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Se!ing the Record Straight

The Scoop that Helped Save  
a St. Paul Landmark

linda kohl

The year was 1968, and urban renewal was 
in its heyday. Grand (or “fusty,” some might 

say) old buildings in the Twin Cities were dis-
appearing to make way for sleek, modern (or 
“soulless,” some might say) new buildings.¹ 

In St. Paul, construction of a new Federal 
Courts Building at Kellogg Boulevard and Robert 
Street was complete. Designed in the modernist 
and brutalist architectural style and character-
ized by hulking, block-like structures and a lack 
of ornamentation, the building was the antithe-
sis of what it was replacing.² 

With its turrets, towers, and gables, the 
Old Federal Courts Building across Fi+h Street 
from Rice Park was o+en described as a castle. 
Opened in 1902, it housed federal offices and 
agencies for Minnesota and much of the upper 
Midwest—circuit and district courts (including 
judges’ chambers and courtrooms), immigra-
tion and naturalization offices, the Internal 
Revenue Service, the Bureau of Investigation/
FBI and other federal agencies, a US Post Of-
fice branch, and district offices of senators and 
congressional representatives. Notorious gang-
sters, including Alvin Karpis, had been tried and 
convicted here. Prohibition had its roots here, 
yet by the 1960s, the building was considered 
obsolete.³ 

St. Paul city and county officials and other 
community leaders had known for years that 
something eventually would have to be done 
with the nearly empty, deteriorating, but still 
glorious pile of granite that graced the north 
side of Rice Park. Yet, no one was quite sure 
what, despite a number of commi.ees formed 
in the late 1960s to develop viable solutions.

In the end, a newspaper scoop would help 
save it.

In 1966, a modern Federal Courts Building was built six blocks 
from the Old Federal Courts Building. Today, the facility is called 
the Warren E. Burger Federal Building and US Courthouse in 
honor of former US Supreme Court Chief Justice Warren Burger of 
St. Paul. Courtesy of Ramsey County Historical Society.

In the late 1960s, the Old Federal Courts Building had seen better 
days. For a time, its future was uncertain. Photo by Joan Larson 
Kelly, courtesy of Minnesota Landmarks.
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Out with the Old?
For years, commi.ees had been formed and 
studies commissioned to devise a new use for 
the old building. But there didn’t seem to be any 
urgency to find a solution, even as, one by one, 
offices and agencies relocated to the new federal 
building and courthouse six blocks away.

The building—now sixty-six-years old and 
suffering from neglect—was still beloved, and 
most people at the time believed it was safe from 
destruction. An unscientific poll published in 
the Minneapolis Star in October 1968 declared 
that metropolitan residents overwhelmingly 
believed the structure should be restored: 

Eighty-six per cent of those interviewed 
agreed that the Federal Courts Building, 
now being vacated with the construction 
of a new building, should be preserved. Ac-
tually, there seems to be li.le question that 
it will be saved. St. Paul officials now are 
engaged in an a.empt to find new tenants.⁴ 

That assumption turned out to be overly opti-
mistic. The building was, indeed, in danger.

The headline in the December 17, 1968, 
St. Paul Dispatch, the city’s afternoon paper, 
shocked readers: “Old Court House May Be 
Traded for Parking Lot.” The story, by reporter 
George Beran, sounded dire: 

St. Paul’s old Federal Court House, the 
belle of Victorian architecture standing 
north of Rice Park, may be swapped for a 
lower-Loop parking lot. 

