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It Takes a Village

Building Community in the 
Hamline Midway Neighborhood

krista finstad hanson

Henry Schae,gen, 77 years old, 754 North 
Hamline [A]venue, for the past 40 years 
associated with the development of the 
Midway district, died Saturday night at his 
home a-er a month’s illness. 

Mr. Schae,gen was born in Germany and 
came to St. Paul 48 years ago. Shortly a-er 
coming here, he entered the real estate and 
contracting business. 

He was a Mason and a member of United 
Commercial Travelers. Surviving are his 
widow, Annie Dora, and two daughters, 
Dora S. and Mrs. Theodore H. Mertens all 
of St. Paul. . . .¹

H enry Schae,gen’s 1935 notice of death was 
brief—as most obituaries of regular, every-

day people tend to be. But there’s also usually 
something extraordinary about most people, as 
was the case with Mr. Schae,gen. You see, over 
decades, he helped create an ordinary, everyday 
neighborhood in St. Paul’s Midway—a place 
that ordinary residents called and continue to 
call home.

Welcome to Hamline Midway
St. Paul’s Hamline Midway is a vibrant neigh-
borhood that makes up Planning District 11 
(Hamline Midway Coalition) bordered by Uni-
versity Avenue and Pierce Butler Route on the 
south and north ends and Lexington Avenue to 
Transfer Road to the east and west.²

In 2024, Hamline Midway is filled with his-
toric schools, a library, churches, commercial 
properties, and parks. Public buildings display 
a variety of architectural styles with designs 
by recognized architects including Charles  A. 
Bassford, Emma  F. Brunson, Carl  H. Buetow, 

Barry Byrne, Fred Slifer and Frank Abrahamson, 
Charles Hausler, Warren Hayes, Clarence  H. 
Johnston, Sr., Clarence “Cap” Wigington, and 
others.³ The neighborhood is centered around 
Hamline University. All told, this built envi-
ronment displays many different architectural 
styles from the last 150 years.

Hamline Midway is also filled with modest 
houses—bungalows and co,ages constructed 
mostly by local contractors in the nineteen teens 
and 1920s through the heart of the Great De-
pression. This includes the 1162-1218 “block” of 
Englewood Avenue (Capitol Avenue when most 
were built), between Griggs and Dunlap Avenues. 

 This section of the street features fourteen 
houses on the north side of Englewood and four-
teen on the south side. It also includes an alley 
house at 760 Griggs Avenue (also referred to as 
1217 Capitol), which was built in 1916, making it 
the oldest house on the “block.”⁴

These houses were originally owned and 
built by contractors and some of the work crew 

The 1162-1218 section 
of Englewood Avenue 
in the Hamline Midway 
neighborhood is the set-
ting for this short history. 
Metro Regional Parcel 
Dataset, 2024, distrib-
uted through Minnesota 
Geospatial Commons 
and The Minnesota 
Geospatial Image Server, 
2020 7-county Twin Cities 
imagery, provided by 
Minnesota Geospatial 
Information Office.
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who lived near this new development.⁵ Early 
on, the homes belonged to immigrants or the 
children of immigrants from Germany, Italy, 
Norway, Scotland, Sweden, and Switzerland—
people who had come to St. Paul to start their 
lives anew. 

In the second and third decades of the 
twentieth century, developer Henry Schae,gen 
owned much of the land and many of the houses 
on the 1162-1218 “block,” which his son-in-law, 
Theodore Mertens, helped build. The two Ger-
man immigrants lived just two blocks away, next 
door to one another on Hamline Avenue.

Turning an eagle-eye toward the develop-
ment of this section of Englewood Avenue spe-
cifically will highlight how immigrants worked 
together with American-born city leaders and 
across ethnic groups to build not only blocks of 
buildings but, most importantly, community.

Early History
The Hamline Midway neighborhood is located 
on the ancestral lands of the Dakota and Anishi-
naabe people—land stolen through a series of 
broken treaties as a new territory and eventual 
state evolved.

