporate America, and most recently at the 
Kurt Vonnegut Museum and Library, where she has 
worked as the editor-in-chief of the organization’s 

literary journal. She has 
jumped into the county 
history scene with enthu-
siasm and is expanding 
our network of historians 
and authors to bring new 
stories and voices to Ramsey 
County History. 
    This past year, we have 
added several new podcasts 
and expanded our popular 
History Revealed programs. 
Further, our donors and 
members committed 
funding to support 
publishing in two new ways.  
The Lindley-Kunz Fund for 
Editorial Excellence honors 

the tradition established by Lindley and founding editor 
Virginia B. Kunz by supporting production of the 
magazine. The new Driscoll Fellowship Fund assists 
with research and author expenses. We look forward to 
another successful year!  

In celebration of John Lindley’s 13 years as 
Editor of Ramsey County History magazine and 
many other books and publications, we recognize 
the new heights we’ve achieved in recent years. 
Therefore, RCHS established the Lindley-Kunz 
Fund for Editorial Excellence.
    The purpose of this endowed fund is to 
maintain and enhance the tradition of 
publishing excellence established by John Lindley 
and Virginia Kunz at RCHS by supporting the 
production of the Ramsey County History magazine.
    Lindley and Kunz elevated the Ramsey County 
Historical Society to the top tier of local history 
publishers in the nation through their devotion to 
publishing high-quality, insightful materials that 
explore and preserve the history of our community. 
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Lindley-Kunz Fund for 
Editorial Excellence

RCHS committed to establishing a fund named in 
their honor for the purpose of supporting continued 
excellence in publishing at the society.
    We thank all of the donors who have contributed so 
generously to the Lindley-Kunz Fund. For more 
information on the fund, or to donate, please contact 
the RCHS office at 651-222-0701.



David Kristal & Cristiana Giordano
James & Gail LaFave* 
Susan & Edwin McCarthy* 
Lawrence McGough* 
Susan & Paddy McNeely 
Jerry Meigs* through the Jerry and 
    Jeanne Meigs Fund 
Jonathan & Martha Morgan* 
Bob Muschewske & Leatta Hough* 
David & Barbara Nicholson* through 
    the Charitable Lead Trust of David O. 
    Nicholson
Ford & Catherine Nicholson 
Tom & Sally Patterson* 
Marvin J. Pertzik through the Marvin J. 
    Pertzik Foundation
Chad P. Roberts & Kristan Winters 
Ken & Nina Rothchild* 
Roxanne Sands* 
Larry & Suzanne VandenPlas* 
Paul and Carolyn Verret* 

Builders Circles Members 
The Builders Circles recognizes those 
who have donated between $100-$999 
in the past year. 

Seth & Mary Eastman Circle
Gifts between $500 and $999
Anonymous
Peter & Sally Anson* through the Sally  
    A. Anson Charitable Fund
Richard & Judy Bartz
Linda Boss*
Carolyn J. Brusseau* through the 
    Carolyn J. Brusseau Fund
Peter K. Butler*
John & Eva F. R. Cross*
Sheldon Damberg
Nancy Randall Dana*
Marybeth Dorn 
Bruce & Denise Dunnell Wells 
Thomas & Jean Fabel* 
Timothy Glines* 
Richard & Carol Gross 
John & Teresa Guthmann* 

Thank you to our generous members and supporters. We strive to include everyone in the correct categories. We apologize for 
any error or omissions. Please let us know if you believe our records are in error. 

Loyalty Circle* members have supported RCHS for more than 10 years and are designated with an asterisk (*) on the lists. 
The Ethel Stewart Heritage Society recognizes donors who have provided for RCHS in their wills with a planned gift, or with 
cumulative contributions of $10,000 or more. These members are acknowledged in BOLD type. 

RECOGNIZING OUR DONORS                      
 SUPPORT BY INDIVIDUALS

Legends Society Members 
The Legends Society recognizes those 
who have donated $1,000 and above in 
the past year. 

J.J. Hill Empire Builder Society
Gifts $10,000 and above 
Charlton Dietz* through The Dietz
    Family Fund
Roy Dorn 
William & Bonita B. Frels* through the 
    Frels Family Foundation
Louis & Kathrine Hill* 
Carl & Janet Kuhrmeyer* through the 
    Kuhrmeyer Family Foundation of the 
    Saint Paul Foundation
Joseph S. & Jane Micallef* 
Laurie Murphy* 
Richard & Nancy Nicholson* through 
    the Nancy B. Nicholson Charitable 
    Lead Trust

Frank B. Kellogg Society
Gifts between $5,000 and $9,999
Susan & Thomas Handley 
John & Ruth Huss* 
Thomas Janochoski
Betty Wold Johnson*
Art Kaemmer* through the Art and 
    Martha Kaemmer Fund of the HRK 
    Foundation 
Robert & Aimee Mairs      
Robert Stein
Jerry Woelfel & Becky Garthofner* 

Rosalie Wahl Society
Gifts between $2,500 and $4,999
Tom & Liz Boyd* 
Sue Cammack* 
Priscilla Farnham* through the 
    Farnham Charitable Fund
Jennifer Gross* 
Elizabeth Guthmann* through the 
    Guthmann Family Fund of the Saint 
    Paul Foundation