Whether the belle survives the wrecking 
ball is in doubt.⁵

Unbeknownst to the public and many 
preservation- minded officials, the City of St. 
Paul had quietly dropped its plans to acquire 
the old courts building. The story quoted a top 
official of the federal General Services Admin-
istration (GSA), the building’s landlord, saying, 
“The city won’t be able to come up with a pro-
posal and [the city] said it would not object to 
exchange with private interests.”⁶ 

The article further revealed that the federal 
government was negotiating with a private 
St. Paul developer—whose identity was not 

disclosed—to trade a parcel of property in what 
is now known as Lowertown for the old courts 
building. The Lowertown property at an undis-
closed location would provide parking for em-
ployees and visitors to the new building. In an 
even-up trade with no cash involved, the devel-
oper would take ownership of the Old Federal 
Courts Building.⁷

In the next days, more stories ran, each add-
ing details, mystery, and intrigue. A story in the 
December 18 Pioneer Press, St. Paul’s morning 
newspaper, confirmed that the city had quietly 
all but abandoned its chance to acquire the 
old building. St. Paul Mayor Thomas Byrne ac-
knowledged that negotiations for the swap that 
would leave the Old Federal Courts Building in 
private hands were “just about complete.” Never 
mind that only a few months before, Byrne had 
given his “personal pledge” to an audience of 
more than a hundred architects that the city 
would become the owner of the building.⁸ 

“Speculation Grows Over Dealings On Old 
Courts Building,” read the headline in the Dis-
patch that same a+ernoon: 

The Old Federal Courts Building contin-
ued today to be the central figure in a 
mystery-suspense downtown-real-estate 
story. . . . New interest in the old building 
was reawakened Tuesday when it was 
learned that the General Services Admin-
istration (GSA) has practically completed 
negotiations between the federal govern-
ment and a St. Paul real estate developer 
or combination of developers to acquire 
the building. . . . Several persons who 
wanted the city of St. Paul to take over 
the building to insure its preservation 
are in the dark as to the identity of the 
person or persons with whom GSA is 
negotiating the trade, which is to involve 
no money.⁹

Soon, part of the mystery was solved. A De-
cember 18 story in the Minneapolis Star revealed 
that the private developer proposing the swap 
was Austin John Baillon, a real estate broker. A 
follow-up article by reporter Kathryn Boardman 
in the December 20 Dispatch confirmed that 
the developer proposing the swap was Baillon, 
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president of Baillon Real Estate Company. In 
a classic understatement, the story acknowl-
edged that the trade proposal was “somewhat 
complicated.”¹⁰

Through foreclosure, Baillon had acquired an 
old industrial building at 300 E. Fourth Street, 
three blocks from the new Federal Courts Build-
ing. Baillon proposed to demolish the Fourth 
Street building and build a parking ramp there 
for employees and other users of the new courts 
facilities. That ramp would be traded, even-up, 
for the Old Federal Courts Building, giving Bail-
lon control of the building’s fate. While Baillon 
said he wanted to preserve the structure, he 
made no guarantees: “I do not want to commit 
myself unequivocally to the preservation of the 
building but we have had a number of inquiries 
from prospective tenants and it would be torn 
down as a last resort.”¹¹

An editorial in the December 20 Dispatch 
bleakly summed up the situation: 

The fate of the old Federal Court build-
ing apparently is out of the city’s hands. 
The huge, dark building on the north 
end of Rice Park is vacant except for a 
post office on the main floor. Earlier, it 
was thought that the federal government 
would give the building to the city for a 
small price, probably $1. The great need 
for parking space, however, for the new 
Federal Court building at Kellogg and 
Robert has killed this plan because the 
government wants to trade the building 
for land suitable for a parking ramp, 
and the city has no such land available. 
The building will probably go to private 
developers.¹²

Top city officials and others who had been 
working to preserve the building were furious. 
Two of them, Frank D. Marzitelli and Malcolm E. 
Lein, wrote a scathing le.er to Fourth District 
US Rep. Joseph Karth:

The shocking announcement that negoti-
ations between Baillon Real Estate Com-
pany, a private real estate agency and the 
GSA to trade the Federal Courts Building 
for parking facilities was a critical blow 
to support of the Arts in Saint Paul. . . . 
Furthermore, it cannot help but damage 
confidence in any public agency involved 
in those proceedings. . . . 