In the 1830s to ’50s, European and Métis 
fur traders drove oxcarts loaded with furs and 
supplies through the area from the Red River 
Se,lement and Pembina. Their final destina-
tions? Fort Snelling and awaiting riverboats 
on the Mississippi in the town that would soon 
become St. Paul.⁶

On March 3, 1849, Sen. Stephen A. Douglas 
of Illinois, proposed adding Minnesota as a 
territory. It was soon established, and St. Paul 
became its capital. President Zachary Taylor 
appointed Alexander Ramsey, a native Penn-
sylvanian and two-term US representative from 
that state as territorial governor.⁷

The ninety-acre plat of “Saint Paul Proper” 
was entered that same year, a-er which blocks 
and lots were deeded to early owners. Wealthy, 
East Coast businessmen bought the original 
land patents from the federal government and 
made, or sometimes lost, a fortune, speculating 
in land development.⁸

From the Abstract of Title for the home at 
1198 Englewood Avenue, the original plat for 
Township 29, Range 23 was surveyed in 1847 by 
Deputy Surveyor Isaac N. Higbee. The east half 

of the southeast quarter of Section 27, Township 
29, Range 23 was sold by the United States to 
“Justice C. Ramsey” [sic] on October 18, 1849.⁹ 

Justus sold the patent to his brother, Alexan-
der, on July 17, 1854. Various deeds and mortgages 
were bought and sold over ensuing years. History 
buffs will recognize the names of some owners, 
including Horace Thompson (capitalist), William 
L. Banning (president of the St. Paul and Duluth 
Railroad and namesake of Banning State Park), 
William R. Marshall (fi-h governor of Minne-
sota), Greenleaf Clark (associate justice, Minne-
sota Supreme Court), and others.¹⁰

In 1857, St. Paul’s population was close to 
10,000. On May 11, 1858, Minnesota joined the 
Union as the thirty-second state. Soon, a rail-
road cut between St. Paul and Minneapolis, 
across the northern part of today’s Hamline 
Midway neighborhood. An 1867 map of Ramsey 
County indicates this area was then part of Rose 
Township.¹¹

The land where 1162-1218 Englewood Ave-
nue is located was a 240-acre plot owned by 
Alexander Ramsey, Jones, Sharp, Hewi, & Cof-
fey. The men also owned 160 acres due south of 
that plot and another thirty-acre plot southeast 
of Como Lake.¹²

In 1854, a group of Methodists had estab-
lished Minnesota’s first university in Red Wing, 
naming it Hamline University. Because of the 
Financial Panic of 1857 and loss of enrollment 
due to the US Civil War, among other reasons, 
the school closed in 1869. It eventually moved 
its campus to St. Paul, thanks, in part, to a gi- of 
eighty acres located between St. Paul and Min-
neapolis from a,orney Girart Hewi,. Hamline 
University first pla,ed fourteen blocks of the 
neighborhood, where Methodist ministers and 
professors established their homes. The school 
then sold much of the gi-ed land to finance 
construction of the new campus, opening the 
neighborhood to more development.¹³

Hamline University opened in St. Paul in 1880 
with sixty students. Englewood Avenue, which 
runs along the south edge of Hamline’s cam-
pus, was known briefly as University Avenue. It 
was then renamed Capitol Avenue. Most of the 
homes constructed by Schae,gen and Mertens 
forty years later were on Capitol.¹⁴

On May 4, 1882, former Governor Marshall 
(1866-1870) and his wife, Abby, sold a warranty 
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deed of forty acres, which was the southeast 
quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 27, 
Township  29, Range 23, to Celestia B. Gilbert 
and Newington, her farmer husband. The new 
“Gilbert’s Addition” spanned eight blocks and 
included the 1162-1218 section of Capitol (En-
glewood) Avenue. The Gilberts came from New 
York but had been living in Washington County, 
Minnesota, as early as 1860.¹⁵

In 1885, the city annexed and incorporated 
the Hamline Midway area. 

The streetcar lines helped put in place 
St. Paul as it is today. Suburbs that had 
sprung up beyond Lexington Avenue, 
St. Paul’s western boundary until 1887, 
were linked to the city by both streetcars 
and railroads’ ‘short lines.’ Surrounded by 
groves of trees and rolling farmlands, real 
estate developments clustering around 
commercial cores grew into separate 
villages, and then expanded into city 
neighborhoods.¹⁶

Once the land was subdivided and pla,ed, 
new residents moved in. The waves of immi-
grants coming to America peaked and fell as the 
wars and famines in Europe peaked and as US 
politics dictated who could come for however 
long the window of opportunity to immigrate 
was open.