Katherine Hern 
Joan Higinbotham* 
James E. Johnson & Lucy Rosenberry 
    Jones* 
Kenneth & Judy Johnson
John W. Larson 
Richard & Margaret Lidstad* 
David M. Lilly & Bruce A. Lilly * 
    through the R.C. Lilly Fund of the 
    Saint Paul Foundation
Daniel & Margaret Sears Lindley 
Donna Morgan* through the Henry H. 
    and Donna D. Morgan Charitable  
    Fund
Todd & Martha Nicholson* through  
    The Charitable Lead Trust of Todd S. 
    Nicholson
John & Marla Ordway* through the 
    John and Marla Ordway Charitable 
    Lead Trust
Tom & Mari Oyanagi Eggum 
James & Merrie Stolpestad* 
Jon & Lea Theobald* 
Richard & Lucy Wilhoit* 

Jonathan Carver Society
Gifts between $1,000 and $2,499
Anonymous
Mary A. Anderson* 
Lawrence & Linda Bieza 
Alexandra O. Bjorklund(d)* through 
    the McCarthy-Bjorklund Foundation
Twiss & Patrick Butler* 
Darrell D. Butterwick* 
Anne Cowie* 
Charles Driscoll* 
Jo Anne & Edward Driscoll* 
Joan Duddingston 
Robert Garland* 
Jerry & Beth Geis 
Douglas Heidenreich* 
D. Ward & Shotsy Johnson* 
Esther & Martin Kellogg* 
Sandy Kiernat* 
Judy & Edward Kishel 
Sandy Klas*

Continued on page 7
* Loyalty Circle Members • Bold: Ethel Stewart Heritage Society • (d) Deceased
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Marion J. Handt* 
Lowell & Cay Hellervik 
Richard & Beverly Heydinger* 
Horace H. Irvine* 
Roger & Patricia Katzenmaier 
Judy & Steve Lewis* 
Nathaniel & Emilee Lindley 
Dusty Mairs* 
Marc & Kathy Manderscheid*
Jan McElfish & Tom Ajax 
Nancy W. McKillips 
Ben Olk*  
Mari Buscher Romero* through the 
    Buscher Foundation
Bill & Susan Sands 
Dick Sarafolean 
Raymond & Leola Schreurs* 
Evangeline Schroeder* 
Richard & Denise Sheehy 
Mollie Spillman 
Russ Sudeith 
Thomas Swain 
Margaret Walsh* 
Myrna Weyer* 
John & Annette Whaley* 
Glenn & Deborah Wiessner*

Jane & Heman Gibbs Circle 
Gifts between $250 and $499
Edward & Audrey Anderson* 
Emil & Marion Angelica 
Nina Archabal 
Caroline Baillon* through the Baillon 
    Family Foundation
Adrienne Banks* 
Donna & Kjell Bergh
James & Gail Betz*
Marie Bibus 
Julie & William Brady* 
Douglas & Dana Bruce 
Robert & Gerry L. Bullard*
Brigid Butler*
Barry & Joan Cotter  
Robert J. Dolle 
Alden Drew
Jo & Sam Emerson
Joanne A. Englund* 
Olivia & Silas Ford
Mark & Kathryn Haidet*
Trude Harmon* 
Gregory Kvam
Doug & Brenda Lamb 
Jeanne Landkamer 
George Latimer 
John M. Lindley & Meredith 
    Potter Lindley* 

Jean Ljungkull 
Bruce Lundegard*
Helen Mairs*
John & Bonnie Manthey* 
Elizabeth & John Miller* 
James R. Miller* 
Peter & Karla Myers
Peter Nguyen
Jeffrey & Diane Oertel*
Ronald Pederson*
Jay & Barbara Pfaender* 
Christine Podas-Larson* through the 
    William and Nancy Podas Art & D 
    Fund 
Leila D J Poullada*
Paul & Elizabeth Quie*
Jim Rustad
Mary Ann Schokmiller 
Thomas & Ann Schroeder* 
McNeil & Mary Seymour* 
Richard & Barbara Shank*
Stanley & Lucy Shepard*
Robert & Mavis Straughn* 
Zsolt & Marika Vincze
Harry Walsh*
Charles S. Ward* 
James Wicker
Kent & Missy Wilson

Elias Drake Circle 
Gifts between $100 and $249 
Thomas P. Achartz 
Maureen Acosta 
Brian & Bonnie Alton 
Richard Arpi* 
Lynn & Linda Ault 
Ann Aurelius 
Jeannette Bach* 
Kristin Gendron & Matthew J. 
    Bailey* 
Denis Bakke* 
Mike Banks 
Melissa Barker & Stu Wilson 
Sharon Bigot* 
Angela Bohmann 
Michael Borkan* 
Samantha Bossman 
George & Linda Bounds* 
Andrea Brainard* 
Steve A. & Gail G. Brand* 
Chris & Rita Brandt
John & Terrie Brandt 
Roger F. Burg* 
Julie Butler 
Marjorie Carr 

