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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated: 
From Alpha to Mu Omega and Beyond 

Steve trimble

On January 15, 1908, Howard University stu-
dent Ethel Hedgeman (Lyle) and eight other 
student leaders established Alpha Kappa Alpha 
(AKA) Sorority, the first intercollegiate African 
American sorority in the nation. The organi-
zation incorporated in 1913. Upon graduation, 
most early initiates became working profession-
als, including educators. There were no actual 
club houses. Members gathered at homes, host-
ing teas and social activities. Their mission was 
to “be supreme in service to all mankind.”1

One of the charter members at Howard was 
Beulah E. Burke, who graduated with an educa-
tion degree.2 In addition to the Alpha Chapter 
at Howard, Burke helped found three other 
undergraduate chapters before taking a teach-
ing job in Kansas City, Kansas, at the Sumner 
School. In 1920, she was one of several charter 
members of AKA’s newest chapter—Lambda 
Graduate Chapter, in Kansas City, Missouri. 
It was renamed Beta Omega in 1922, the year 
Burke served as chapter president. Two Sumner 
School connections—teacher Mary Clifford and 
Ethel Jones Mowbray, wife of instructor George 
Mowbray and one of the early members of the 
Alpha Chapter at Howard University—were 
also charter members.3 

Two years later on May 10, 1924, Burke, 
Sumner teacher Frances Kealing (Hayden), and 
others helped charter Mu Omega, the elev-
enth graduate chapter, in Kansas City, Kansas. 

According to Martha A. Carpenter, the current 
historian of the chapter, the community in 
which the early members served was ripe and 
ready for Mu Omega. The women felt it was time 
as a race to be reckoned with and to achieve 
fuller participation in all phases of social ad-
vances: city, county, and state democracy.4

By year’s end, Mowbray transferred member-
ship from the Beta Omega Chapter, and Scottie 
Primus Davis joined as a new initiate.5

Alpha Kappa Alpha’s mission centers around 
service, scholarship, and sisterhood. It has 
grown to 320,000 collegiate members and 
alums, with 1,038 chapters in forty-two states, 
the District of Columbia, one territory, and ten 
international chapters.6

Its signature program mentors students 
in their efforts to enter college, providing in-
formation on historically Black colleges and 
universities, awarding scholarships, and sup-
porting students as they begin their college 
careers. Chapters raise community awareness 
about critical health issues and building wealth, 
as well as exposing students to arts enrichment 
and culture.7

Locally, in 1922, Eta Chapter was chartered 
at the University of Minnesota, and in 1948, a 
graduate chapter—Delta Phi Omega—was es-
tablished.8 Today, many members from Delta 
Phi Omega also belong to the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul (MN) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated.9
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