Residents of Hamline village banded to-
gether to form civic and cultural groups to sup-
port each other and their new neighborhood. 
Members of the Hamline Commercial Club, the 
Freemasons, and the Hancock School Mother’s 
Group were key players.¹⁷

The first two churches—Hamline Methodist 
and Knox Presbyterian—were housed on the 
Hamline University campus until they secured 
their own locations in 1900 and 1914, respec-
tively, through the fundraising efforts of their 
separate Ladies’ Aid Societies. Annie Schae,gen 
with the Ladies’ Aid Society of the Knox Presby-
terian Church was an active member.¹⁸ 

From 1902 to 1908, neighbors linked to the 
Hamline Improvement Association worked with 
the city and the Norwegian Lutheran Seminary 
to vacate lots to create Horton Park, bordered by 
Minnehaha and Capitol Avenues and Albert and 
Hamline Avenues.¹⁹

In 1908, villagers started a lending library at 
a millinery shop on Snelling Avenue. This shop 
later moved to the basement of Florian’s Phar-
macy at the corner of Snelling and Minnehaha. 
By 1920, residents and members of the Hamline 
Commercial Club (including Henry Schae,gen) 
had raised $3,000 to purchase three lots at this 
corner to build a bigger library.²⁰ 

As advocates continued to press city leaders 
toward their goal of a new library, an “Exhaus-
tive Library Survey” was conducted to learn 
more about area dwellers:

According to the census of 1920 the popu-
lation of this district is 17,700. . . . It was 

A section of L. G. Bennet’s 1861 map of Ramsey County shows the part of Rose Township that 
became the Hamline Midway neighborhood. In the southeast corner is the 240-acre plot owned 
at that time by “Ramsey, Jones, Sharp, Hewitt & Coffee.” This is the current location of 1162-1218 
Englewood Avenue. Courtesy of Donald L. Empson Archives.

This early image of 
Hamline University’s 
Ladies Hall and 
University Hall shows 
the open prairie when 
the school was first 
built. Courtesy of retired 
Hamline University 
Archivist Candice Hart.
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found that most of the residents could read 
the English language; that the Germans 
and their descendants predominated, with 
the Swedish second and the Norwegian 
third. Other foreign-born people in the 
district were Danes, Bohemians, Scotch, 
Irish, English, Jews, Russians, Italians and 
Dutch.²¹

It would take another decade, but in 1930, 
Hamline Library opened its doors, becom-
ing the center of the burgeoning and diverse 
community.²²

A Closer Look at Henry Schaettgen
On December 16, 1876, eighteen-year-old Hein-
rich (Henry) Schae,gen immigrated to New 
York from the German port of Hamburg. ²³

The Baden-born Shae,gen eventually made 
his way to Gu,enberg, Iowa, where, as a twenty-
three-year-old, he lived with G. F. and Philipine 
Wiest. He worked as a store clerk.²⁴

In a late-May wedding in 1885, Schae,gen 
married Wisconsin-born Annie Dora Daacke—a 
daughter of German immigrants—in Grant 
County, Wisconsin. Within three years, they 
were parents to two daughters—Dora Sophia, 
born March 30, 1886, in Iowa, and Rose Marie, 
born July 4, 1888, in St. Paul.²⁵

Schae,gen worked about twenty-five years 
as a traveling salesman selling crockery for 
Wemo, Howard & Co Agents at 358-387 Jack-
son Street. The company sold wholesale china, 
glassware, and crockery. The Schae,gen family 
resided at 1271 Capitol Avenue near the north 
corner of Syndicate Avenue through 1906.²⁶

Around 1907, the Schae,gens, including two 
grown daughters, moved to 754 Hamline Avenue 
on the northeast corner of Capitol. Contractor 
and developer Joseph Sweitzer built the home, 
which stood across the street from the newly 
developed Horton Park and the Norwegian Lu-
ther Seminary.²⁷ 

Between 1910 and 1920, Schae,gen changed 
professions. Still listed as a salesman in the 1910 
US Census, he’s noted in the 1920 document as 
a “builder” in the industry of “houses.” He was 
also listed as a cement contractor.²⁸ 

The Schae,gen women—Annie, Dora, and 
Rose—were active and involved in the commu-
nity. Mother and daughters were musical and 

o-en performed piano and violin recitals, orga-
nized fundraisers, and hosted dinners, as noted 
in “Hamline Society” blurbs, which appeared in 
the Saint Paul Daily Globe and the Star Tribune. 
As an adult, Dora joined the music faculty at 
Macalester College.²⁹

At some point, Schae,gen began ge,ing in-
volved in real estate development. He worked 
with builder Herman Elmer to construct nine 
houses (possibly rental properties), all except 
two—from 736 to 776 Hamline Avenue between 
Minnehaha and Seminary—from 1906 to 1922.³⁰

Schaettgen also owned or developed 
twenty-two of twenty-nine properties along 
1162-1218 Capitol Avenue (among others). He 
personally built four houses including 1202, 
1206, 1210, and 1218, all in 1920, on the south 
side of the street.³¹ 

Not counting the first house at 760 Griggs 
and the houses built at 1198 and 1194, the 
remaining twenty-two houses were built by 
“Theo H. Mertens for H. Schae,gen.” Mertens, 
who came to the US from Cologne, Germany, in 
1925, married Schae,gen’s daughter Rose. He 
was thirty-seven; she, thirty-nine. The couple 
lived next door to her parents at 762 Hamline 
Avenue.³²