William Casey* 
Paul & Susan Clabo* 
Bill & Sharon Clapp* 
Chris P. Claude* 
Chris Colantti* 
Edward & Monica Cook* 
Maureen Cosgriff 
Terry & Kathy Cummings* 
Ralph & Mary Pat Davini 
Joseph Deuhs 
Cheryl Dickson 
David Downing* 
Ed & Michèle Driscoll 
Mary Jo Driscoll 
William Dunn* 
Patricia Eaves 
Dennis Eiynck 
Bill & Diane Ellis 
Patricia Emerson* 
Ronald L. Erickson 
Philip & Joanne Fabel* 
Martin Fallon 
Readus Fletcher 
Susan Foote & David Durenberger* 
Roger Forman* 
Bill Foussard 
Edward Fox* 
Larry & Patricia Frattallone 
Carolyn Ganz & Jim Olson* 
James & Joan Gardner* 
Terrence Garvey 
Therese Gauthier Silverberg 
Robert W. Geist* 
Marian Glew 
Mary & Steven Goldstein 
Timothy & Susanne Goodman 
Don & Rosemary Gruber 
Margaret Hamburger 
Kathleen Hanon 
David Hansen 
Jeff Hayes* 
Susan & Lawrence Henry 
William & Virginia Hickey*
Colleen Holm 
Richard Holy 
Dennis & Bettina Hoye 
Stanley & Karen S. Hubbard* 
Ruby Hunt* 
Jerome & Nancy Irsfeld* 
Jim & Barb Jeffers* 
Walter Johnson 
Carol R. Kelly* 
James Kenna* 
Patricia Kenny 
Elizabeth J. Keyes 

Support by Individuals continued from page 6
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Continued on page 8



* Loyalty Circle Members • Bold: Ethel Stewart Heritage Society

Teresa J. Kimker 
John & Judy Kinkead 
Brigid Klein 
Jerry & Kristi Klukas* 
Brian & Judith M. Krasnow* 
Fred A. Kueppers 
Andrew & Elizabeth Landherr 
David W. Larson* 
Jane Leonard 
Bill & Judie Lester 
James & Sharon Lewis 
William & Sarah Lightner* 
Jonathan & Donna Lindley 
Stephen and Sarah Lindley 
Kathryn Lindley Olson 
J. Nicholas Linsmayer* 
Francis & Sharon Luikart* 
Richard & Juanita Luis* 
Joseph Lutz 
Alan & Jeanne H. Maclin 
John Mannillo 
Merritt & Betty Marquardt 
Margaret M. Marrinan 
Stephanie & Phil Martineau* 
Dick & Regina McCarthy* 
William & Virginia McDonald* 
Father Kevin M. McDonough 
Maureen McGinn 
Daniel McGuiness 
Beth McLaughlin 
Heather McNeff 
Peter & Cathrine Meier* 
John Milton & Maureen Acosta* 
Patricia Mitchell 
Dan & Linda Myhre 
Deborah Nelson 
Sue Nelson 
Tom & Elinor Nicklawske 
Dick & Joan Niemiec* 
Polly O’Brien* 
Charlotte O’Connell 
Jan Odegard 
Douglas & Judith Osland 
William W. Owens* 
Gordon Peterson* 
Alexandra Piechowicz* 
Jodi Pope* 
Robert Porter 
Robyn Beth Priestley 
Peter Rachleff & Beth Cleary 
Sarah Risser 
Charlene K. Roise 
Edwin & Jennifer Ryan* 
Carol A. Sandberg 
Steven R. Saunders 
Mark & Alison Savin* 

Frank & Janelle Schlick 
Jan Schuler 
Michael Sebek 
Evelyn Senior 
Judy Sevada 
William Shea 
Terry Shima 
William & Barbara Sippel 
Thomas & Teri Skadron 
Terry & Leah Slye*  
Conrad & Ann Smith 
Janet Buetow Smith
Robert L. Smith* 
Sharon Soike 
Claudia E. Stack-Kremer 
Robert Stanich 
Evan Stanley 
Jacques & Lydie Stassart 
Alfred & Peggy Steldt* 
George Stephenson 
David & Claire Stokes 
John & Lore Stolpestad
Robert Stolpestad  
Barbara Swain 
Tom M. Swain 
John Bradley Swanson 

Margaret Swanson 
Terry Swanson & Terry Florin
Claude & Mary Ann Swayze* 
Quinn Tierney 
Richard Todd 
Bruce Toskey 
Tom Trainor & Deb Sullivan* 
Steve Trimble* 
Dale Ulrich & Julie Brunner* 
Harris & Donna Viker* through the 
    Harris and Donna Viker Charitable 
    Fund
Norman & Karen Vinnes 
Ed & Ginny Vizard* 
Mary Volk 
William & Judith Wallenta 
Margaret Wedell 
Nancy & Ted Weyerhaeuser* 
Thomas & Barbara Wiberg 
Michael & Pam Wiehe 
Nancy Wiggers 
W.T. Wilke 
Bill & Marion Wittenbreer 
Scott & Betty Wright 
Nevin & Diane Young
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Your gift to the Ramsey County Historical Society 
and Gibbs Farm enables us to preserve and present 
the history and stories of Ramsey County.