It can only be concluded that instead of 
serving worthwhile purposes the building 
will be destroyed.¹³

The two le.er writers carried considerable 
political and civic weight. Marzitelli, a former 
St. Paul City Council member, was then exec-
utive vice president of the city’s Port Authority 
and president of the Saint Paul Art Center board. 
Lein was director of the art center, which for 
years had been trying to acquire the Old Federal 
Courts Building from the federal government 
for a nominal sum to preserve it as a museum 
or gallery.¹⁴

In mid-January, the Ramsey County Histor-
ical Society (RCHS) “question[ed] the propriety 
of conducting secret negotiations to seal the 
fate of the publicly owned building which graces 
the north side of Rice Park.” And both RCHS and 
the Minnesota Historical Society (MNHS) ex-
pressed “fears that demolition may be the cruel 
fate of the 67-year-old landmark of gingerbread 
architecture.”¹⁵

More Controversy
While the initial story and those that followed 
had helped galvanize a community into action, 
the controversy would get worse. In January 
1969, Beran uncovered another stunning de-
velopment. Six months earlier, in July 1968, 
the National Historic Sites Commi.ee of the 
US Interior Department had decided that the 
building did not qualify as a historic monument. 
Beran reported that the commi.ee found that 
the building “is not nationally significant either 

This early, undated 
photograph (circa early 
1920s) shows a structure 
at the corner of E. Fourth 
and Broadway that 
housed the St. Paul 
Rubber Company for 
many years, followed 
by other companies, 
including Rotary Press 
Company and E. W. 
Honsa Printing Company. 
For a time, there was talk 
that the building would 
be demolished and 
replaced by a parking 
lot. Courtesy of Ramsey 
County Historical Society.
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on historical or architectural grounds within 
the meaning of the Historical Sites Act of 1935.” 
Federal officials neglected to tell St. Paul offi-
cials of the decision until January 16, 1969. The 
news came in a le.er from Robert T. Griffin, as-
sistant administrator of the GSA, to Representa-
tive Karth. The le.er also said that the building 
was not federal surplus and, thus, could not be 
donated to the city or anyone else for $1.¹⁶

Regional GSA Administrator Richard Austin 
explained, “We don’t consider it surplus. We 
consider it a public asset to use in solving a dire 
parking problem for employees and patrons of 
the new Federal Building and main Post Office.” 
Still, there was a glimmer of hope. Beran’s story 

also explained that the GSA was seeking addi-
tional proposals for a parking swap in the wake 
of criticism of the secret negotiations. And it 
noted that a bipartisan group of legislators was 
planning to introduce a bill demanding preser-
vation of the building.¹⁷

The next day, another Beran article indi-
cated that Russell Fridley, director of MNHS, 
had asked the National Park Service to include 
the structure in its register of significant city 
and state sites. The request, Fridley said, was 
designed to buy the city more time to come up 
with a preservation plan. “Officials, however, 
are stumped over how to finance such a plan,” 
the story concluded.¹⁸
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Today’s Lowertown 
Commons (9) was devel-
oper Austin John Baillon’s 
proposed location for a 
much-needed parking lot 
that never materialized. 
Map compilation courtesy 
of Joy Yoshikawa.
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The following week, the Federal Courts 
Building Study Commi.ee of the Saint Paul Art 
Center met to explore options to preserve the 
building. Baillon was in a.endance. It is unclear 
if he was a member of the art center board or 
was simply requested to a.end the commi.ee 
meeting on January 29, 1969, a+er the first 
stories broke. With both Marzitelli and Lein 
present, Baillon talked about his proposal. He 
emphasized that he’d spent “considerable time 
and effort” on the deal, which had been tenta-
tively approved by the GSA, and that he “will 
proceed with his plans for the development for 
the property involved in the proposed trade for 
the Federal Courts Building.” While he said his 
company would cooperate with any group that 
wanted to acquire the building, “[he] confirmed 
that if the building could not be operated suc-
cessfully on a commercial basis it would have to 
be torn down and the property sold.”¹⁹ 