Schae,gen and Mertens hired a set construc-
tion crew. Harold R. Olson, the son of Swedish 
immigrants, worked for Eureka Electric Fixture 
Company. Frank J. Sapletal, the son of a German 

Newspapers included legal mentions of properties and contracts 
concerning Henry Schaettgen but no images of the contractor. 
The Schaettgen women, however, were noted more frequently in 
the society pages for their community service and musical talent. 
Here, Mrs. Schaettgen, at eighty-four years old, performs a duet 
with daughter Dora. In Pioneer Press, February 27, 1944.
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immigrant, did the plastering. Leo E. Peyer, 
whose father was Swiss and mother Austrian, 
served as the plasterer. He and his wife lived in 
the neighborhood. Neighbor George Diebel was 
a painting subcontractor.³³

It appears that by about 1930 Schae,gen 
stepped back, and Mertens became the primary 
contractor.³⁴

A Peek Inside
By the late 1920s before the stock market crash, 
homebuilding was on the rise. An article in The 
Hamline Tribune noted the construction of six 
new homes on Capitol Avenue by a Hamline 
builder.³⁵

These houses were small and modest yet 
made of quality materials. They were designed 
in either the bungalow or Tudor Revival co,age 
style. Most included unique designs with a 
couple of bungalows and the one or one-and-a-
half-story co,age styles repeating on the street. 
All were likely originally finished with exterior 
stucco.³⁶

Today, most of these homes have original oak 
floors on the main level, oak doors and trim in 
the front of the house, and fir doors and trim in 
the bedrooms. A few feature oak floors upstairs, 
as well.

Some follow the typical bungalow layout 
with a rear corner kitchen and bedrooms along 
one side of the house—a bathroom in between. 
The stairs to half or second stories are accessed 
through the dining room. Some homes feature 
a center kitchen on one side, with bedrooms in 
the rear. These include a staircase located in a 
central hallway near the bathroom.

Built-ins are not found here, save for one 
home. Plaster archways are common between 
the living and dining rooms. Some homes fea-
ture original fireplaces. Some include piano 
windows. The 1199 Englewood home has a 
larger kitchen with a breakfast nook. The house 
at 1203 boasts a front sunroom. 

These may or may not be plan book houses, 
but they generally do not appear as if they were 
part of a ‘tract development’ with row upon row 
of cookie-cu,er homes. Some have finished 
basements; some have bumped out a,ic spaces. 
As of 2024, most of these homes have not been 
significantly upgraded or flipped to any extreme 
degree.³⁷

Around the Block
1930s
In the 1930 US Census, twelve households were 
listed between 1162 and 1218 Capitol Avenue. 
Nine were owner occupied with property values 
between $4,000 and $7,000. Rent ranged from 
$32.50 to $35 a month.³⁸

The Andersons lived at 1191, the Lindgrens 
were at 1195, and the Mathias Diebels at 1198. 
The Cooks resided at 1202, the Bordenaves at 
1203, the Hays at 1206, the Steins at 1207, and 
the Senlachs at 1210. The Schuler family lived at 
1211, the Hedtkes at 1215, the Smith and Aitchi-
son household at 1217, and the Hoglunds at 1218 
Capitol Avenue. (Mr. Hedtke and Mr. Aitchison 
were carpenters who may have contracted with 
Schae,gen and Mertens.) A census study found 
that the three adults living at 1217 Capitol Ave-
nue (760 Griggs) were Sco,ish immigrants. 
Thirty-six residents of the block were born 
in Minnesota, with one person born in South 
Dakota and one in Wisconsin. The parents of 
some of these household members hailed from 
Austria, Canada, Czechoslovakia, France, Ger-
many, Ireland, Luxembourg, Norway, Sweden, 
and Switzerland.³⁹

A contemporary view of 
the kitchen and dining 
room at 1199 Englewood 
Avenue in 2021. Both 
 images courtesy of 
Marsha Burgeson, 
Edina Realty.
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1940s
By 1940, 1162-1218 Capitol Avenue was filled 
in and built out, save for one vacant lot. The 
census that year listed ninety-four people living 
in twenty-seven homes; the majority born in 
state. Four households included at least one im-
migrant—two from Canada, one from Norway, 
and a married couple from Switzerland/Italy. 
There were also people born in Indiana, Iowa, 
Michigan, Missouri, New York, North Dakota, 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. On 
this census, participants were no longer asked 
about their parents’ place of birth.⁴⁰

Shortly a-er the 1940 US Census was 
completed—likely late 1940 or 1941—Capitol 
Avenue was renamed Englewood Avenue. Ac-
cording to Donald L. Empson, author of the in-
dispensable book, The Street Where You Live: A 
Guide to the Place Names of Saint Paul, “Engle-
wood is a city in California. Many of the street 
names changed in 1940 were borrowed from 
more romantic places in that state.”⁴¹

A-er World War II, available pockets of land 
in the larger Hamline Midway neighborhood 
filled in with small one-story ranch homes in 
the post-war building boom. However, individ-
ually rebuilt or remodeled homes are rare in this 
largely intact neighborhood.