Publishing: 
The publishing program at RCHS is committed to the 
highest standards of research to ensure that all our 
publications are accurate and tell the stories of Ramsey 
County in engaging and informative articles, books, 
films, and podcasts. 
    Our award-winning magazine, Ramsey County History, 
is made available to schools and libraries throughout 
Ramsey County and the US and is available online. 
    North Star: Civil War Stories, a documentary on the 
experiences of African-Americans in Minnesota during 
the Civil War, was created in partnership with TPT and 
was nominated for a Regional Emmy. 
    Recently Custom House and Fort Snelling and the Civil 
War have garnered critical acclaim and awards. These will 
be joined by new publications in 2020 and beyond. 

    

Gibbs Farm: 
Gibbs Farm: Pathways to Dakota & Pioneer Life creates 
innovative programs and history presentations for 
students and adults, bringing to life the stories of the 
Dakota people and the pioneers and immigrants who 
shaped the history of Minnesota.
    Gibbs Farm educates over 18,000 students and adults 
per year, inspiring every visitor to learn about the history 
of our community. 
    RCHS and Gibbs Farm partners with many 
organizations that enhance our programs at the Farm, 
including the Bell Museum, The Good Acre, Dakota 
Wicohan, the Minnesota Master Naturalist program, and 
others. 

Collections: 
RCHS preserves and exhibits thousands of artifacts and 
makes available millions of documents, photographs, and 
images to researchers worldwide. 
    The Mary Griggs Burke & Mary Livingston Griggs 
Research Center provides access and research assistance 
to collections of important documents and archives. 
    The Collections program also curates and makes 
available artifacts and items that enhance the experience 
at Gibbs Farm, providing a taste of the objects that made 
up the daily lives of the Dakota and the pioneers. 

Outreach & Member Programs: 
RCHS provides programs and access to historical 
education at Gibbs Farm, the Mary Livingston Griggs & 
Mary Griggs Burke Research Center and to classrooms 
across the region. RCHS also provides author and 
historian presentations to other locations across the 
County with our History Revealed programs. We 
partner with the County and other organizations to 
provide walking tours, including at the Ramsey County 
Courthouse/Saint Paul City Hall and the Union Depot.
    Our exhibition space in the Landmark Center presents 
innovative exhibitions that reach thousands of visitors 
every year, and we have developed traveling exhibitions 
that reach thousands more.
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DONATE & SUPPORT RCHS & GIBBS FARM                      

$350 enables a writer to research and produce an 
article for Ramsey County History magazine.

$150 sponsors a History Revealed 
presentation or author talk.

$50 saves an additional box of historic 
documents and photographs.

$240 provides free craft 
activities for 160 students 
at Gibbs Farm.

$75 will support 10 student visits to 
Gibbs Farm for hands-on learning.

$500 provides 10 classroom outreach 
programs reaching 250 students.

$100 allows us to supply a year’s 
worth of Ramsey County History 
magazine to 3 local libraries.

Your gift allows us to do all this and more!
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MEMORIALS & GIFTS OF APPRECIATION  
            
       

 

In honor of Janie Bender, Samantha 
Bossman, Clare Holte, Sammy Nelson, 
Robyn Beth Priestley, and 
Mollie Spillman
Chad Roberts

In honor of Jeanne Cummings  
Michael Sebek 

In honor of Jo Anne Driscoll 
Ed & Michèle Driscoll 
Mary Jo Driscoll 
Mary & Steven Goldstein 
Brigid Klein 
Barbara Swain 
Thomas Swain
Tom M. Swain 
James Zacharski 

In honor of Priscilla Farnham
Joan Higinbotham 

In memory of Howard Guthmann  
Roger & Margaret Sorensen Ttee

In memory of Moira Harris 
Priscilla Farnham 

In honor of Ann Sloan Jaglowski
Myrna Weyer

In honor of Jo Ann Johnson 
Bette Hart 

In honor of Martha Hulings Kaemmer
Kathleen Fluegel 

In honor of Virginia Brainard Kunz
Paul & Susan Clabo

In honor of Nancy Landkamer 
Jeanne Landkamer

In memory of Ralph Thrane 
R. L. Davis 
Dick Sarafolean 
Paul Verret

In memory of William Shields Fallon
Jay Anderson 
Tim and Julie Buchholtz 
Darrell D. Butterwick 
David Cornell 
Terry & Kathy Cummings 
Thomas & Colleen Davern 
Robin Doroshow 
Martin Fallon 
Priscilla Farnham 
Mark & Dianne Gibbs 
Richard Holy 
Joan Hunstiger 
Sheila Kennedy 
Joseph & Susan Klimek 
Fred A. Kueppers 
Andrew & Elizabeth Landherr 
Patrick Landherr 
Jerome & Carolyn Larson 
Jason Lien 
Pamela Roemer 
John & Jean Noack 
Robert Onan 
Jason Pass 
Leo Riegert 
James & Kathleen Russell 
Pam & Will Stein 
Joseph Twomey 
William & Judith Wallenta 
Richard & Lucy Wilhoit 

Thank you for the gifts in memory or honor of the following individuals: 