Less than a month later in February 1969, 
Beran reported another bombshell: Baillon, “has 
virtually abandoned [his] a.empt to swap a pro-
posed parking ramp for the old Federal Courts 
Building.” The move came a+er multiple delays, 
including pushback from RCHS and MNHS, as 
well as the submission of an official nomination 
to place the building on the National Register 
of Historic Places. In withdrawing his proposal, 
Baillon said that “he cannot delay disposing of 
the Lower Loop site.”²⁰ 

While the Old Federal Courts Building was 
not yet entirely safe, the immediate threat had 
dissipated. Wheels had been set in motion. 
Within months, the Minnesota Legislature 
passed a resolution requesting the GSA to either 
give the building to a public entity or “dispose of 
the building in another manner that will insure 
the preservation of its historic and architectural 
value.” In May 1969, the building was added to 
the National Register of Historic Places and put 
on the “surplus property disposal list.”²¹ That 
meant the city could finally acquire it for $1, pro-
vided it came up with a suitable plan for reuse 
that met federal government requirements. 

It took more than three years, but on October 
20, 1972, ownership of the Old Federal Courts 
Building was transferred to the City of St. Paul in 
a ceremony in Rice Park, presided over by Mayor 
Lawrence Cohen.²²

Correcting History: Setting the 
Record Straight
Somehow, in the course of recording the his-
tory of how the Old Federal Courts Building was 
saved, the contributions of the St. Paul news-
papers and its reporters were disparaged. One 
of the earliest historical accounts was The Old 
Federal Courts Building: A Landmark Reclaimed 
by author and architecture historian Eileen 
Michels, published in 1977. In recounting the 
events of 1968, she wrote:

Public reaction was intense and negative 
chiefly because of misleading newspaper 
publicity. A headline mistakenly proclaimed 
that the Old Federal Courts Building was to 
be razed for a parking lot. Although totally 
inaccurate, the story galvanized the public. 
Government offices in both Washington, 
D.C. and St. Paul were inundated with le.ers, 
telegrams and telephone calls protesting the 
trade. It was a meaningful demonstration 
of public affection for the building, and, in 
a sense, a turning point. From that point on, 
step by step actions eventually resulting in the 
transfer of the building to the city of St. Paul 
four years later received ever increasing public 
support.²³

The account was correct about the impact 
the scoop had in galvanizing public reaction 
but wrong about the article’s inaccuracy. None 
of the stories, nor the headlines, stated that the 
Old Federal Courts Building would be razed and 
replaced by a parking lot. The St. Paul news paper 
stories correctly reported that the proposed 
swap involved trading a parcel in Lowertown for 
the Old Federal Courts Building. It was a build-
ing on the Lowertown property that was meant 
to be razed for a parking facility—not the Old 
Federal Courts Building. 

How did the incorrect allegations of inac-
curacy of the newspaper stories and headlines 
surface almost ten years a+er the stories first 
appeared? It is unclear, but some evidence exists 
that supporters and champions of the building’s 
restoration may have played a role.²⁴ 

Perhaps preservationists were concerned 
that their efforts to raise money to save the old 
building would falter if people thought it was 
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about to be torn down anyway. Maybe they were 
angry at the St. Paul newspapers, whose edito-
rial writers had not been consistently enthu-
siastic or supportive about efforts to preserve 
the building. For example, William Sumner, 
editorial page editor of the Dispatch, famously 
called the building an “architectural freak,” a 
“funny-looking building, rather ugly, in fact” 
and suggested “[t]he thing ought to be taken 
down and grass and trees planted in its place.”²⁵ 

At the same time, Baillon may have been 
surprised and dismayed by the outraged public 
reaction to his development plan. He reportedly 
told people that the stories were inaccurate, 
and, according to his son, Paul Baillon, he had 
no intention of tearing down the Old Federal 
Courts Building.²⁶

It is also certainly possible, perhaps even 
likely, that the complicated nature of the deal—
and an ambiguous headline—were confusing to 
readers, especially casual readers who were not 
city government insiders. Yet, all they needed to 
do was read further to understand that an old 
St. Paul building might be razed for a parking 
lot. The structure proposed for demolition was 
the vacant and decrepit industrial building in 
what is now known as Lowertown.