1950s
By 1950, most residents were born in Minne-
sota. The only outliers were spouses from Iowa, 
Illinois, North Dakota, Ohio, Utah, Wisconsin, 
and one child born in Oklahoma. This may 
reflect the movement that occurred during 
and a-er the war. Only one household—1171 
 Englewood—included an immigrant family 
with a Swiss husband and an Italian wife—the 
same couple living there in 1940.⁴²

A Tale of Three Properties
1198 Capitol/Englewood
One of the earliest structures on the block was 
not a house but a cement factory. According to 
the Abstract of Title for 1198 Capitol Avenue, 
Charles G. and Emma Johnson sold a warranty 
deed for Lots 9 & 10, Block 7, in Gilbert’s Addition 
to “Gust Albert Johnson and Gust B. Carlson” on 
September 23, 1914. A 1915 building permit indi-
cates that Burt A. Johnson constructed a small 

one-story factory—32 feet wide, 20 feet long, 
and 12 feet high—at an estimated cost of $125.⁴³

Johnson was the proprietor of Capitol Ce-
ment Works at 1198 Capitol. A quarry/gravel pit 
owned by Johnson was located on the northwest 
corner of what is now Griggs Park. It is likely 
that cement and other materials from this fac-
tory were used in the construction of homes on 
Capitol and surrounding blocks. The factory op-
erated about eight years. Johnson and his family 
lived next door at 1196. That original home was 
not there long, and Lot 9 remained vacant for 
years. As for the factory, in 1923, a house would 
replace it.⁴⁴

A 1923 building permit on the 1198 Capitol lot 
where the factory once existed indicates a res-
idence would be built by “S. Ostermann” [sic]. 
The dwelling was one story with a width of 26 
feet, length of 30 feet, and a height of 12 feet at 
the estimated cost of $2,500. This appears to be 
the home at 1198 Englewood that stands today.⁴⁵

On June 21, 1926, Albert and Marie S. Oster-
man sold their two lots to George E. Diebel. 
Diebel, originally from Ontario, Canada, mar-
ried Minnesota-born Josephine Gaspard in 
Stearns County, where they lived from 1895 
through at least 1920. They moved to St. Paul in 
the early 1920s and eventually made their home 
at 748 Hamline in one of the houses Schae,gen 
and Elmer built in 1910. The Diebel and Schae,-
gen families were across-the-street neighbors 
and friends for decades.⁴⁶ 

Family history suggests Diebel, a painting 
contractor and business associate of Schae,-
gen, bought the Osterman lots for his sons. 
In fact, the 1930 US Census indicates that son 
Mathias and his wife, Myra, were living with 
two children at 1198 Capitol. A third child would 
eventually join them.⁴⁷ 

George and Josephine officially sold the two 
lots on Capitol to Mathias and Myra in 1938. 
Mathias was a druggist, working first at Como 
Park Pharmacy then owning his own business 
at Dale and Thomas.⁴⁸

1194 Englewood
In 1941, Mathias had a new home built on the 
previously unoccupied second lot next door. 
The address would become 1194 Englewood, a 
rename of Capitol Avenue a few months prior. 
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They sold their 1198 house to Raymond and 
Bernice Faschingbauer. The family remained at 
1194 until 1952, when Mathias and Myra sold the 
home to his youngest brother Clarence (Clare) 
and Clare’s wife, Fern.⁴⁹

So, who were these next occupants of 1194 
Englewood? Fern Fay Mone,e was born in 
Michigan in 1920. Her family moved frequently, 
making stops in St. Paul, New York, Indiana, and 
Kentucky, before returning to St. Paul in 1935. By 
then, Fern was a junior and enrolled at a Catholic 
girls’ school—St. Joseph’s Academy at Iglehart 
and Western. She graduated at sixteen in 1937.⁵⁰

Her family a,ended the Church of St. 
Columba at 1327 Lafond Avenue, where Fern 
would meet Clare. Fern a,ended and graduated 
from the College of St. Catherine, majoring in 
English with a minor in education. By this time, 
the US was headed to war.⁵¹

Clare served as a technical sergeant with 
the US Army Air Corp in World War II from 
1942-1945. He and Fern married March 18, 1944, 
at Westover Field, Massachuse,s. A-er the war, 
the couple lived at the Diebel family home on 
Hamline from 1945-1947. Looking to get out on 
their own, they moved to a Quonset hut at Dale 

 

 
Note: The highlighted sec/ons are featured in more detail in the ar/cle. 