In honor of John Lindley, contributions 
to the Lindley-Kunz Endowment Fund 
Maureen Acosta through the 
    Metropolitan State University 
    Foundation
Tom & Liz Boyd 
Anne Cowie
Charlton Dietz
Charles Driscoll 
Jo Anne & Edward Driscoll
Joanne A. Englund 
Priscilla Farnham 
Jennifer Gross
John & Teresa Guthmann
Douglas Heidenreich
Katherine Hern 
Richard & Beverly Heydinger 
Joan Higinbotham
John & Ruth Huss 
Jonathan & Donna Lindley 
Nathaniel and Emilee Lindley 
Stephen and Sarah Lindley 
Daniel & Margaret Sears Lindley
Kathryn Lindley Olson 
Eileen & James McCormack 
Maureen McGinn 
Jerry Meigs
Richard & Nancy Nicholson
Jan Odegard 
Jeffrey & Diane Oertel 
Tom & Mari Oyanagi Eggum
Chad P. Roberts 
Roxanne Sands
James & Merrie Stolpestad 
Paul Verret
Glenn & Deborah Wiessner
Richard & Lucy Wilhoit 
Jerry Woelfel 

Gibbs Farm provided on-site or outreach programs for 
18,000 students from 196 schools.
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MEMORIALS & GIFTS OF APPRECIATION  
            
       

 

Corporate Supporters
Allina Health System
Anonymous
Community Housing Corporation
Mairs and Power, Inc.
Maslon LLP
Minnesota Historical Society
Saint Paul Garden Club
Saint Paul Riverfront Corporation
Securian Financial
UBS Financial Services, Inc.
Waldmann Brewery & Wurstery

Foundations
AHS Legacy Fund
Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund of the HRK Foundation
Boss Foundation
Dellwood Foundation
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation
Hardenbergh Foundation
Harlan Boss Foundation for the Arts
Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation
Katherine B. Andersen Fund
Margaret Rivers Fund
Patrick & Aimee Butler Family Foundation
R.C. Lilly Foundation Fund
Roseville Area Community Foundation
Target Foundation
Thrivent Financial Foundation
Trillium Family Foundation

Magazine Sponsors
Clara M. Claussen and Frieda H. Claussen
    In memory of Henry H. Cowie, Jr.
Reuel D. Harmon
International Institute of Minnesota
Midland Hills Country Club
James A. Stolpestad and the AHS Legacy Fund
Tazewell Condominium Association

FOUNDATIONS, CORPORATIONS, & ORGANIZATIONS          
       

In-Kind Donors
Agropur/Schroeder’s Dairy 
AAW Gallery of Wood Art
Augeo Marketing
Bell Museum  
Jim Blase
Richard Burnett
Mark Chookiatsirichai   
Comcast
Commodore Restaurant 
    and Bar
D’Amico & Sons
Dodge Nature Center- 
   Don Oberdorfer
DTS, Inc.
Dan Frye
East Side Freedom Library
Glensheen Mansion
The Good Acre 

Thank you to the foundations, corporations, and 
organizations that supported RCHS in 2018-2019. 

Hennepin History Museum
Landmark Center 
Minnesota Museum of 
    American Art 
Bob Muschewske 
Nology Networks
North Oaks Golf Club
Robyn Beth Priestley
Roseville Library
Saint Paul Highland Library
Saint Paul Media
Mollie Spillman
Jen Strom
Waldmann Brewery & 
   Wurstery
White Bear Lake Area 
    Historical Society

Government Supporters  

City of Saint Paul 
Cultural STAR Program 

Projects were made possible in 

part by the Institute of 

Museum and Library Services.

Funds provided by the State of 

Minnesota through the 

Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund 

administered by the Minnesota 

Historical Society.

RCHS assisted 1,445 researchers by phone, 
email, or in person, and volunteers scanned 
and uploaded 11,899 images.

Over 1,900 people took tours of the Union 
Depot and the Ramsey County Courthouse/
St. Paul City Hall led by RCHS volunteers.
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Richard Arpi, Research Associate
Janie Bender, Gibbs Farm Outreach & 
   Youth Programs Manager
Samantha Bossman, Development Officer
Kassie Bradshaw-Kmitch, Courthouse 
   Tour Coordinator
Meredith Cummings, Editor
Andrea Doane, Gardener
Nikki Garnjobst, Development & 
    Adminsitrative Assistant
Clare Holte, Gibbs Farm Volunteer & 
   Adult Programs Manager
John Lindley, Editor
Jan McElfish, Gibbs Farm Office Manager
Sammy Nelson, Gibbs Farm Site Manager
Janet Odegard, Accountant
Robyn Beth Priestley, Membership & 
    Marketing Manager
Chad P. Roberts, President
Mollie Spillman, Curator/Archivist

Interns
Louisa Akota 
Hannah Bergstedt 
Claire Davis
Shara Mafiz

STAFF 2018-2019                     

Directors Emeriti
W. Andrew Boss
George A. Mairs
Richard T. Murphy, Sr. 