Whatever the source or sources, the idea that 
the initial stories were misleading or inaccurate 
was not challenged by later writers, including 
Biloine (Billie) Young whose book, Landmark: 
Stories of a Place, was published in 2002, thirty- 
four years a+er the first reports appeared. Young 
described the initial story as “a small miracle 
[that] occurred in the form of a misleading arti-
cle in the Pioneer Press. . . .” 

The article created a sensation. Public re-
action was swi+ and vehement. Citizens, 
whom no one had any idea cared about 
the Old Federal Courts Building, besieged 
public officials. The phones in Mayor 
Thomas Byrne’s office rang constantly 
and le.ers and telegrams protesting the 
trade poured into city hall and offices in 
Washington, D.C. To everyone’s surprise, 
a great many people cared about the fusty 
wedding cake of a building bordering 
Rice Park.²⁷

Later magazine stories, including one in 
Ramsey County History, and online posts re-
peated the allegations about the supposedly 
incorrect newspaper articles. Even a display in 

Back to the Source
RAMSEY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
When researching history, primary sources are essen-
tial to truly understanding topics big and small. These 
sources provide !rsthand information with the least 
amount of bias—an essential quality that makes them 
incredibly important to understanding events that hap-
pened decades or centuries in the past. Primary sources 
include census records, city directories, letters, memos 
and other original documents, and, sometimes, news-
paper articles from long ago.

Ramsey County Historical Society was approached by 
the author of this article to correct history. We’ve carefully 
reviewed her sources and looked into additional sources, 
including other newspapers that reported on the Old 
Federal Courts Building between 1968-1969.

In this case, a couple sentences in one paragraph of an 
otherwise excellent 1977 history of Landmark Center and 
its predecessors were incorrect: “A headline mistakenly 
proclaimed that the Old Federal Courts Building was to 
be razed for a parking lot. Although totally inaccurate, 

the story galvanized the public,”a and, thus, citizens and 
public o'cials rallied to save the building. 

Those lines, which may have come to be through word 
of mouth or speculation, are not correct. The headline, 
while not inaccurate, was ambiguous. However, the 
newspaper article itself and (and others that followed) 
correctly stated that a developer wished to swap the Old 
Federal Courts Building for an abandoned building in 
Lowertown. The Lowertown building was to be bulldozed 
to provide needed parking. 

Over the years, misinformation about the article has 
been repeated in multiple stories about saving and 
restoring Landmark Center. Had authors and editors gone 
back to the original source, they would have discovered 
the error. For the record, this includes work completed 
by Ramsey County Historical Society. We apologize for 
getting this piece of history wrong. 

Mistakes do happen. As a history organization, when 
an error comes to our attention, it is important to correct 
that history.
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Landmark Center about the struggle to save the 
building repeated the error: 

In late 1968, a St. Paul newspaper reported 
that the old Federal Building would be razed 
to make way for a parking lot. The angry 
response of many St. Paul residents to the 
news, later proven false, showed that sup-
port for the building extended far beyond a 
few dozen historians and architects.²⁸