Homes (and one Factory) Built in the 1162-1218 Block of Capitol/Englewood Avenue (1914-1941) 
Permit Date Type Address Original Owner Extant Builder Cost Comments 
64481 1914-11-24 Dwelling 1196 Capitol Ave Albert Johnson No  $100  10 x 12 x 12; 1 story 
65112 1915-04-09 Factory 1198 Capitol Ave Burt A. Johnson No  $125  32 x 20 x 12; 1 story 
68483 1916-07-03 Temp Dwelling 760 Griggs/1217 Capitol Ave  Yes M. Wasserschied $200 16 x 16 x 17; 1 story 
77487 1920-04-07 Dwelling 1218 Capitol Ave H. Schaettgen Yes H. Schaettgen $3,200  22 x 27; 1.5 story; 1.5 lot (no 1214 lot) 
77659 1920-10-16 Dwelling 1202 Capitol Ave Henry Schaettgen Yes  $3,200  24 x 31.5 x 18; 1 story 
77660 1920-10-18 Dwelling 1210 Capitol Ave H. Schaettgen Yes  $3,800  24 x 34; 1 story; 1.5 lot 
77662 1920-10-18 Dwelling 1206 Capitol Ave H. Schaettgen Yes  $3,800  22 x 36; 1 story 
3791 1923-01-24 Dwelling 1198 Capitol Ave A Ostermann[sic] Yes S. Ostermann [sic] $2,500  26 x 30 x 12; 1 story  
29145 1927-10-17 Dwelling 1211 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes T. H. Mertens $3,500  24 x 34; 1 story 
30908 1928-04-12 Dwelling 1207 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes Owner $3,750 26 x 34; 1 story 
31227 1928-05-02 Dwelling 1203 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes Owner $3,750  25 x 42; 1 story 
32024 1928-06-09 Dwelling 1215 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes T. H. Mertens $4,500  24 x 22; 2 story 
33514 1928-09-06 Dwelling 1199 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes Owner $4,000  34 x 41; 1 story 
35319 1929-03-25 Dwelling 1195 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes  $3,750  26 x 34; 1 story 
36429 1929-05-11 Dwelling 1191 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes  $3,750  26 x 34; 1 story 
38120 1929-08-07 Dwelling 1179 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes T. H. Mertens $3,750  26 x 36; 1 story 
38121 1929-08-07 Dwelling 1183 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes T. H. Mertens $3,750  26 x 36; 1 story 
37289 1929-08-19 Dwelling 1187 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes  $3,750  27 x ?; 1 story 
39448 1929-10-25 Dwelling 1175 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes T. H. Mertens $3,500  26 x 34; 1 story 
39664 1929-11-12 Dwelling 1171 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes  $3,750  24 x 36; 1 story 
40108 1930-03-05 Dwelling 1167 Capitol Ave  T. H. Mertens Yes  $3,500  24 x 34; 1 story  
40342 1930-03-20 Dwelling 1163 Capitol Ave Theo H. Mertens Yes  $3,500  24 x 34 x 20; 1 story  
43742 1930-03-30 Dwelling 1170 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes  $3,500  26 x 34; 1 story 
41194 1930-05-07 Dwelling 1162 Capitol Ave Theo H. Mertens Yes  $3,500  24 x 36; 1 story 
41459 1930-05-23 Dwelling 1166 Capitol Ave  Theo. H. Mertens Yes Theo H. Mertens $3,500 46 x 34 
43576 1930-11-18 Dwelling 1178 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes T. H. Mertens $3,500  26 x 34 
43736 1930-11-28 Dwelling 1174 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes  $3,500  28 x 34; 1 story 
43740 1930-12-03 Dwelling 1190 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes  $3,500  26 x 34; 1 story 
43741 1930-12-03 Dwelling 1182 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes T. H. Mertens $3,500  24 x 36; 1 story 
43845 1931-01-02 Dwelling 1186 Capitol Ave T. H. Mertens Yes  $3,500 26 x 34; 1 story 
86016 1941-07-25 Dwelling 1194 Englewood Ave M. H. Diebel Yes Conrad Hamm $5,000 32 x 33 x 19; 2 story 

This chart assembles information retrieved from St. Paul Building Permits for 1162-1218 Capitol/Englewood Avenue. The highlighted sections are featured in more detail 
in the article. Data from Ramsey County Historical Society St. Paul Building Permits Collection.