Honorary Advisory Board 
William Fallon
William Finney
George Latimer
Joseph S. Micallef
Marvin J. Pertzik
James Reagan

President
Chad P. Roberts

Jo Anne Driscoll, Chair
Jerry Woelfel, First Vice Chair
Mari Oyanagi Eggum, Second Vice Chair
Susan McNeely, Secretary
Kenneth H. Johnson, Treasurer

Jo Emerson
Thomas Fabel
Martin Fallon
Tim Glines
John Guthmann
Susan Handley
Richard B. Heydinger, Jr.
Judy Kishel
David Kristal
Carl Kuhrmeyer
Robert W. Mairs
Jeffry Martin
Father Kevin M. McDonough
James Miller
Jonathan H. Morgan
Robert Muschewske
Chad P. Roberts
Roxanne Sands
George T. Stephenson
James Stolpestad
Chris Taylor

RAMSEY COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Board of Directors 
2018-2019 

            
       

Gibbs Farm Interpretive Staff
Nick Anderson 
Kassie Bradshaw-Kmitch
Cassidy Bruggeman 
Andrea Doane
Josh Doane 
Kyle Duesler
Kelly Freshwater 
Mary Greger
Robert Harley 
Lee Hartzheim
Katja Hernandez 
Katherine Jordahl
Jesse Martone 
Mason Maschke
Mallory Meredith 
Andy Monserud
Margot Olsen 
Laura Paynter
Tina Putney 
Eric Schulzetenberg
Mary Jo Skinner 
Andrea Turonie-Nehring
Walli White 
Mandy Wintheiser
Kristina Youso Connoy 
Gemma Zahradka
Katrina Zahradka

Over 30,000 visitors attended RCHS and Gibbs 
Farm programs, events, and exhibitions. 
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Group Volunteers
AFSA High School
Augeo
Como Zoo and 
    Conservatory Youth 
    Engagement Program 
Scout Troop 297

Individuals
Kristin Anderson 
Adam Arvidson
Ann Aurelius
Mary Austad
Alyssa Auten
Nancy Bader
Joe Baltrokonis
Nathan Behrens
James B. Bell
Jeff Bender
Daniel Bergin
Robin Bowden
Thomas H. Boyd
Gary Bruggeman
Jessica Burger
Ramona Burger
Holly Camillo
Melvin Carter II
Mark Chookiatsirichai
Ali Colburn
Anne Cowie
Cathy Croghan
Peter DeCarlo
Kelly Deutschman
John Diers
Martin Dillmann
David Downes
Eric Dregni
Elizabeth Duclos-Orsello
Colleen Duffy
Joann Ellis
Rachel Farnham
Sharon Flaherty
Sherrie Flaherty
Susan Bartlett Foote
Dan Frye
Denis P. Gardner
Gary F. Gleason
Kitty Gogins
Jill Goski
William D. Green
Mark Haidet

VOLUNTEERS IN 2018-2019  

Cindy Hanson
Krista Finstad Hanson
Moira Harris
Pat Harty
Lisa L. Heinrich
Kathy Henderson
Natalie Heneghan
Erica Hollinsgsworth
Mark Holte
Doug Hoverson
Chris Hughes
Kerri Hutchinson
Pat Jarvis
Anne Kaplan
Leif Klarqvist
Kari Klaustermeier
Kevin Koontz
Brian Krasnow
Alan K. Lathrop
Bill Lindeke
John Lindley
Bruce Loeschen
Jonathan Lundberg
Marc Manderscheid
Joe May
Eileen McCormack
Grant Merritt
John Milton
Katelyn Morken
Laurie M. Murphy
Gunnar Nelson
Paul D. Nelson

We would like to thank the following volunteers for their outstanding service to RCHS in 2018-2019. 

Richard H. Nicholson
Jeremy Nienow
Stephen Osman
Jay Pfaender
Jennifer Porwit
Janice Quick
Peter Rachleff
David Riehle
Kathy Robbins
Lucy Rosenmeier
Earl Ross
Paul Schneider-Krumpus
Tom Schroeder
Ray & Leola Schreurs
Barbara Sommer
Terry Swanson
Andrea Swensson
Andrea Szondy
Darren Tobolt
Bruce Toskey
Steve Trimble 
Jane Trosdahl
Heidi Varberg
Ed Vizard
Robert Vogel
Dick & Dalene Waskey
David Wellington
Nancy Wellington
Frank White
Kelsey Wieberdink
Mary Lethert Wingerd

Gibbs Farm Youth 
Interns
Johanna Anderson 
Bridgette Bell
Gretchen Bell
Amelie Brazelton
Madeline Brazelton
Penelope Brazelton
Jolene Brown
Miranda Brown
Caylia Camillo
Taylor Canas
Caitlyn Coyle
Madeline Drake
Grace Dueber
Maren Durand
Rachel Durand
Kate Ericksen
Kathleen Fenn
Jenna Giles
Eva Hanson
Ilyeria Hernandez
Siri Hokanson
Mya Jewison
Greta Kloos
Josh LaRue
Izzi Lauer
Paige Lecuyer
Kathrine McDermott
Niamh Mee
Ruth Mellin
Max Mohs
Johanna Nassif
Andrew Nehring
Ella Nehring
MC Nienow
Marjanne O’Hara-David
Jesse Robertson
Ava Schaffhausen
Martha Slaven
Christina Solle
Erin Strege
Juliet Tharaldson
Gabriella Townsend
Izzy Truscio
Mercede Truscio

Volunteers spent over 14,500 hours helping 
RCHS and Gibbs Farm run smoothly.