The newspaper stories of late 1968 and early 
1969 resulted in a reprieve for the beloved edi-
fice. They had awakened the public to the very 
real possibility that the building could be lost. 
Over the next decade, a small army of dedicated 
preservationists, civic leaders, and volunteers 
(including Rosalie Butler, Mayor Thomas Byrne 
and the City of St. Paul, Georgia DeCoster, Rus-
sell Fridley and the Minnesota Historical Society, 
Edward H. Hamm, Virginia B. Kunz and the Ram-
sey County Historical Society, Joan Larson Kelly, 
Malcolm E. Lein, Frank D. Marzitelli, Joseph  S. 
Micallef, Minnesota Landmarks, Elizabeth  W. 
Musser, Terry O’Brien, Ramsey County, Donald 
Salverda, Dick Slade, Nancy Weyerhaeuser, mul-
tiple foundations, organizations, and so many 
more),²⁹ mounted efforts to develop plans, raise 
money, acquire the building, restore it to its for-
mer glory, and find tenants. Despite setbacks at 

many a turn, the restored building opened to the 
public in 1978 as the newly renamed Landmark 
Center. Today, forty-six years later, the building 
serves as a vibrant cultural center, housing a mu-
sical instrument museum, a wood art gallery, a 
permanent art collection, special art exhibitions, 
and offices of local cultural, history, and arts 
organizations. It hosts theater productions, con-
certs, dance performances, speeches, lectures, 
naturalization ceremonies, and is a popular 
venue for special events and weddings.

At the same time, for the sake of history, the 
early role played by St. Paul newspapers and its 
reporters in saving Landmark Center should 
not be minimized. These journalists galvanized 
early efforts to rally the public to preserve the 
grand old building, which was in more danger 
than anyone knew. Their accurate reporting 
helped save it. 

Linda Kohl worked as a reporter, editor, and 
weekly columnist for the St. Paul Pioneer Press. 
While at the paper, she met and married re-
porter George Beran. In 1991, she was appointed 
commissioner of the State Planning Agency by 
Gov. Arne H. Carlson. A"er serving six years 
in various roles in the Carlson administration, 
she became associate vice chancellor for public 
affairs of the Minnesota State Colleges and Uni-
versities system, where she worked for fourteen 
years until retirement. In 2023, her daughter, 
Molly Beran, chose Landmark Center as the 
venue for her wedding to Todd Chaney.

After a decade of overcoming obstacles and through tremendous community 
collaboration, the former Old Federal Courts Building reopened as Landmark 
Center on September 9, 1978. (L-R): US Rep. Bruce Vento, US Vice President Walter 
Mondale, Ramsey County Commissioner Warren Shaber, Elizabeth W. Musser, 
US Rep. Donald Fraser, Frank Marzitelli, Georgia DeCoster, and Second Lady 
Joan Mondale.

US Vice President Walter Mondale spoke to a crowd in the Landmark Center 
cortile at the building’s reopening. Both images courtesy of Minnesota Landmarks.
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 1. Biloine W. Young, Landmark: Stories of a Place 
(St. Paul: Minnesota Landmarks, 2002), 5; Kather-
ine McLaughlin, “Brutalist Architecture: Everything 
You Need to Know,” Architectural Digest, July 12, 
2023, h.ps://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/
brutalist-architecture-101.
 2. “Warren E. Burger Federal Building and U.S. 
Courthouse,” US General Services Administration 
website, www.gsa.gov/about-us/regions/welcome-to 
-the-great-lakes-region-5/buildings-and-facilities/
minnesota/warren-e-burger-federal-building-and 
-us-courthouse.
 3. “National Register of Historic Places Inventory–
Nomination Form,” submi.ed by John R. Ferguson 

(MNHS) and certified by Russell W. Fridley, designated 
state liaison officer for the National Historic Preser-
vation Act of 1966, in Frank Marzitelli papers, box 8, 
Mayor’s Commi.ee 1968-1969 subject files, Minnesota 
Historical Society (herea+er, MNHS); Eileen Michels, 
with a chapter by Nate N. Bomberg, The Old Federal 
Courts Building: A Landmark Reclaimed (St. Paul: Min-
nesota Landmarks, 1977), 49, 54. Bomberg, legendary 
longtime police reporter for the Pioneer Press, wrote a 
chapter about St. Paul’s colorful gangster era and the 
trials that occurred in the Old Federal Courts Build-
ing, some of which he had covered; US Rep. Andrew 
Volstead, who had an office in the building, was author 
of the Volstead Act. In 1919 when the prohibition law 

Since opening in 1978, Landmark 
Center has served as the venue 
for hundreds of arts and cultural 
performances, including this pro-
gram by Minnesota Boychoir under 
the direction of Mark S. Johnson 
(far left) in 1995. Both images cour-
tesy of Minnesota Landmarks.