The George and 
Josephine Diebel family 
in 1924, including (L-R): 
Claudia, Clarence (Clare), 
Josephine, Catherine, 
George, Cecilia, Aloysius, 
Bernard, and Mathias. 
Courtesy of the Diebel 
Family Archives.
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and Arlington—the site of today’s North Dale 
Recreation Center. There, they lived for five 
years and had four children. Clare supported the 
family as a pharmaceutical salesman and a crew 
leader for the US Census Bureau. He also enrolled 
at the University of Minnesota hoping to become 
a pharmacist like his brother but didn’t finish.⁵²

By 1952, Clare and Fern were more than ready 
to say goodbye to the Quonset hut. That’s when 
they purchased 1194 Englewood—a decision 
they never regre,ed. At this home, the couple 
welcomed three more children. 

The neighborhood was perfect. Fern remem-
bered ten to twelve youngsters on their side 
of the street, with another eight to ten on the 
other side—built-in friends who spent hours at 
nearby Griggs Park playing baseball and so-ball 
in the summer and ice skating in the winter. The 
kids would put on shows in the family’s garage, 
a,aching a makeshi- curtain over the entrance. 
Neighbors gathered on the lawn to watch the 
entertainment.

The house featured a rare a,ached garage, 
the only one on the street. Two bedrooms were 
situated over the living room/dining room and 
one over the garage. The four Diebel girls slept 
in one bedroom with the boys above the garage. 
The children kept toys in the unfinished base-
ment. The family of nine shared one bath up-
stairs and a toilet and shower in the basement.

In 1959, Fern began teaching at St. Colum-
ba’s K-8 elementary school, where their seven 
children were enrolled. She was a lay teacher. 
The other instructors were Sisters of St. Joseph 

Carondelet. Fern managed forty to fi-y children 
in her classroom and taught all subjects. About 
900 pupils a,ended the school, with two to 
three grades of each.⁵³ 

Fern stepped away from teaching in 1976 to 
serve as the parish secretary for nine years, retir-
ing in 1985. Over the years, the Diebels doted on 
sixteen grandchildren, several of whom a,ended 
St. Columba before the school closed in 2004. 
Clare passed away in 1990. Fern followed twen-
ty-two years later on October 16, 2012.⁵⁴

A-er Fern’s death, daughter Mary and Mary’s 
husband, Mike Munion, moved into 1194 Engle-
wood Avenue, where they live still today. Diebel 
family members have resided on this street for 
nearly a century.

1199 Capitol/Englewood 
Then there’s 1199 Capitol on the opposite side of 
the street from the two Diebel homes. On a 1928 
building permit, Mertens is listed as the builder 
of 1199 Capitol Avenue. The 1930 city directory 
lists Ferruccio (Fred) and Catherine Cardelli 
as the first occupants. The couple married on 
October 26, 1926. Fred was born in Ponte Bug-
gianese, Italy, on November 14, 1895. Catherine 
Eva Romani, the daughter of Italian immigrants 
living in St. Paul, was born in Ramsey County on 
October 4, 1902.⁵⁵

Cardelli is first noted in the 1915 city direc-
tory living in a boarding house at 315 E. Ninth 
Street with other Cardellis, likely relatives. He 
was a terrazo worker. The couple and their first 
child Joyce (b. 1927) lived at the Capitol Avenue 
house a few years. It is unclear if their second 
daughter Sylvia (b. 1933) lived there before the 
family moved to 1219 Blair Street that same year. 
By 1935, they’d relocated to San Antonio, Texas, 
where Fred became a US citizen in 1936.⁵⁶

Other occupants followed the Cardelli’s in-
cluding Ray J. Short (1934-35), Norman and Lois 
Robinson (1936-46/7), and Edward and Marjo-
rie Mauseth (1948-82). The house sat vacant 
(1983-84). Steve Bray occupied the home (1985-
86), followed by Nancy and William Towle 
(1987-91). For a year or so, Chad Collman lived 
there before the Sco, Woker family (1994-97).⁵⁷

In 1997, Paul and Krista Hanson, the au-
thor of this article, purchased their first home 
together at 1199 Englewood. They joined the 
community there and raised two children to 

Fern Monette and 
Clarence (Clare) Diebel 
married in 1944. Courtesy 
of the Diebel Family 
Archives.
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adulthood in that house. With heavy hearts, 
they sold the property in 2021 and moved out-
side the neighborhood.