“quote 25-30 words
quote
quote

quote” 

- Private School Third Grade Teacher
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The Mary Livingston Griggs & Mary Griggs Burke 
Research Center
RCHS staff assisted 1,445 researchers through the Mary 
Livingston Griggs & Mary Griggs Burke Research Center. 
Providing access to 641 linear feet of archival and 
photographic collections, the research center is the 
permanent home to about 2.8 million pieces of paper. 
These collections include St. Paul Building Permits, St. 
Paul City Directories, plat maps, and 141 varied archival 
collections.
    Last year, RCHS made 11,899 images from its photo 
collection available online and is uploading more every 
few months. See http://rchs.pastperfectonline.com to view 
and search them.  
    Access to these collections is supported by members and 
the Mary Livingston Griggs & Mary Griggs Burke Fund. 

Acquisitions
RCHS collects and cares for artifact, archival, library, and 
photograph collections, including the materials donated 
by 73 donors last year. Some new acquisitions include 
the book, Walk on the East Side: Pictures and Stories from 
Residents of St. Paul’s East Side (2017), an egg grading scale 
made by The Specialty Mfg. Co. in 1924, a directory: 
Calvary Cemetery v. 1–3 (1841-1896),  programs and maps 
of Peanuts on Parade (2000-2004), a collection of Fisher 
Nut containers, and a sewing machine with paperwork 
and invoice from the Payne Avenue Singer store (1957). 
Another significant collection is Steve Madole’s Architrave 
reference book collection from his 30+ years of work as an 
historically minded architect. This book collection, 
currently being processed, includes reference books for 
preservation architects, homeowners, house renovators, 
contractors, and anyone interested in historic methods and 
how to adapt that knowledge to modern work.

Preservation
With the support of the Arts & Cultural Heritage Fund, 
RCHS continues to improve its preservation and access to 
collections. The Tellstar News broadcast tapes, as well as 
many films from the Griggs Burke family, The House of 
Hope Presbyterian Church, Peace United Church of Christ, 
and Rotary Club of Saint Paul and Saint Paul Jaycees were 
digitized and are being processed.

Exhibitions
With the support of the Arts & Cultural Heritage Fund, 
RCHS worked with The Museum Lady, Claudia 

COLLECTIONS, EXHIBITS, & RESEARCH 
            

       
 

2018-2019 Donations to the RCHS Collections
RCHS thanks the following organizations and 
individuals for their donations to the RCHS object and 
archive collections: 

Linda Ahrens
Melodee Beckman
Mary Ann Berglund 
Roy Close
Dakota City Historical 
    Society
Alida Decoster
Claire Decoster
Rose Dorer
Douglas County Historical 
    Society
Georgia Dreher
Mary Beth Ebert
Elaine Ekstedt
Joseph Errigo
Scott Fischer
Betsy Frederick
Rita Frundt
Marie Gehring
Thomas Gehring
Ruth Glende
Amy Goerwitz
Nancy Granowski
Jennifer Gross
Susan Handley
Susan Hanes
Moira Harris
Carol Haskensen
History Center of Olmsted 
    County
Ruth Ann Hofmeister
Tim Hornseth
Hugh Huelster
Irvine Park Association
Teresa Jacobsen
Larry Jaehnert
Irene & Gene Josephs
Patti Katzmark
John Kerwin
Elli King
John King
Greg Kishel

Jean Kogl
Lake City Historical Society
Kay Larson
Seale Lea
Mike Lovett
Steve Lydon
Carol MacAllister
Steve Madole
John Mannillo
Sara Markoe Hanson
Marie Martek
Jane McClure
Diane McIntyre
Jerry Meigs
Minnesota Genealogical 
    Society
Anita Nelson
Carolea Nord
Joe O’Connell
Mary Ann Ogden
Marilyn Paulos 
Robert Porter
Janice Quick
Margie Renn
Rice County Historical Society
Paul Runquist
Mary Saboe
Janelle Schlick
William Shannon
John Slater
St. Clair County Historical 
    Society
Jim Stolpestad
Steve Trimble
Andy Ubel
Scott Van
Ann Walton
Rick Wilhoit
Winona County Historical 
    Society
John Wolak
Kent Zoya

Nicholson, and Dr. Barbara Scott to create a plan for We 
Persisted, an exhibition scheduled to open in September 
2020. The exhibition will explore local suffragists who 
worked to pass the 19th Amendment in Minnesota and 
nationally, as well as their philosophical activist 
descendants. Original artwork will be created for this 
exhibition and added to the RCHS permanent collection.
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GIBBS FARM IN 2018-2019            
       

