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Dakhóta Language Histories: Suggested Reading
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F or many generations, US policymakers and settlers attempted to destroy the Dakhóta language and Dakhóta oyáte. 
This history requires greater public understanding in Minnesota and beyond. The following sources offer starting 

points for learning about Dakhóta history and how Dakhóta people have sustained their language despite violent 
US  policies. It is important to remember, as the scholar Waziyatawiŋ writes, that “the Dakota have a rich and complex 
past that far exceeds what can be found in an archive.” 
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