It Takes a Village
While the Hamline district originally rose up 
around Hamline University, it was soon popu-
lated with residents moving from downtown 
rentals into their very own homes. Ordinary 
homes, but their homes—simple homes built 
by Henry Schae,gen and his son-in-law Theo-
dore Mertens.

Some were immigrants to the US. While, at 
first, there was ethnic diversity, there wasn’t 
much, if any, racial diversity.⁵⁸ But that has 
changed a bit. In the twenty-four years the 
Hanson family lived there, Latino and African 
American families also called this street home. 
In 2017, when 1198 Englewood Avenue went up 
for sale, a refugee family from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo purchased the property. 
Today, Annie and Joe Curtis Nelson are raising 
their children at 1199 Englewood Avenue, and 
Mary Diebel lives in her childhood home at 1194.

This ordinary, everyday section of Engle-
wood is active, with elders and young parents 
raising babies to teenagers. Neighbors band 
together for monthly First Friday Happy Hours 
(F2H2 events) and other gatherings. An email 
list and phone tree is put to good use, and 
residents keep up-to-date via a neighborhood 
Facebook page in addition to front stoop and 
backyard fence conversations. 

A 1929 issue of The Hamline Tribune once 
noted that “[t]he principal a,raction of the 
[Hamline] community, aside from its parks and 

general good appearance is the proximity to 
schools, churches, and lines of transporta-
tion.”⁵⁹ This remains true in this very walkable 
and convenient neighborhood.

The Hamline Midway Library has been a 
longtime gathering spot and will be again when 
it reopens in its new iteration. Favorite hang-
outs include Groundswell and Ginkgo Coffee-
house. Griggs and Horton parks are open from 
dawn to dusk for children to play and walkers 
to rest and watch the world go by. This Hamline 
Midway neighborhood has been and still is a 
lovely place to call home. Henry Schae,gen—
and his son-in-law Theodore Mertens—would 
be pleased.

Acknowledgments: Thanks to my compatriots 
with the Hamline Midway History Corps: Nancy 
and Steve Bailey, Anne Levin, Philip Reinhardt, 
and all who a,ended events at Hamline Midway 
Library and our Saturday gab sessions at Ginkgo 
Coffeehouse. We inspired and educated each 
other and the community. Appreciation to Paul 
E. Hanson and to historians Donald L. Empson, 
Paul C. Larson, and Brian McMahon, who offered 
their wisdom and research. Thanks, also, to for-
mer neighbors who shared stories, especially 
Mary Diebel Munion, the late Fern Mone,e 
Diebel, and Mary Pranke Ramos, who shared the 
abstract of her home at 1198 Englewood Avenue. 

Krista Finstad Hanson is an English teacher, 
writer, and historian. She is the author of three 
books and over 200 freelance articles. This is 
her third article for Ramsey County History 
magazine.

This 1931 view of homes on Capitol Avenue, including 1199 (front left), shows the neighorhood in its early years. The second image of 1199 
Englewood was taken from the same angle in 2017 when owned by Paul and Krista Hanson. Courtesy of Krista Finstad Hanson.
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Burke Research Center.
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reach. Programs are made possible by donors, members, corporations, and foundations, all 
of whom we appreciate deeply. If you are not a member of RCHS, please join today and help 
bring history to life for more than 50,000 people every year.

Diversity, Equity, Accessibility, & Inclusion 
RCHS is commi,ed to ensuring it preserves and presents our county’s history. As we continue 
our work to incorporate more culturally diverse histories, we have made a commitment to 
diversity, equity, accessibility, and inclusion that is based on this core idea: RCHS exists to 
serve ALL who call Ramsey County home. To learn more, please see www.rchs.com/about. 

Acknowledging This Sacred Dakota Land
Mnisóta Makhóčhe, the land where the waters are so clear they reflect the clouds, extends 
beyond the modern borders of Minnesota and is the ancestral and contemporary homeland 
of the Dakhóta (Dakota) people. It is also home to the Anishinaabe and other Indigenous 
peoples, all who make up a vibrant community in Mnisóta Makhóčhe. RCHS acknowledges 
that its sites are located on and benefit from these sacred Dakota lands. 

RCHS is commi,ed to preserving our past, informing our present, and inspiring our future. 
Part of doing so is acknowledging the painful history and current challenges facing the Dakota 
people just as we celebrate the contributions of Dakota and other Indigenous peoples.

Find our full Land Acknowledgment Statement on our website, www.rchs.com. This includes 
actionable ways in which RCHS pledges to honor the Dakota and other Indigenous peoples 
of Mnisóta Makhóčhe.

Preserving our past, informing our present, inspiring our future.
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