 
Gibbs Farm reached 18,000 students from over 40 school 
districts in Fiscal Year 2019. These children learned 
about Dakota and pioneer life in the 1800s through field 
trips to the site and outreach programs. Gibbs Farm field 
trips and outreach programs are unique in that they 
offer students hands-on experiences focused on the early 
Minnesota pioneer Jane Gibbs, her family, and her rela-
tionship with the Dakota of Cloud Man’s Village (located 
at present day Bde Maka Ska). For the 2018-2019 school 
year, Gibbs Farm also welcomed over 2,000 
kindergartners from St. Paul Public Schools to the site 
(funded by a 3M grant to SPPS). 
    Gibbs Farm offered 7 hands-on summer day camps 
this past year. These were attended by over 700 
children ages 4-15. This summer, we debuted a new 
camp, Pioneer Survivor. This camp, for middle-school 
children, tested the campers’ pioneer life skills by 
having them compete in 19th century farm chores, 
household tasks, and one-room-schoolhouse exercises. 
Campers also took an in-depth look at early pioneer life 
in Minnesota. 
    Last year, we introduced adult-only programs at the 
Gibbs Farm site. These programs were started in 
partnership with The Good Acre, a local community 
food hub for farmers and chefs alike. Chef Yia Vang of 
Union Hmong Kitchen led three open-fire cooking 

sessions for over 40 guests at each event. This summer, 
Vang returned for a sold-out Kamayan Feast, and two 
more chefs will present open-fire demos later this 
summer. We also have had several successful evening 
tours of the Gibbs Historic Farmhouse, providing a 
detailed look at the Gibbs family and their home. 
    Once again Gibbs Farm had the opportunity to work 
closely with Dakota Wicohan and the Bell Museum. 
Dakota Wicohan (an organization with a mission “to 
revitalize Dakota as a living language, and through it, 
transmit Dakota lifeways to future generations”) 
attended Prairie Festival and hosted their Allies Event in 
the fall. Gibbs Farm and the Bell Museum hosted stu-
dents from The Blake School for a duel-museum day in 
the spring. Students started at the Bell Museum for a tour 
and planetarium show then experienced a Dakota tour at 
Gibbs. 
    Ramsey County helped preserve Gibbs this past year, 
managing two roof replacements and replacing an HVAC 
system. We are grateful to Ramsey County for 70 years of 
support and their continued commitment to RCHS as we 
work to remodel the Red Barn.
    A big thank you to our wonderful staff, volunteers, and 
partners in the community! You are an irreplaceable part 
of what makes Gibbs Farm a fun education destination. 

Gibbs Farm hosted over 4,800 visitors and 
over 700 day campers for summer programs.
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EQUITY AND INCLUSION                       

The Ramsey County Historical Society (RCHS) has been 
selected by the American Alliance of Museums (AAM)
as one of a cohort of 51 museums across the country to 
participate in a new intitiative, Facing Change: Advancing 
Museum Board Diversity & Inclusion. This unprecedented 
national initiative to diversify museum boards and 
leadership is taking place across 5 US cities and includes 
a cross-section of museums of all types and sizes.   

Supported by three foundations (The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, Alice L. Walton Foundation, and Ford 
Foundation), this initiative will provide the framework, 
training, and resources for museum leaders to build 
inclusive cultures within their institutions that more ac-
curately reflect the communities they serve. 

“Building a more inclusive museum field is achievable 
only with museums, trustees and leaders committed to 
long-term change and improvement,” said Laura Lott, 
president and CEO of the American Alliance of 
Museums.  “Museum boards, in particular, set the tone 
for their institutions and are well positioned to be agents 
of change.”

The Ramsey County Historical Society has been trusted 
to preserve the history of the people and institutions in 
Ramsey County for seventy years. Enhancing our 
leadership to ensure inclusive representation of 
everybody who calls this community home is a strategic 
priority that RCHS has been actively and strategically 
pursuing, including developing an Equity and 
Inclusion Statement and a Task Force charged with 
actively implementing the statement. The full Equity 
and Inclusion Statement is available on our website at: 
https://www.rchs.com/about/initiatives-projects/. 

The Facing Change program will bring more resources 
from across the country to help elevate and accelerate 
this important work and enable RCHS to learn from the 
efforts of other museums. We are looking forward to 
working with our peers and colleagues to help address 
this nationwide challenge through our efforts here in 
Minnesota’s capital county. 

We are honored to be included in this national effort 
that is so important to the future of museums and 
communities across the country. When museum 
leadership is inclusive of the community that the 

institution serves, it helps ensure the community’s 
ownership and participation in the museum’s mission, 
goals, and programs.

In 2017, AAM and BoardSource examined museum 
board leadership and found a disconnect in the area of 
diversity and inclusion. The survey revealed that nearly 
half (46 percent) of museum boards are entirely white, 
and 77 percent of museum directors believe expanding 
the racial and ethnic diversity of their boards is 
important to advancing their missions, but only 10 
percent of museum boards have developed a plan of ac-
tion to become more inclusive. 

A recent survey by the Mellon Foundation demonstrated 
that employment in the US museum sector does not 
reflect the makeup of the communities these institutions 
serve, despite decades of local and national efforts. 
Participation in the Facing Change initiative will help 
RCHS address both of these concerns. 

RCHS and Gibbs Farm partnered with many 
organizations to provide quality programs for 
adults and children, including Dakota Wicohan, 
who performed at Prairie Festival.