Learn More
This brief article 
focuses on a nar-
row time frame 
from December 
1968 to May 1969 
when news arti-
cles detailing the 
tenuous future of 
the Old Federal 
Courts Building 
helped galvanize 
the public to 
work together 
to ensure its 
survival. For a 
broader, more 
in-depth history 
of the OFCB and 
what is today 
Landmark Center, 
go to: “Landmark 
Center – Old 
Federal Courts 
Building,” Historic 
Twin Cities, 
November 17, 
2021, http://www 
.historictwincities 
.com/2021/11/17/
landmark-center/.
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The Ramsey County Historical Society (RCHS) strives to innovate, lead, and partner in pre-
serving the knowledge of our community; deliver inspiring history programming; and incor-
porate local history in education. 

The Society was established in 1949 to preserve the Jane and Heman Gibbs Farm in Falcon 
Heights, which the family acquired in 1849. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
in 1974, the original programs told the story of the Gibbs family. In 2000, with the assistance 
of a Dakota Advisory Council, RCHS also began interpreting Dakota culture and lifeways, now 
telling the stories of the remarkable relationship between Jane Gibbs and the Dakota people 
of Ȟeyáta Othúŋwe (Cloud Man’s Village).

In 1964, the Society began publishing its award- winning magazine Ramsey County History. In 
1978, the organization moved to St. Paul’s Landmark Center, a restored Federal Courts build-
ing on the National Register of Historic Places. An expansion of the Research Center was 
completed in 2010 and rededicated in 2016 as the Mary Livingston Griggs & Mary Griggs 
Burke Research Center.

RCHS offers public programming for youth and adults. Visit www.rchs.com for details of up-
coming History Revealed programs, summer camps, courthouse and depot tours, and more. 
The Society serves more than 15,000 students annually on field trips or through school out-
reach. Programs are made possible by donors, members, corporations, and foundations, all 
of whom we appreciate deeply. If you are not a member of RCHS, please join today and help 
bring history to life for more than 50,000 people every year.

Diversity, Equity, Accessibility, & Inclusion 
RCHS is commi.ed to ensuring it preserves and presents our county’s history. As we continue 
our work to incorporate more culturally diverse histories, we have made a commitment to 
diversity, equity, accessibility, and inclusion that is based on this core idea: RCHS exists to 
serve ALL who call Ramsey County home. To learn more, please see www.rchs.com/about. 

Acknowledging This Sacred Dakota Land
Mnisóta Makhóčhe, the land where the waters are so clear they reflect the clouds, extends 
beyond the modern borders of Minnesota and is the ancestral and contemporary homeland 
of the Dakhóta (Dakota) people. It is also home to the Anishinaabe and other Indigenous 
peoples, all who make up a vibrant community in Mnisóta Makhóčhe. RCHS acknowledges 
that its sites are located on and benefit from these sacred Dakota lands. 

RCHS is commi.ed to preserving our past, informing our present, and inspiring our future. 
Part of doing so is acknowledging the painful history and current challenges facing the Dakota 
people just as we celebrate the contributions of Dakota and other Indigenous peoples.

Find our full Land Acknowledgment Statement on our website, www.rchs.com. This includes 
actionable ways in which RCHS pledges to honor the Dakota and other Indigenous peoples 
of Mnisóta Makhóčhe.

Preserving our past, informing our present, inspiring our future.
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